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Software for indexing the contents of CDs, DVDs, Hard Drives, Flash Drives and more

WinCatalog 2026 indexes discs, files and folders for finding files and data without having to reach for
the original CD or DVD. Stop wasting time looking for a tune or movie stored on a hundred’s disc from
your growing collection! Simply process your CDs and DVDs with WinCatalog once, and you'll be able
to find any file from the collection in a matter of seconds!

WinCatalog keeps in its database information about all files stored on your removable media and on
your computer.

Besides to a simple filename remembering WinCatalog keeps additional information about most files.
WinCatalog can extract the following additional information.

e It can process archive contents and add all archives files into the database as well.

o It can process music files (MP3 in general) and extract information about the composition (artist
name, song title, etc) and about the audio file itself (duration, bit rate, number of channels, etc).
o It can keep thumbnails for most popular image files like JPEG, PNG, BMP, ICO.

e It can keep thumbnails for video files (codecs are required to be installed).

e The ability to delete real files right from WinCatalog.

* [new!] Fast search engine - find files and folders faster (in comparison to WinCatalog 2019).

e WinCatalog can extract album covers from MP3 files and keep them in the catalog as well.

* WinCatalog parses text files and keeps a part of text for preview.

* WinCatalog can parse HTML files (stored web pages) and extract Titles and other meta data.

WinCatalog makes managing your collection much easier: you can divide it by virtual (blue) folders
and add to the catalog not only disks and folders, but also the individual files. There is one more
feature: WinCatalog supports non-file items enabling you to catalog your books, videos or even
postage stamps and coins!

WinCatalog.com Website
Main Pages

¢ WinCatalog Disk Catalog Software - Main Page

e Main Features of WinCatalog Disk Catalog Software

e Download the Latest Version of WinCatalog

e Buy a License for Disk Catalog and File Organizer Software WinCatalog

¢ WinCatalog Disk and File Catalog Software Reviews From WinCatalog Customers
¢ | atest News About WinCatalog

Technical Support, User Manual

e Technical Support and Feedback
e PDF Version of This User Manual
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Other Links

e How WinCatalog Disk Catalog Software WinCatalog Works
e Terms of Use, Privacy Policy, Cookie Policy

Export from WherelIsIt or Advanced Disk Catalog and Import to WinCatalog

e Export From WherelsIt? 2014 Software and Import to WinCatalog
e Export From Advanced Disk Catalog and Import to WinCatalog

System requirements
To run WinCatalog 2026 you will need a computer with one of the following operating system
installed. The list of operating system supported by WinCatalog 2026:
e Windows XP SP3
» Windows Vista (a// versions)
e Windows 7 (a/l versions)
» Windows 8 (runs as desktop application)
¢ Windows 8.1 (runs as desktop application)
* Windows 10 (runs as desktop application)
* Windows 11 (runs as desktop application)

Both Windows 11 and Windows 10 are the recommended.

.NET Framework 4.8 is highly recommended for the new scanning module and for the updated
Scanning Options UI. WinCatalog can work without .NET Framework, but in that case it will use old
scanning module and the the Scanning Options window may not fit displays with scaling factor of 150%
and higher.

You may also be needed to download Microsoft Visual C++ 2008 Redistributable Package from
Microsoft web site.

The Microsoft Visual C++ 2008 Redistributable Package installs runtime components of Visual C++
Libraries required to run applications developed with Visual C++ on a computer that does not have
Visual C++ 2008 installed.

The Microsoft Visual C++ 2008 Redistributable Package is freely distributed from the Microsoft web site.

You can get a free copy for x86 platform here [>>].
You can get a free copy for x64 platform here [>>].

Some features like e-book metadata extraction or Zip compression of backup files require .Net
Framework 2.0 to be installed on your computer. .Net Framework 2.0 is freely distributed from the
Microsoft web site. You can get a free copy here [>>].

Where the Catalog File is Located
WinCatalog keeps all the data for a catalog inside a single file on a disk (the file itself is an SQLite
database). You can place the file anywhere you want, including a removable media or a network drive.
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But you should know that network access may reduce program speed because WinCatalog needs to
send a large amount of information over the network.

When you start WinCatalog first time, you will be asked to create new or open an existing catalog file.
Once again, the catalog file may be located anywhere on a local, removable or a shared network drive.

If you already created a catalog file but do not know where it is located, please run WinCatalog (it will
open most recently used catalog file), and click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of the
Ribbon toolbar):

Catalog . |EEEET I

On top of the Catalog page, you will see the catalog filename and the full path to the catalog file. If
you make a double click on the filename, the containing folder will be open in the File Explorer.

If you want to move the catalog file, please first close WinCatalog, move the file and then open it again
but from a new location.

To open a catalog file, just make a double click on the file in the File Explorer.

Or, alternately, run WinCatalog. On startup, WinCatalog will try to load the catalog file from a previous
location. If you moved the file, it fails and display the standard Startup choice dialog where it will ask
you to Create new or Open existing catalog file. Click the second option to open the catalog file from

a new location. However, if you copied your catalog file, on startup WinCatalog will open the catalog
from 'old' location. That's not a problem, to open a catalog from a new location, please click the Catalog
button (see above), then Open Existing and select the catalog file from the new location. On every next
run, WinCatalog will automatically open the catalog file from the new location (if it is available on the
PC or until you open or create another catalog file).

Using WinCatalog you can have as many catalog files as you want*. To create a new catalog file, please
click the Catalog button and then click Create New.

* Note: you can't open then simultaneously in one instance of WinCatalog, if you need to open more
than one catalog file at a time, please run several instances of WinCatalog opening different catalog
files.

Difference Between Personal and Professional Licenses
Both types of licenses include the same features and allows installation on any number of computers
per a license, but Personal license is restricted to non-commercial or educational use only whereas
Professional / Business license includes all types of use including enterprise, professional and managed
IT, non-profit and government use, plus priority technical and maintenance support.

In other words, if you plan to use WinCatalog at home, it is enough to buy a personal license. But if you
want to use it at work or for your business, you should buy a professional license.

Quick start with WinCatalog

Read the topics bellow to immediately start using WinCatalog 2026 software and to learn its main
features and functions.

First Run
1. Click WinCatalog 2026 icon to start the program
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2017

2. If you are running WinCatalog 2026 for the first time, you will be asked to create a new catalog file
or to open an existing one.

& Welcome w

Please choose an action:

@ Create a New Catalog

Open an Existing Catalog

@ You are running WinCatalog 2018.

Import from another program

Select Create a New Catalog.

You will be asked for a filename for the new catalog file. You may change the default value if you want,
or just click Save.

= Save A

+ =+ (8 Computer | . - o

[ELE L, WriCshabon) Colectsanwi ] -
St ek type | WeCatiles) 2013 Collattiens [" wleat) -

= Browse Foldor Save Carael

3. After the new catalog file is created, it will be opened with WinCatalog 2026:
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Read next: Indexing a Disc

Indexing a Disk
1. On the Main tab click Disk button on the Adding panel to index a new disc.

4

Disk

2. Select a disk you want to index. In our example it will be a DVD with photos. Click OK when done.



‘ B Add to the catalog x

catalog

Please select a drive or a folder for adding to the
@ Other options can be changed later...

‘ __—_ Local Disk (C2) ‘
52.03 GB free of 237.53 GB

My Projects (D:)

@ 10.14 GB free of 55.9 GB

__—_ Kalymnos (W:)
13.56 GB free of 931.39 GB

Set name: My Projects

Location in the catalog: Catalog it
Diisk number: 1 :
Disk location: not set ~

Scanning options: Full file info (default) i

3. Please wait while WinCatalog scans the disc. The disc scanning process can take some time. It
depends on a number of files on the disc and on the file types. On finishing WinCatalog will play
"taad" sound.
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4. The newly added disc will be displayed in the program. You do not need to click Save button:
WinCatalog 2026 saves all changes automatically.
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5. You can eject the disc from the computer. WinCatalog no longer needs the disc.
6. Repeat steps 1-5 for each disc you want to index.

Read next: Indexing a Folder

Indexing a Folder
You may want to index just a folder but not the whole disc. Indexing folder is very similar to Indexing a
Disc.

1. On the Main tab click Folder button on the Adding panel to index a new disc.

-

Folder

2. Select a folder for indexing, click OK when done.
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3. Please wait while WinCatalog scans the folder. The disc scanning process can take some time. It
depends on a number of files in the folder and on the file types. On finishing WinCatalog will play
"tadd' sound.
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4. The newly added folder will be displayed in the program. You do not need to click Save button:
WinCatalog 2026 saves all changes automatically.
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5. Repeat steps 1-4 for each folder you want to index.

Simple Search
1. Click New Search tab to create a new search tab.

4 Main T o l
My Collection »

2. Type something you want to find. For example, if you want to find all indexed pictures, type

".jpg" (without quotes) and press Search button. This will start search process and all items which
match the criteria will be displayed below. ".jpg" (without quotes) means find entries (files and folders)
containing ".jpg" in any position. For more explanation of the search rules, please read the Search
Function topic.
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3. Double click on any file and you will see file properties, including the information about the disc
where the file is stored. The thumbnail preview (if available) is displayed on the Properties panel of the
main window.
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Actualizing (Updating) a Disk or a Folder
The contents of drives and folders change. You can add new files, delete files that you no longer need,
move files from one folder to another, or simply rename files.

To reflect all the changes you made, please select the previously cataloged disk or the folder you want
to actualize and click the Update button on the toolbar or in the context menu.

&

Update



The Update process will search for changes on the disk and update the catalog: WinCatalog will add
files that have been added, it will remove deleted files from the catalog, and it will update files that
have been modified since the last scan/update session.

If the drive isn't connected to your computer, before starting the process WinCatalog will ask you to
connect the drive:

Connect a drive or insert a disc... X

You are accessing a file or a folder stored on a drive that is not connected to
your computer at the moment. Flease connect the drive with the following
parameters and click Retry.

Property Walue
S = Disk info
@ 6 ’i.j Name Firenze [#21]
\/ = YWolume label Firenze
= E;’ Foot path F:
Serial number JCBE-2DEZ
Type Removable
Physical location
Digk. number &9
Comments Labeled: 21

[#]Check volume label and volume serial number

Retry ¢ Cancel Select another...

.................................

The update process is much faster than the initial scanning process because by default WinCatalog
skips files that weren't modified since the last session.

Read more: Actualizing/Updating a Drive or a Folder (detailed)

Search Function
The search function in disk catalog software is of paramount importance as it empowers users to swiftly
access and organize vast amounts of data. With digital information growing exponentially, finding
specific files can become a daunting task. The search function streamlines this process by allowing to
locate files based on keywords, metadata, or content (for certain types of files). This feature not only
saves time but also enhances productivity and efficiency.

The search function in WinCatalog includes simple search, advanced search queries, searching by
specific fields for various types of files (Exif tags, ID3 tags, etc), and duplicate file finding.

Starting a new search

Read the Simple Search topic for the beginning.

Click New Search tab to open a new search tab:

4 Main ! ﬁ
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Another way to open a new search tab is to click the Search button on the toolbar:

£ P & X | @

Scanning | | Search | Properties Delete | Update

Cptions ﬁ Phy!
Managing

p New Search
Open new search tab

a

m

Type a search query according to the search rules (described here), then click the Search button.
WinCatalog will find all items matching the search query.
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How WinCatalog Understands Search Queries
This article describes the search syntax (what you enter in the Search box) and how WinCatalog
interprets it.

All searches are case insensitive: "Text" equals to "TEXT" and "text".
Simple Search Queries

Simple search queries contain one or more words (elements) separated by a space character.
WinCatalog finds catalog entries (files and folders) containing all words starting with elements in
any order.

If the search query contains one or more dots like "img.jpg", it will be split into two elements "img" and
".jpg" (both without quotes), so the search query "img.jpg" equal to "img .jpg".

If the search term starts with a dot, it is treated as an extension.
WinCatalog will look for entries containing the search term at the end of filenames. For the
example above, the search phrase "img.jpg" (without quotes) will be split into "img" and ".jpg". The
second part starts with a dot and means "extension".

Examples

Search query:
report
Results:
Xlsx
My S
age.mp4
The following entries will NOT be found:
MyReport.xlsx (the "Report” part is not located at the beginning. To include this filename to
search results, prepend the search term by an asterisk: "*report” without quotes)

Search query:
img.jpg
Results:

2452
6515 -backup

The following entry will NOT be found:
img.jpg.tmp (the file has the .tmp extension, to include it in the search results, change the
search query to "img.jpg*" without quotes)
jpg img.png

Important notice: the file "img_6515.jpg-backup" in the example above is included in the results
because the extension starts with .jpg. If you want to exclude such results. use the "end of the word"
operator $ (described below), so the search query should be "img.jpg$" (without quotes).

For each entry in the catalog, WinCatalog divides filenames to words by splitting them using spaces,
underscores, dashes, dots, comas, tildes, square brackets, and others.



Search query:
man
Results:
Rain. .1988.avi
User_ ual.pdf
The following entry will NOT be found:
Kingsman The Secret Service.mkv

Search query:
Bob
Results:
Marley - Kaya.mp3

cat.jpg
Sponge .mp4

Wildcards

In most cases, there is no need to use wildcards in simple queries. However, if you want to find entries
containing search terms in any position, prepend them with asterisks.

Search query:
*man
Results:
Rain. .1988.avi
User_ ual.pdf
Kings The Secret Service.mkv

The asterisk character ("*") substitutes for any zero or more characters, and the question mark ("?")
substitutes for any one character.

The character may be omitted for some terms. For example, to find all files having the jpg extension,
you may type "*.jpg" or just ".jpg". Both search queries will return the same results.

Quotes (exact match operator)

Double quotes mean exact match for the whole word or a phrase. Use them to find the whole phrase as
is. All wildcards inside double quotes are disables (in other words, they works as regular characters).

Search query:
"rain man"
Results:
Rain Man Poster.jpg

Search query:
llmanll

Result:
Rain Poster.jpg

The following entry will NOT be found:
manual.pdf

Search query:



"my file.txt"
Result:

.mp3 (the double quotes operator turns off the "extension rule" described above in
the "Simple Search Queries” section)
The following entries will NOT be found:
my file123.txt
my main file.txt

Search query:
"my file*.txt"
Result:
<empty> (the double quotes operator turns off wildcards, and the asterisk in the search query is
a regular character)
The following entries will NOT be found:
my file.txt
my file.txt.mp3
my file123.txt
my main file.txt

Square brackets (strict match operator)

The square brackets are similar to double quotes with a purpose to find the exact word or phrase,
but square bracket do not turn off wildcards the search term enclosed in square brackets may be the
beginning of the word.

Search query:
[man]
Results:
Rain Poster.jpg
ual.pdf

Search query:
[my file.txt]
Results:

.mp3
The following entry will NOT be found:
my file123.txt

Search query:
[my file*.txt]
Results:

.mp3

123

The following entry will NOT be found:
my main file.txt

Begin of the Line Operator



As described above, when you perform a simple search, WinCatalog finds entries containing words
that start with the entered search terms, regardless of the word order. For example, a search for "big
app" (without quotes) will find both "big apple" and "the apple is big."

In most cases, this is the desired behavior. However, there are times when you want to find elements
whose names (or other data fields) start with the entered search query. In such cases, use the
beginning-of-string operator: start the search term with the caret symbol (/) to 'stick' it to the
beginning of the first word of each searchable field.

Search query:
~document
Results:
pdf
s and Reports 2024.xIsx
The following entry will NOT be found because the filename doesn't start with the 'document":
My Document.pdf

The beginning-of-string operator should be applied to individual terms rather than to a group of terms.
For example, if you want to find files with filenames starting with 'image’' or 'photo’, the search query
should be "~image OR ~photo" (without quotes).

For example, to find filenames starting with the letter 'A’ followed by a space, use the square brackets
(the strict match operator, described above) in combination with the beginning-of-string operator.

Search query:
["A ] (notice the space between A and the closing bracket)
Results:
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens.pdf
Passage to India by E.M. Forster.epub
Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith.fb2
The following entry will NOT be found, because the 'A-space' part is not located at the beginning:
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.epub

End of the word operator

The end-of-the-line operator ($) helps to find entries ending with a specific search term. Use it, for
example, to find entries with a certain file extension.

Search query:

img.jpg$
Results:

2452
The following entry will NOT be found because it doesn't end with ".jpg":
img_6515.jpg-backup

Search query:
Xls$
Results:
Report
My Movies Database
The following entry will NOT be found:



My Expences.xlIsx
Logical Search Operators
Use search operators AND, NOT and OR to logically combine search queries.

exprl AND expr2
exprl OR expr2
exprl NOT expr2

Operators are case insensitive. "NOT" equals to "not", "OR" equals to "or", "AND" equals to "and".

WinCatalog does not allow having more than one operator between two expressions, in other words,
search queries "exprl OR NOT expr2" will cause syntax error.

Search query:
Jjpg OR .png
Results:
photo
picture

Search query:
.Jjpg not portrait
Results:
panoramic.jpg
nature.jpg
The following entries will NOT be found:
my portrait.jpg
portraits.jpg

Search query:
man not .jpg
Results:
rain. .1988.mkv
rain. .1988.trailer.avi
rain. .1988.srt
The following entry will NOT be found:
rain.man.1988.poster.jpg

Brackets
Use brackets () to combine search operators like in mathematics.

Search query:
rain.man not (.srt or .jpg)
Results:
.1988.mkv
.1988.trailer.av
The following entries will NOT be found:
rain.man.1988.srt
rain.man.1988.poster.jpg



Escape quotes and brackets

The escape character is defined by non-quoted backslash (\). It preserves the double quote character,
round/square brackets, wildcards characters (*, ?), and the backlash itself, followed by this symbol.

Search query:
document\(*\)
Results:
document(1).docx
document(2024).docx
The following entries will NOT be found:
document 2024.docx (the filename doesn't contain brackets)

Search query:
Archive\\(Books)

Results:
Archive\(Books).zip

The following entries will NOT be found:
Archive(Books).zip

Additional Search Options
The additional search options are located below the search field. It contains the "Look in" filter and tabs
with basic and specific fields:
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Mark rows to enable conditions, switch the value of the Condition column to change conditions (for
example, Less than, Greater than, Between), and set the value in the Value column.

All the selected rows are combined using the AND logical conditions, meaning that the catalog entry
should match all the selected filters to be displayed in the search results.

For text fields the "Contains" condition means a simple text match when the field should contain any
occurrence of the entered text; the "Advanced query" condition enables all search syntax, including

logical operators as

described here.

The e (dot) sign on the tab header ("Main e" on the screenshot above) means that at least one
condition from the page is turned on.

The Look In Filter - Additional Search Options




4 Catalcl-g/y“i; Search: jpg xr o l

| Jjpg - Search |+ 1 -
Look in: | Catalog Search results [ My Photos; Projects ] — Hide
4 Main* | Exf | ID3| Media | User Defined Fields I
Property Condition Value
Search depth Equal to 1
Size (KB): Less than 1000
Tags: Any of wiork, writing
Locations: Any of Storage Deck £14
Date modified: Between 1/1/2024 - 1/30/2024
Date created: Between 11/2024 -1/30/,2024
Type: Equal to Files and other items
Hash (MDS, SHA256, CRC32, .): Equal to T9054025255Fb1a2bedbc422aef54eha
» Duplicates Each of Mame, Size, Modified

The "Look In" filter consists of three fields:

Catalog

Catalog - perform the search within entire catalog file. The entire search scope is selected by default
when you open a new search tab.

Search results

Search results - search within search results from the previous search. This option is hidden on a new
search tab and appears after the first search ends.

My Projects

The selected location ("My Projects" on the screenshot below) - limit the search scope by the
selected catalog folder. When you open a new search tab by clicking the New Search Here context
menu entry, the selected folder is set as the search scope by default.

[...] - click the ellipsis button to select another folder to look in. Using the ellipsis button, you can select
several folders to search in (CTRL+Click for multi-select).

= Hide l

Show or hide the additional options panel.

Main Tab - Additional Search Options



4 Catala-g/ 4 Ssearch: jpg < r & l
iPg ~| | search |+ || ~
Look in: = Catalog Search results Local Disk (D) | — Hide
4 Main* | Exif | D3 | Media | User Defined Fields | I+
Property Condition Value

Search depth Equal to 1
Size (KB): Less than 1000
Tags: Any of wiork, writing
Locations: Any of Storage Deck £14
Date medified: Between 1/1/2024 - 1/30/2024
Date created: Between 11,2024 - 1/30/2024
Type: Equal to Files and cther items
Hash (MDS, SHA256 CRC32, .): Equal to 79054025255Fh1a26edbc422asf54ehd
Duplicates Each of Mame, Size, Modified

Conditions Description

Search depth Equal to limits the depth of the search by the selected
value. 1 means to look inside the selected
location, 2 means to look inside the selected
location and inside the first-level subfolders. And

So on.
Size (KB) Less than, filter search result matching the selected size. The
Equal to, size should be set in KB (kilobytes).
Between,
Greater tha
Tags Any of associated tags.
Each of
Only The "Any of" conditions means that at least one of
None of the selected tags from the "Value" field should be
assigned to the entry.
The "Each of" condition means that all the
selected tags must be assigned to the entry.
The "Only" condition means that all the selected
tags and no other tags should be assigned to the
entry.
The "None of" condition means that none of the
selected tags should be assigned to the entry.
Locations Any of the Physical Location field of the selected entry
should be set to one of the selected locations.
Date Modified, Before, the file attribute "Date Modified" or "Date Created"
Date Created On, should match the condition.

After



Between

Type Equal to
HASH (MD5, Equal to
SHA256, Contains

CRC32, ...)

Duplicates

Advanced query

Each of

filters search results by internal catalog types.
The Value field may be one of the following:

Folders and disks - the search results should
contain only disks and folders (in other words, to
exclude files).

Disks and root folders - the search results should
contain only drive records or top-level (root)
folders added via the Add Folder command.

Files and other items - find only files and custom
items (i.e. exclude folders and drive records from
search results).

filters search results by the entered Hash (or
checksum) value. In most cases, when searching
using hashes, leave the search field blank (means
find all files and folders) and paste the hash value
into this field.

finding duplicates by the selected fields. Read
the Finding Duplicates of Fields and Other Entries
topic for details.

Exif Tab - Additional Search Options

q Catalcrg/v ¥ Search: jpg x T 8 l
Jjpa V| Search |+ | |[(] «
Look in: | Catalog Search results My Projects |
4 Main yVExif . r D3 r Media r User Defined Fieldsl f
Property Condition Value
9 Camera: Contains Olympus
Lens: Contains zuiko
Shutter speed (seconds): Between 1/6500-1/125
Aperture: Between fi56-f1.8
Date taken Between 2023 - 7/31/2023
Width (px): Less than 4000
Height (px): Between 3000 - 9000
Focal length (mmj: Less than 14
IS0 equivalent Less than 200
Comments (Exif): Advanced query toscana AMND landscape




If any of the conditions from the Exif tab is turned on, only files having Exif tags will be displayed in the
search results. If the file have no Exif fields, it will not be shown.

Conditions

Camera

Lens

Shutter speed
(seconds)

Aperture

Date Taken

Width (px),
Height (px)

Focal length
(mm)

ISO equivalent

Comments

(Exif)

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Before,
On,
After
Between

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than
Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than
Contains,
Advanced query

Description
search in the "camera make" and "camera
model" Exif tags.

search in the "lens", "lens maker notes", and
"lens make" Exif tags.

searching by the shutter speed value. To
modify the Value cell, click inside the cell,
then click the ellipsis button:

1/500-1/125 5
fi56-11.8
searching by the Aperture value. To modify

the Value cell, click inside the cell, then click
the ellipsis button.

searching by the Date Taken Exif field value.

searching by the height and the width (in

pixels) taken from Exif tags.

searching by the Focal Length value.

ISO equivalent.

searching by the Comments grabbed from Exif
tags

ID3 Tab - Additional Search Options



4 Catalog/y@ Search: .flac xr =) l

flac

~| | Search |+

Look in: | Catalog

4 Mainr Exi/f/VIDE . ]/ Media r User Defined Fields I I
Property Condition Value
Artist Contains doors
Alburmn: Contains strange
Title: Contains people
Track # Equalto 7
Year Between 1967 - 1969
Duration: Between 210- 215
Bit rate (kbps): Less than 96
Sample rate (hz): Less than 44100
Genre: Contains rock
Comments: Contains remasterad
Channels: Equal to 2

If any of the conditions from the ID3 tab is turned on, only files having ID3 tags will be displayed in the

search results. If the file have no ID3 fields, it will not be shown.

Property
Artist

Album
Title

Track #

Year

Duration

Bit rate (kbps)

Conditions

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Description
search in the Artists tag.

search in the Album tag.
search in the Title tag.

search by the Track number.

search by the Year tag.

searching by the duration field. Click the Value
field, then the ellipsis button to edit the value:

L LA

210-215 :
96

searching by the Bitrate value.




Sample rate (hz) Less than, searching by the Sample rate value.
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than
Genre Contains, searching by the Genre field (as text).
Advanced query
Comments Contains, searching in the ID3 Comments field.
Advanced query
Channels Less than, searching by the number of channels. 1 -
Equal to, mono, 2 and more - stereo.
Between,
Greater than
Media Tab - Additional Search Options
4 Catalug/y &) Search:.mkv r & l
mky v|| search |v ||
Look in: | Catalog
4 Mainr E:-cifr ID;/VMEdia . r User Defined Fieldsl b
Property Condition Walue
Title: Contains hollywood
Duration: Less than 5:00
Width (px): Greater than 1920
Height (px): Less than 1080
Codec: Contains KD
Audio streams: Greater than 1
Title (Audio streams): Contains original
Codec (Audio streams): Contains acl
Language (Audio streams): Contains french
Text streams: Greater than 1
Title (Text streams): Contains forced
Language (Text streams): Contains english

If any of the conditions from the Media tab is turned on, only files having Media Info will be displayed in
the search results. If the file have no Media Info fields, it will not be shown.

Conditions Description

Title Contains, searching by the Title field grabbed from the
Advanced query Medialnfo processing module.

Duration Less than, searching by the Duration field. To edit the
Equal to, Value cell, click the cell, then click the ellipsis
Between, button:

Greater than



Width (px),
Height (px)

Codec

Audio streams

Title (Audio
streams)

Codec (Audio
streams)

Language (Audio
streams)

Text streams

Title (Text
streams)

Language (Text
streams)

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Contains,
Advanced query

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

Less than,
Equal to,
Between,
Greater than

Contains,
Advanced query

Contains,
Advanced query

WUUU
5:.00

1320 h

searching by the Width and Height of the
video in pixels

searching by the Video Codec field.

searching by the number of the Audio
streams.

searching by the Title of one of the audio
streams. If a media file contains more than
one audio stream, at least one of the streams
should match the query.

searching by the Codec of one of the audio
streams. If a media file contains more than
one audio stream, at least one of the streams
should match the query.

searching by the Language of one of the
audio streams. If a media file contains more
than one audio stream, at least one of

the streams should match the query. The
language is stored as it was grabbed from the
media file, in most cases it contains both full
and short vaiants, for example: "English (en)".
The field is optional for media files and may
contain no information about the language of
the stream.

searching by the number of the Text streams.

earching by the Title of one of the text
streams. If a media file contains more than
one text stream, at least one of the streams
should match the query.

searching by the Language of one of the text
streams. If a media file contains more than
one text stream, at least one of the streams
should match the query. The language is
stored as it was grabbed from the media file,
in most cases it contains both full and short
vaiants, for example: "English (en)". The field
is optional for media files and may contain no
information about the language of the stream.



User Defined Fields Tab - Additional Search Options

9 Catalos/y &} Search: x r & l
V| Search |+ | |[] =
Look in: | Catalog
4 Mainr Exifr D3 r Media yVL.Iser Defined Fields » B
Property Condition Value

Purchase Date Contains 2023

Price Paid Contains %99

Purchase Location Advanced que... vancouver OR canada

Searching by values stored in the User Defined Fields, one field per row as text. Please read more about
user-defined fields here.

Saved Searches
Saved Searches is the ability to save search parameters and restart frequently used searches with just

two mouse clicks. The Saved Searches functionality resides under the down arrow of the Search button.
The feature comes with a set of pre-defined searches, you can delete the existing searches and save

others on your own.
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o Down arrow

Click the down-arrow of the Search button to expand the Saved Searches menu

o Save As...

Save As...

Click the Save As menu entry to save the current search configuration as new menu entry, or

replace an existing configuration.

o List of Saved Searches



Applications

Archives and |50 files

Audio files

Documents

E-book files

HTML files and saved web pages
Pictures and digital photographs
Raw image files

Text files

Video files

Select the Saved Search to load the configuration: search query, and additional search options.

o Manage...

Manage...

Click Manage menu entry to open Save Searches Manger where you can review, rename, or
delete saved searches.

Saved Searches Manager

Click the Manage menu entry to open the Saved Searches manager where you can review, rename, or
delete saved searches.
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Rename Delete

Applications 2

Search query: .exe OR .msi

Archives and 150 files
Search query: zip OR .rar OR .7z OR .7zip OR .iso OR .nrg OR
Zipx

Audio files
Search query: .mp3 OR .wav OR .wma OF .0gg OR .oga OR
.asf OR .mda OR .mdb OF .mdp OR .mp4d OR flac

Documents
Search query: .doc OR .doot OR .pdf OR .riif OR .odt OR xls
OR .xlsx OR .ods OR .ppt OR .pptx OR .odg OR otg

E-book files
Search query: .epub OR .mobi OR .prc OR .azw OF .azw3 OR
Jibook OR fb2

HTML files and saved web pages
Search query: .htm OR .html OR .mht OR .shtml

Pictures and digital photographs
Search query: jpg OR .png OR .psd OR .gif OR .jpeg OR .bmp

Show inactive rows. ..

Saved Searches Managers displays all the saved searches you have in the catalog. By default, it displays
only active options for each saved search. By clicking the Show inactive options link in the bottom you
can switch between displaying only active options and displaying full list of options.

Click the Rename button to rename the selected Saved Search. Name (shown in bold) is how the Saved
Search appears in the dropdown menu of the Search button (see above).

Click Delete button to delete the selected Saved Search from the catalog.
Save the search as...

To save the current search configuration, click the Save As... menu entry in the dropdown menu of the
Save button. The Save As... prompt will appear.
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Applications 2
Search query: .exe OR .msi

Archives and 150 files
Search query: zip OR .rar OR .7z OR .7zip OR .iso OR .nrg OR
Zipx

Audio files
Search query: .mp3 OR .wav OR .wma OF .0gg OR .oga OR
.asf OR .mda OR .mdb OF .mdp OR .mp4d OR flac

Documents
Search query: .doc OR .doot OR .pdf OR .riif OR .odt OR xls
OR .xlsx OR .ods OR .ppt OR .pptx OR .odg OR otg

E-book files

Search query: .epub OR .mobi OR .prc OR .azw OF .azw3 OR
Jibook OR fb2

MName: paris .jpg

Save Cancel

The search term will be suggested as the search name by default. You can use any name you wish. The
name should be unique, if you type the name that already exists, WinCatalog will warn you.

To overwrite the existing saved search, type the name of the search or select if from the list.
WinCatalog will warn you that the search already exists and will ask if you want to overwrite it.

Finding Duplicates of Files and Other Entries

To start finding duplicates please run WinCatalog and open a new search tab by clicking the New
Search tab:

4 Main ! ﬁ
I"-"h,rCDIIEEtlcun 3

y

In the Search field please type a word or a phrase (all duplicated entries should match that word or a
phase), for example "*.jpg" (without quotes) to find duplicates only for jpg files.

Mark the Duplicates row in the additional search options and select fields that will compared during the
duplicates finding process (other rows are optional and may be used as additional filters):
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Click Search when done. WinCatalog will find all the files that match the query (*.jpg on the picture
above) and then it will filter the results to show only the files where the selected fields (Name, Modified
Date, and Size on the picture above) are the same.

If you sort the results by the Name column, all the duplicated entries will be grouped.

All the fields are optional. For example, you may want to select CRC32 (or MD5) field only, this will find
duplicates of files that have different names. Please note that the option to calculate checksums (MD5/
CRC32) is turned off by default.

If you want to find duplicates of files that have, for example, different size, you should exclude the
Size column from the list of compared fields. If you want to find duplicates, that have the size larger or
smaller than specified, you should use the "Size (KB)" filter. For example, to find files larger than 1MB
you should mark the "Size (KB) row, select "Greater than" in the condition column and type 1024 into
the value field. The same rule can be applied to other fields (dates created and modified, catalog path,
type, tags, locations).

Fast Search Index
To provide a better search experience, WinCatalog maintains and uses a fast search index. This feature
is optional and turned on by default for all catalog files.

Each modern computer has several processors, the high search speed is reached by iterating data in
parallel threads on different processors. Best performance may be achieved when the catalog file and
the search index are located on SSD drives.

The Fast Search Index is a subset of files located inside the ".wincatalog" folder. WinCatalog creates the
folder automatically in the same folder where the catalog file is located. All index files are combined
one level deeper under the folder named after the catalog file.

If you move or copy your catalog file to another location, please consider moving or copying the
corresponding index folder with all the index files. However, if you don't move or copy the index folder,



it will be created automatically in the new location when you open your catalog file for the first time (if
the new location is not read-only storage, like CD or DVD).

If the option to use the Fast Search Index is turned off, WinCatalog will use the catalog file for
searching.

To configure the Fast Search Index, turn it on or off, please click the Catalog button (left from the Main
tab of the Ribbon toolbar), and then click the Search Index button.

Search Index Options

ntions x

(]
[

B, Search Inde

Configure Search Index Options here: increase the search speed by creating and
automatically rmaintaining a Fast Search Index. For slow drive, limit the number of
paralel threads.

!

[] Limit the number of parallel threads — —o Limit the number of parallel threads

Maximum number of parallel threads: 2 =

[¥] Use extemal search index Use external (fast) search index
Status:
Exists: Yes

Status: Valid The current state of the external search index
Path: D:\My Catalogs', wincatalogh2020. full. w3cat, searchIndex o

Size: 147.9 MB
Size on disk: 77.9 MB

QK Cancel
. [ Save these settings also as the Default Settings for new catalog files o Save as default

o The current state of the external search index

Exists: Yes
Status: Valid
Path: D:\My Catalogs!. wincatalogh2020. full.w3cat. searchIndex

Size: 147.9 MB
Size on disk: 7.9 MB

The current state, location, and size of the external (fast) search index.

Use external (fast) search index
Use extemnal search index

Mark or unmark the "Use external search index" checkbox to enable or disable the external
(fast) search index.



If the external search index was not previously created, and you turn it on, the index will be
created when you click the OK button.

If the external search index exists, but you turned it off, all files will be deleted from the disk
and WinCatalog will perform searches using the catalog file only (works slower than using the
external search index).

o Limit the number of parallel threads

[1] Limit the number of parallel threads

s

Mazimum number of parallel threads: 2

-

Each modern computer has several processors, the high search speed is reached by iterating
data in parallel threads on different processors. Best performance may be achieved when the
catalog file and the search index are located on SSD drives.

When the catalog file is stored on slower drives, especially on optical drives (DVDs, CDs), or
shared in a local network and accessed via a slow network connection, the high number of
parallel threads may cause the search index to work slow because of low disk speed. In that
case, you may want to limit the number of parallel threads to 2 for slow network drives and
slow external hard drives or to 1 for optical drives.

Save as default
[]5ave these settings also as the Default Settings for new catalog files

Save these settings as default values for new catalog files. By default, when you create a

new catalog file, WinCatalog will turn the external (fast) search index on and will not limit the
number of parallel threads. Changing the settings and applying them as default values for new
catalog files changes this behavior.

WinCatalog AI Bridge

WinCatalog AI Bridge is a companion application that generates text descriptions and keywords
for images in your catalog. Once descriptions are generated, you can search your photo and image
collection using natural language — for example, searching for "sunset on beach" or " birthday party'
will find matching images even if those words are not in the file names.

Availability: AI Bridge is available starting with WinCatalog 2026.1.
How It Works

Al Bridge uses a local Al language model (running on your own computer) to analyze image thumbnails
that are already stored in your WinCatalog catalog. For each image it processes, it generates:

e A short caption describing the scene

e A set of keywords relevant to the image content

¢ A category label

¢ A shot type (e.g., close-up, medium shot)

¢ A number of people clearly detected on the image

All generated data is saved in the catalog database and is immediately available for full-text search in
WinCatalog.



Please note: Al Bridge uses machine learning models that analyze images automatically. While the
results are generally useful for searching and organizing your catalog, Al-generated descriptions may
sometimes be inaccurate or incomplete. You should not rely on these descriptions in situations where
precision is critical — for example, when working with medical imagery, legal or financial documents,
or images containing culturally sensitive content (such as religious symbols, flags, or cultural artifacts)
where a misidentification could be misleading. AI Bridge is designed as a search and discovery tool, not
as a source of verified or authoritative image descriptions.

Important: Al Bridge can only process files that already have thumbnails generated in WinCatalog.
Make sure to run a disk scan with thumbnail generation enabled before using Al Bridge.

AI Bridge processes any file that has a thumbnail in your WinCatalog catalog — primarily images (JPEG,
PNG, TIFF, BMP, RAW formats) and video files with generated thumbnails, but also Office files, 3D
Models, Album Covers, etc.

Requirements

* Windows operating system

¢ WinCatalog with an open catalog containing image thumbnails

¢ One of the supported local Al providers installed and running:
a. LM Studio — https://Imstudio.ai/ — recommended for beginners
b. Ollama — https://ollama.ai/

Al processing runs entirely on your machine. No images or data are sent to the internet.

Hardware Recommendations

Al processing runs on your local machine using the CPU or GPU. Performance depends on your
hardware:

Component Minimum Recommended

RAM 8 GB 16 GB or more

Disk Space ~3-5 GB for smaller models ~8 GB for larger models

GPU Not required (CPU works) Any GPU for faster processing

Smaller models (2-4B parameters) work well on most modern computers. Larger models (8B+) benefit
significantly from a dedicated GPU.

Getting started with AI Bridge
You need a local AI provider running on your computer before Al Bridge can do anything. It supports
two: LM Studio and Ollama.
Step 1: Install a local AI provider

Option A: LM Studio (recommended for beginners)


https://lmstudio.ai/
https://ollama.ai/

LM Studio has a graphical interface for downloading and running AI models locally.

1. Download LM Studio from https://Imstudio.ai/ and install it

2. Launch LM Studio
3. Download a model:

Click the magnifying glass icon in the left sidebar (Model Search)
Wi
€

Type "gemma-4-e2b’ in the search field or just leave this field blank, this model pops up as a
recommended by LM Studio as well (this is the latest and most capable model from Google)

LM Studio - 0.4.11 — m}
N
o X
| & | Search local models by name or author... google/gemma-4-e2b ©
[ID Staff picks  © BestMatch v =l & 156,230 Yy 84  Last updated: 4 days ago ¥ Staff Pick 7
[ & .
r #~ Gemma431B & (eJ Gemma4 Mok, effective 2B version. Supports image input, reasoning,
i 31B dense Gemmad4 variant. Supports vision input, reasoni... 4 days ago and tool calling
| .
! #~ Gemma 4 E4B (@)@
q o ) ) . . Params 5.18  Arch gemmad  Domain 1lm  Format g
Gemma4 Mok, effective 4B version. Supports image input,... 4 days ago
| Capabilities: @ vision  » Tool use (D Reasoning
Gemma 4 E2B & (e)(®)(@)
Gemma4 Mok, effective 2B version. Supports image input,... 4 days ago @ Download Options
I #™ Gemma4 26B A4B @ (@)(»)(® Gemma 4 E2B Instruct Q4_KM 4.41 68 ¢
| a Gemma 4 is the latest on-device model family from Goo... 12 days ago
| % Downlosd 441G
[ @X  Nemotron 3 Nano 48 ] [0}
NVIDIA. | General purpose reasoning and chat model trained by N... 29 days ago
® README
@ Qwen3.5 98 & eI®@)
| Qwen3.5 represents a significant leap forward, integratin... 43 days ago Gemma is a family of open models built by Google DeepMind.
Gemma 4 models are multimodal, handling text and image input
] @ Qwen3.5 35B A3B # (@2 (with audio supported on small models) and generating text output.
Qwen3.5 is a reasoning vision-language model that supp... 49 days ago . . )
Gemma 4 introduces key capability and architectural advancements:
|
\ Lfm2 248 A2B & ® Reasoning — All models in the family are designed as highly
| ‘l 1 FM? ic a familv af hvhrid madels decianed far an-devic 49 davs ann capable reasoners. with confiaurable thinkina modes.
ts
{
1 @ You have 0 local models, taking up 0 of disk space P:\AI Models\LM studio

Select Gemma 4 E2B from the results. There are several download options for each model, the
smallest Gemma 4 E2B Instruct Q4_K_M is enough:


https://lmstudio.ai/

@ Download Options

Gemma 4 E2B Instruct Q4 KM 4.41 GB £

% Download 441 GE

If LM Studio warns the model is "Likely too large" for your machine, search for “qwen3 vl™ or
“gemma3’ instead and pick google/gemma-3-4b or qwen/qwen3-vi-4b

Make sure the model has a yellow eye icon — that means it supports vision (image analysis), which Al
Bridge requires

Capabilities: @ vision

Click Download

@ Download Completed! X

google/gemma-4-e2b has finished downloading.

Load Model

Once the download finishes, click Load Model to load the model into memory

Start the local server:

Click the Developer tab (or Local Server section) in LM Studio

Click Start Server — the server runs on port 1234 by default



Status: Running @D ®n Server Settings [&) mcpjson

Reachable at: http://127.6.6.1:1234 ([ + Load Model

Step 2: Configure AI Bridge
Open WinCatalog Al Bridge and point it at your provider.
Opening settings

Start WinCatalog and open Al Tools tab on the Ribbon toolbar.

~

“HEISN IE WinCatalog 2026 - 3D models.w3cat
Main  Adding  Managing | AlTools | Help and Support

=R

Describe Add to' Open Options User
Queue Queue Guide

Describe using Al |

W

Click the Options button to open Al Bridge Options window.

Provider settings



e

." Al Provider Settings

Provider Configuration

Provider Type | LM Studio ¥

Configure what Al engine processes your requests. Local models run entirely on this machine and
ensure complete privacy.

System Status
@ LM Studio is installed and running.

Refresh

Model Configuration Refresh List

Select the Al model you want to use for processing. Heavier models require more RAM but provide
better quality output.

‘ O Gemma 4 E2B v

@ Recommended Model: Gemma 4 E2B

Found 1 model(s).

Advanced Settings

Protocol

IP Address localhost

Port 1234

Endpoint URL http://localhost:1234/v1

Output Language English </

[] Resize large thumbnails before sending to Al (max 256x256)

Diagnostics

Test Connection

Save & Close Cancel




Setting Description

Provider Type LM Studio or Ollama

IP Address localhost by default; change this only if the provider runs on a diffe
machine

Port 1234 for LM Studio, 11434 for Ollama

Endpoint URL Filled in automatically from the settings above

Status indicator

System Status

@ LM Studio is installed and running.

Refresh

The status section shows whether your provider is reachable:

e Green — installed and running

e Yellow — installed but the server isn't running (click Start Server to launch it)
e Red — not installed or not reachable

Picking a model



Model Configuration Refresh List

Select the Al model you want to use for processing. Heavier models require more
RAM but provide better quality output.

<> Gemma 4 E2B v

@ Recommended Model: Gemma 4 E2B

Found 1 model(s).

1. Click Refresh List (or wait for the list to populate on its own)
2. Pick a model from the dropdown
3. The green eye icon indicates that the model supports images

Output language
Qutput Language English v

The preferred language is selected automatically based on WinCatalog UI language, bug you can
override this selection and pick any other language for generated descriptions. If your language isn't
listed, select Other and type the language name.

Resize large thumbnails

Resize large thumbnails before sending to Al (max 256x256)

To speed up an LLM when working with large images, you can reduce them to 256 pixels. That should
still be enough to correctly recognize objects and scenes, while making the process faster.

Test the connection

Click Test Connection to check that Al Bridge can talk to the provider. You'll see a confirmation if it
works.



Diagnostics

Test Connection Connection to LM Studio successful!

Step 3: Done

Once the status dot is green and you've picked a model, Al Bridge is ready. See Interface and workflow
for how to queue images and start processing.

Interface & Workflow

WinCatalog AI Bridge has four tabs. Each tab's header shows the number of items it contains.

& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat - O X
+" - . B . . . . .
44 WinCatalog Al Bridge Al Queue o Items with Al Descriptions o ltems without Al Descriptions @ Completed o @
"= Filters } Process Selection (1) I} Process All @ Select All D Clear Selection i Remove from Queue (1) v
Name ~ 4 Size Date Modified Comments Status Item Details N
140_4097.JPG 1.7 MB 1/19/2011 9:08 AM
PB040147.JPG 712 KB 4/15/2026 10:23 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PB040043.JPG 701 KB 4/15/2026 10:23 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PA231099.JPG 821 KB 4/15/2026 7:24 PM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PA231043.JPG 1.8 MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PA210994.JPG 820 KB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PA210992.JPG 3.4 MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
PA210949.JPG 3.1MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
Name
) PA231043.JPG
Comments
OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA
File Info
Size
1.8 MB v
(4 >
No items found @ LM Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

Tabs Overview

¢ AI Queue: Files waiting to be processed

¢ Items with AI Descriptions: Files that already have generated descriptions

¢ Items without AI Descriptions: Files in the catalog that have no descriptions yet
e Completed: History of successfully processed files

Al Queue Tab



The AI Queue tab is the main working area. It shows all files currently waiting for AI processing.

& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat

- WinCatalog Al Bridge

Hide small images (< 256px)

Clear All Filters

8 items ready

Al Queue o

Items with Al Descriptions o

Items without Al Descriptions @

— O X

Completed o l@

"= Filters } Process Selection (1) I} Process All 9 Select All D Clear Selection i Remove from Queue (1) v
Filters Name ~ Size Date Modified Comments Item Details
] 140 4097.JPG 1.7 MB 1/19/2011 9:08 AM

'E PA210949.JPG 3.1 MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS D
Folders ? PA210992 JPG 34 MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS D
+ Add Folder... 2] PA210994.JPG 820 KB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS D
’E PA231043.JPG 1.8 MB 4/15/2026 10:25 AM OLYMPUS D
File Types E PA231099.JPG 821 KB 4/15/2026 7:24 PM OLYMPUS D
[ Pictures ) PRO40043.JPG 701 KB 4/15/2026 10:23 AM OLYMPUS D
L] Video 2] PBO40147JPG 712 KB 4/15/2026 10:23 AM OLYMPUS D
[] Audio o
["] Books
["] Other Name

2] PA231043.PG

Comments
OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA

File Info
Size
1.8 MB

Date Created
4/15/2026 7:27 PM

@ M Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

Toolbar Buttons

* Process All: Start processing all items in the queue

* Process Selection: Process only the currently selected items

¢ Select All: Select all items in the list

¢ Clear Selection: Deselect all items

* Remove from Queue: Remove the selected items from the queue without processing them

During Processing

While processing is active, a progress panel appears at the bottom of the tab showing:
e The name of the file currently being processed

¢ A progress bar indicating overall batch progress (e.qg., Processed 5 of 23)

¢ A Cancel button to stop processing

Cancelled items are returned to Pending status and remain in the queue for later.



& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat

‘“ WinCatalog Al Bridge Al Queue o Items with Al Descriptions o

"= Filters } Process Selection (2) I} Process Al @ Select All D Clear Selection

Eilters Name -~ Size
2] 140 4097.PG 1.7 MB
& ’E PA231043.JPG 1.8 MB

Folders 2 %) PA231099PG 821 KB

+ Add Folder 2] PBO40043.JPG 701 KB
2] PB040147.JPG 712 KB

File Types

[ Pictures

[] Video

[] Audio

["] Books

["] Other

Hide small images (< 256px)

| Claar All Filtare |

Processing item 4 of 5...
PA231043.JPG

B Remove from Queue (2)

Date Modified

1/19/2011 9:08 AM
4/15/2026 10:25 AM
4/15/2026 7:24 PM
4/15/2026 10:23 AM
4/15/2026 10:23 AM

8 items ready

Item Status Indicators
Each item in the queue displays its current status:

* Pending: Waiting to be processed
o In Progress: Currently being processed

Comments

OLYMPUS D
OLYMPUS D
OLYMPUS D
OLYMPUS D

— O X

Items without Al Descriptions @ Completed o l@

Selected 2 files

Name

Multiple values

Comments
OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA

File Info
Size
Multiple values

Date Created

Cancel

@ M Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

3/5

« Failed: Processing failed — the item stays in the queue; see the error message for details

Filtering

Use the Filters button to show or hide the filter panel on the left side. Filters let you narrow the list by:

e File type — Pictures, Video, Audio, Books, Other
» Folder — Select a specific catalog folder

» Hide small images — Exclude thumbnails smaller than 256 pixels

* Text search — Filter by file name or path

Status Banner

A colored banner at the top of the window shows the provider connection status:

* Green: Provider is ready — processing can start

¢ Yellow: Provider has a warning (e.g., model not loaded)

¢ Red: Provider is not reachable — check settings
¢ Blue: Informational message



Click the banner or the status indicator dot to open Settings.

Items with AI Descriptions Tab

This tab lists all files in the catalog that already have Al-generated descriptions.

& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat

- WinCatalog Al Bridge

= Filters

Name

3] PA210992PG

%] PA210994.PG

%) PA210949.PG

Z] PA231043JPG

2] IMG_2241.PG

4 items ready

=3 Add to Queue (1)

Al Queue o

@ Select All D Clear Selection

Al Description ~

A narrow, historic alleyway with stone walls and an arched passageway...
Keywords: alleyway, stone walls, historic architecture, narrow street, arc...

Category: architecture
Shot type: long_shot

The ruins of an old castle sit atop a rocky hill overlooking a vast landsc...
Keywords: castle ruins, historic architecture, hillside, ruins, landscape, ol...

Category: landscape
Shot type: long_shot

A view of a historic church tower partially obscured by tree branches a...
Keywords: church tower, building architecture, sky background, tree fol...

Category: architecture
Shot type: long_shot

A large group of people is gathered in front of the ancient ruins of the...

Keywords: colosseum, rome, ancient ruins, historical site, architecture,...
Category: landscape
People detected: 150
Shot type: long_shot

A golden retriever sits on wet sand near the ocean during a warm suns...
Keywords: dog, beach, sunset, golden retriever, sand, ocean, reflection,...

Category: nature
People detected: 1
Shot type: medium_long_shot

A happy golden retriever stands on the wet sand as ocean waves wash...

Pl Al oo hemlb ocllloc cofttBrors monom otommne coost ommd] o

Items with Al Descriptions o

i Remove Al Descriptions (1)

Model

google/gemma-4-e2b

google/gemma-4-e2b

google/gemma-4-e2b

google/gemma-4-e2b

gemma-4-e2b-it

Available Actions

Items without Al Descriptions Q

- O X

Completed o l@

Item Details

Name
2] PA231043.PG

Comments
OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERA

File Info

Size
1.8 MB

@ LM Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

¢ Add to Queue — Re-add selected files to the AI Queue to regenerate their descriptions

 Remove AI Descriptions — Delete the Al-generated descriptions for the selected files. A
confirmation dialog appears before deletion.
¢ Select All / Clear Selection — Bulk selection helpers

Detail Panel

When you select an item, a detail panel on the right shows its properties:

¢ General: Name, Comments, Size

¢ File Info: Date Created, Date Modified, Disk, File Path, Catalog Path

¢ AI Descrioption: Caption, Keywords, Category, People Detected, Shot Type, Model, Date Generated
Right-click any text value in the detail panel to copy it to the clipboard.

Items without AI Descriptions Tab



This tab shows all catalog files that have thumbnails but no AI-generated descriptions yet. This is where
you start when processing a catalog for the first time.

& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat — O X
*0 - - . . . . . .

4 WinCatalog Al Bridge Al Queue o Items with Al Descriptions o Items without Al Descriptions @ Completed o l@
= Filters =} Add to Queue (1) E Select All D Clear Selection v
Filters Name Size Item Details

IQ 20251116_153706.mp4 633 M
%) 20251116_170135,pg 1.8 ME
Folders Z) 20251119_134228 jpg 3.2 ME
Photos « ﬂ 20251214_145346.heic 3.1 ME
Catalog\Photos &) 20251220_151502.heic 2.4 ME
) 20251225_120747~2,jpg 1.1 ME
+ Add Folder... N
|#] 20260208 _134657 heic 2.4 ME
File Types ) 20260228 152528 jpg 2.7 ME
[] Pictures £ 20260321_164345.heic 1.7 ME
[] Video f 20260404 _170933.heic 1.5 ME
[ Audio 2] 20260408_152616.heic 2.2 ME
Book =
g O‘z;’ s [¢] 20260408_155242 heic 2.2 ME Name
er i 3 .
? DSCF7486.0PG 263 KE @] 20251214_145346.heic
Hide small images (< 256px) ) ILCE-7M3.jpg 3.5 ME Comments
- ImageWidth (Short): 4000
Clear Al Filters (2] IMG_0883.JPG 1,000 Imagelength (Short): 3000
Eﬂ‘ IMG_1344.pg 3 MB Make (String): samsung
- ) Model (String): Galaxy A56 5G
[@] IMG_20210603_171201.jpg 1.6 ME QOrientation (Short): Horizontal (normal)
B 4 annnaann anarrn x0n e XResolution (Rational): 72
44 items ready @ M Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

Available Actions

¢ Add to Queue — Move selected files to the **Al Queue** for processing
¢ Select All / Clear Selection — Bulk selection helpers

Use Select All followed by Add to Queue to enqueue your entire unprocessed collection at once.
Filtering

Use the Filters button to narrow the list by file type (Pictures, Video, Audio, Books), folder, date, or
other criteria.

Completed Tab

The Completed tab shows a history of files that were successfully processed in the current and
previous sessions.



& WinCatalog Al Bridge - Photos.w3cat — O X

+, - - - - - - . .
4 WinCatalog Al Bridge Al Queue o Items with Al Descriptions o Items without Al Descriptions @ Completed o l@
= Filters =} Add to Queue (1) (A selectail  [[] clear Selection H{ Clear History v
Name ~ Al Description Model

Item Details

A long-haired cat with brown and white fur is standing o...
Keywords: long-haired cat, fluffy animal, outdoor portrait,...
Category: animal

Shot type: long_shot

n@ 20251225_120747~2jpg google/gemma-4-e2b

Two people are standing on a beach with a dog lying in t...
Keywords: dog, people, outdoor, beach, sand, leisure
2] PB040147JPG Category: outdoor google/gemma-4-e2b
People detected: 2
Shot type: long_shot

A statue stands prominently in front of the ancient Roma...
Keywords: statue, architecture, colosseum, ancient rome,...
) PA231099.JPG Category: landscape google/gemma-4-e2b
People detected: 1
Shot type: long_shot

A large group of people is gathered in front of the ancien...
Keywords: colosseum, rome, ancient ruins, historical site,... Name

"@ PA231043.JPG Category: landscape google/gemma-4-e2b 2] 20251225_120747~2.jpg
People detected: 150 - -
Shot type: long_shot

File Info
The ruins of an old castle sit atop a rocky hill overlooking... Size
.g] PA210994.IPG Ez{;cgrd;s::lz\?]jﬁar:;ns, historic architecture, hillside, ruins,... google/gemma-4-e2b 11MB
Shot type: long_shot Date Created
A cvmeemins bimbnsin allagneimes et abmmn ceonlle < d mn aenbon 4/15/2026 7:27 PM
9 items ready @ M Studio is ready with model google/gemma-4-e2b.

Available Actions

¢ Clear History — Remove all entries from the history list. This does not delete the AI descriptions
themselves — it only clears the history display.

¢ Add to Queue — Re-add selected files to the AI Queue to regenerate their descriptions

» Select All / Clear Selection — Bulk selection helpers

Typical End-to-End Workflow
Here is the standard process for generating Al descriptions for images in your catalog:

. Open WinCatalog and make sure a catalog is open

. Launch AI Bridge (from the WinCatalog Ribbon Toolbar)

. Verify that the status indicator is green — if not, see Getting Started or Troubleshooting
. Go to the Items without AI Descriptions tab

. Click Select All to select all unprocessed files (or select specific files manually)

. Click Add to Queue — the selected files move to the AI Queue tab

. Switch to the AI Queue tab

. Click Process All to start generating descriptions

. Monitor progress in the progress panel at the bottom

10. When processing completes, processed files appear in the Completed tab and Items with AI
Descriptions tab

In WinCatalog, you can now search your images using text descriptions

OooONOTUT DA, WN -



For large collections, processing can take a significant amount of time depending on your hardware and
the AI model used. On an average laptop with GPU processing takes 2-5 seconds per image. You can
cancel at any time and resume later — items that were not yet processed remain in the queue.

WinCatalog Integration
You can interact with AI Bridge directly from the main WinCatalog window without switching to the AI
Bridge application. WinCatalog provides menu commands that let you add items to the AI Queue and
trigger AI processing from within your catalog.

Adding Items to the AI Queue
To add one or more catalog items to the Al processing queue:

1. Select the items in WinCatalog (files, a folder, or a mixed selection). Important: all the selected items
should have thumbnails in the catalog.
2. Use one of these methods:

a. Right-click the selection and choose Add to AI Queue from the context menu

b. In the ribbon toolbar, go to the AI Tools section and click Add to Queue

CA <131 i WinCatalog 2026 - Photos.w3cat - [m] X
Main  Adding  Managing | AlTools | Help and Support o

e BE S QA

Describe Add to Open Options' User
Queue Queue Guide

Describe using Al

1 Catalog > Photos [ ) ‘
Catalog Catalog * Photos * v ﬂ 20251214 _145346.heic
rted From Canon 6D M [ Name « % Comments Size Type Modified | Al Descri
ki Assorted From Canon 6D Mark |1 8.8 M.... File fold... 4/14/20...
Ski 1.7 M... File fold... 4/15/20...
A 20251116_153706.mp4 63.3.. MP4 Vi.. 4/15/20...
%) 20251116_170135.jpg 1.8 M... FastSto... 4/15/20...
Ic3| 20251119_134228.jpg 3.2 M... FastSto... 4/15/20...
] 20251714 14E3AE bnic _ImageWidth ... 3.1 M.. FastSto... 4/15/20... S
B 20251 21 Openinnow tab ImageWidth ... 2.4 M... FastSto... 4/15/20.. | Auto ( Thumbnail  Comments .~
) 2051 Newsearchhere..  Crlsf 1.1 MB.. FastSto... 4/15/20... Along-he | | Property Value
8] 2026(X Delete Delete | |mageWidth... 2.4 M... FastSto... 4/15/20... = General
%) 2026(& Loan tem 2.7 M. FastSto... 4/15/20.. Name 20251214_1...
4] 2026( ImageWidth... 17 M... FastSto... 4/15/20... Type : FastStone ...
[#] 2026(2; Copy to physical volume ImageWidth ... 1.5 M... FastSto... 4/15/20... :ih::mal location 31MB
[@] 2026(® Execute F9 | ImageWidth.. 2.2 M.. FastSto... 4/15/20... Location n catalog éatalog\Ph,,,
[#] 2026( & RevealinfileExplorer  F10 | |mageWidth.. 2.2 M.. FastSto... 4/15/20... Comments Imagewidt...
%) DSCF & Update 868 K... FastSto... 4/15/20... File properties
) ILCE- § Rename P2 3.5 M... FastSto... 4/15/20... O Disk info
& IMG_ Copy to Clipboard » 1,000 ... FastSto... 4/15/20... Name Photos
IMG_ Describe using Al 4IE] Describeimagel:si.n.gnm ) itSto,,, L Volume label Purple Cow
: IMG_ B Properties Attt |53 Addito Al Queue k stSto... 4/15/20... Roc?t path P:\Photos\
Q IMG_covvewr~ (2 Manuat 5tSto... 4/15/20... Serial number 1ABA-491D
% IMG_2384.jpg wrowrmrastSto.. 4/15/20... Type File folder
%) IMG_2530.JPG 1TMB  FastSto... 4/15/20... Physical location
%] IMG_2638.jpg 1.1 MB... FastSto... 4/15/20... Disk number 1
%) IMG_2687.JPG 566 K... FastSto... 4/15/20... Added 4/15/20261...
Updated 4/15/2026....
Catal..|JTags WeLocat.. abCont... | Photos: 53 item(s) (folders: 2 / files: 51) Cmeents "
1disk(s) in the catalog | File Operation Queue |Zoom: Medium

WinCatalog will launch Al Bridge (if it is not already running) and add the selected items to the Al
Queue tab. A status message confirms how many items were added:

e Added ‘filename.jpg' to AI Queue — for a single item
e Added 5 item(s) to AI Queue — for a multiple selection
o All 5 items are already in the AI Queue — if the items were already queued



After adding items, WinCatalog may show a confirmation dialog asking:
"N file(s) were added to the AI Queue. Do you want to open the AI Queue window now?"

Click Yes to switch to AI Bridge, or No to continue working in WinCatalog.
Generating Al Descriptions Immediately

To add items to the queue and start processing immediately:

1. Select the items in WinCatalog

2. Open the context menu or main menu

3. Click Describe images using Al

This command adds the selected items to the queue and signals Al Bridge to begin processing
automatically. AI Bridge will launch if needed.

## Al Tools in the Ribbon Menu

The WinCatalog ribbon includes a dedicated AI Tools section with the following commands:

& o e WinCatalog 2026 - Photos.w3cat  — O X

Main  Adding Managing | Al Tools Help and Support &

e B E & (A

Describe Add to' Open Options User
Queue Queue Guide

Describe using Al

| W ]

Describe: Add selected items to queue and start processing immediately
Add to Queue: Add selected items to the AI Queue

Open Queue: Open the AI Bridge window

Options: Open Al Bridge settings

User Guide: Open this documentation

Viewing Results in WinCatalog
After AI Bridge has processed an image, the generated data becomes available in WinCatalog:

» The AI Description section on the Properties pane and in Details tab of the item's properties dialog
shows the generated caption

» Generated keywords and caption are searchable through WinCatalog's standard search

¢ Use the full-text search in WinCatalog to find images by their Al-generated content

e Two dedicated columns: AI Desctiption and Keywords (AI) in the main grid view and in search
results view



@ |= WinCatalog 2026 - Photos.w3cat — O X
(or1=IIsll Main | Adding Managing  AlTools  Help and Support E

F L 'S ) E..,Disk [ File :';:Jt‘* /O I Rename “‘ aCopyto Physical Drive £ 6 @— @
& Folder i Custom Item | | }Empeniem @ Execute h
Back Forward Up || . 3 Scanning | Search Update ¢ - Take Loan | Reports About
|58 Virtual Folder o From Internet Options X Delete = Reveal in File Explorer [T,
Navigation ‘ Adding | Managing ‘ Loaning | Reports ‘ Help & Support‘
4 Catalog» Photos” &) Search: rome x [ ) | -
][ search [~ & ~ PA231099.JPG

LA

PA231043.JPG PA231099.JPG

Auto/ThumbnaiI Comments

Property Value
Model OLYMPUS M.14-42mm F3.5-5.6...
Max Aperture /3.5
F.Stops f/9

= Al Description
Caption A statue stands prominently in ...
Category landscape
Shot Type long_shot
Keywords statue, architecture, colosseum...

People Detec... 1
Al Model google/gemma-4-e2b
Date Generat... 4/15/2026 7:49:50 PM

Search results: 2 item(s) (folders: 0 / files: 2)

1disk(s) in the catalog ‘ File Operation Queue |Zoom: Medium d

Notes

AI Bridge must be configured with a working Al provider before processing can start. See Getting
Started.

Items that don't have a thumbnail in the catalog cannot be processed by Al Bridge. When you select
items that cannot be processed (no thumbnails), WinCatalog shows them in a separate "Cannot be
added to AI Queue" group so you can see which items were skipped and why.

If Al Bridge is already running and processing other items, newly added items are placed at the end of
the queue and processed when the current batch finishes.

Troubleshooting
This page covers the most common issues you may encounter when using WinCatalog AI Bridge.

## Status Indicator Colors

The colored dot in the top-right corner of the AI Bridge window indicates the current connection status.
Click it at any time to open **Settings**.




Green: Provider is installed and running, model is ready, you're good to go.

Yellow: Provider is installed but has an issue (e.g., server not running, model not loaded). Click the dot
to open Settings; use Start Server** or load the model.

Red: Provider is not reachable or not installed. Check the provider application, verify the IP/port, or
install the provider.

The same status information appears as a banner message at the top of the window with more detail.
Common Issues

"Health check failed. Click to open settings."

The AI Bridge cannot reach the provider server.

Possible causes and fixes:

1. Provider not running — Open LM Studio or Ollama and start the server. In Al Bridge Settings, the
System Status section shows "{provider} is installed but not running". Click Start Server to

start it automatically.

2. Wrong port — Check that the Port in Provider Configuration matches the port the provider is
actually using (default: 1234 for LM Studio, 11434 for Ollama).

3. Wrong IP address — If you're running the provider on the same machine, IP Address should be
localhost. If it's on another machine, verify the IP address.

4. Firewall blocking the connection — Check Windows Firewall or any security software that might
be blocking local connections on the provider's port.

"{provider} is running but model '{model}' is not loaded."
The Al server is running, but the selected model is not available.

Fix: In Al Bridge Settings — Model Configuration, click Refresh List to refresh the list, then select
an available model. If no models appear, you need to download one:

¢ In LM Studio: download the model through the LM Studio interface as described in Getting started

e In Ollama: run "ollama pull <model-name> in a terminal, or use Download Selected Model
in AI Bridge Settings

"No vision-capable models are available."

None of the models available in your provider can analyze images.
Fix: Download a vision-capable model. Recommended options:

¢ LM Studio: google/gemma-4-e2b

e Ollama: gwen3.5:4b (run "ollama pull gwen3.5:4b’)

Items remain in the queue with "Failed" status

An item failed to process. This can happen when:
e The model returned an empty response



e The image thumbnail could not be read
¢ The connection to the provider was lost during processing

Fix: Select the failed items and click Process Selection to retry. If failures persist, check the log files for
details (see below).

Processing is very slow
Processing speed depends on your hardware (CPU/GPU) and the size of the AI model.

Tips:

¢ Use a smaller model (e.g., 4B parameter models are much faster than 13B+ models)
¢ Reduce the context size to 4096 in LM Studio model settings

e Enable GPU acceleration in LM Studio or Ollama if your GPU supports it

» Close other resource-intensive applications during processing

« Stop the process, restart LM Studio or Ollama, and continue

Al descriptions are in the wrong language
The AI model is generating descriptions in a language you didn't expect.

Fix: Open Al Bridge Settings — Advanced Settings — Output Language (scroll the window to
bottom if you don't see this option) and select the correct language. If your language is not in the list,
select Other and type the language name. Then re-process the affected items.

Al descriptions are low quality or inaccurate
The model may produce vague or incorrect descriptions for some images.

Tips:

e Try a larger model (e.g., 8B instead of 4B) — larger models are generally more accurate

¢ Ensure the image thumbnails in WinCatalog are of reasonable quality and size — very small
thumbnails give the model less information to work with

e Some image types (screenshots, documents, abstract art) are harder for Al to describe accurately

Keep in mind that AI descriptions are meant to help with search and catalog organization — they are
not guaranteed to be accurate. Do not rely on them in situations where precision matters, such as
medical, legal, or financial content, or images with culturally sensitive symbols. See the disclaimer in the
overview for details.

Processing stops with a timeout error
The connection to the AI provider was lost or the model is taking too long to respond.
Possible causes and fixes:

1. Model is too large for your hardware — Processing a single image should not take more than
30-60 seconds. If it does, switch to a smaller model.

2. Provider crashed — Check if LM Studio or Ollama is still running. Restart it if needed, then retry
the failed items.

3. System went to sleep — If your computer entered sleep mode during processing, the connection
may have been lost. Wake the computer and retry.



Items added from WinCatalog don't appear in Al Bridge

WinCatalog launches AI Bridge automatically when you use Descrobe images using AI (context
menu) or Open Queue on the Ribbon Toolbar on the AI Tools tab. If Al Bridge is already open but
items don't appear in the queue:

1. Switch to the AI Queue tab in AI Bridge — items may already be there

2. Restart AI Bridge from WinCatalog to ensure it connects to the right catalog

3. Restart WinCatalog and try again

Finding Log Files

AI Bridge writes detailed log files that can help diagnose problems. By default, logs are stored in the
Windows AppData folder.

To locate the log files:
1. Open File Explorer
2. Navigate to: sAppData%\WinCatalog (hint: SAppData% /S a special shortcut for a system folder

in Windows)

Each day's log is a separate file named by date (e.g., AiBridge-20260415.10g). Logs rotate
automatically and are kept for 7 days.

If you need to report an issue, include the relevant log file along with a description of the problem.
Settings Location

Al Bridge stores its settings in the Windows Registry under:

HKEY CURRENT USER\SOFTWARE\OrangeCat Software\WinCatalog

To reset all AI Bridge settings to defaults, delete the Al Bridge-related keys from this registry path using
the Windows Registry Editor (regedit). This does not affect your catalog data or AI descriptions.

Still Having Issues?

If none of the above steps resolve your problem:

1. Verify that the provider (LM Studio or Ollama) works correctly outside of Al Bridge
2. Try Test Connection in Al Bridge Settings to get a specific error message

3. Check the log files for error details

4. Reinstall the Al provider if the installation appears corrupted

In addition to above, check the Frequently Asked Questions section

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I edit AI descriptions after they are generated?



AI descriptions are stored in the catalog database. Currently, they can be regenerated by adding items
back to the queue, but manual editing is not available through AI Bridge.

Can I process video files?

Yes — AI Bridge can process any file that has a thumbnail stored in WinCatalog, including video files.
The AI model analyzes the thumbnail image (a single frame), not the entire video.

Does Al Bridge send my images to the internet?

No. All processing happens locally on your computer using the AI model running in LM Studio or
Ollama. No images or data leave your machine.

How much disk space do AI descriptions use?

Very little. AI descriptions are plain text stored in the catalog database. Even for a catalog with tens of
thousands of images, descriptions add only a few megabytes to the database size.

Can I use a remote Al server?

Yes. In Al Bridge Settings — Advanced Settings, change the IP Address from 1ocalhost to the
IP address of the machine running the AI provider. Make sure the port is accessible over the network.

User Interface
This section describes the main windows and dialogs of WinCatalog 2026.

Startup Welcome Dialog

i Welcome -

You are running WinCatalog 2018.
Please choose an action:

@ Create a New Catalog —_—r o Create a New Catalog button

Open an Existing Catalog
- —o Open an Existing Catalog button

Import from another program o Import from another program

When you are running WinCatalog 2026 for the first time on a new computer,
it show the Startup Welcome Dialog. Here you can select 2 options.

o Create a New Catalog button



@ Create a Mew Catalog

Click this button to create a new empty catalog file.

o Open an Existing Catalog button

Open an Existing Catalog
Click this button to open the previously created catalog file.

o Import from another program

Import from another program

A link to our web site where the information about importing from another disk catalog software
is located: http://www.wincatalog.com/migrate.html

Scanning Options
Using WinCatalog you can use several sets of scanning options (called Scanning Presets or Scanning
Options) and easily switch between them. WinCatalog remembers which set of the scanning options
was used for scanning each disk and automatically selects the same options for updating the disk.

The scanning options are catalog depended and stored in the catalog file.
Read more

e Sets of the Scanning Options

e Scanning Options Manager

¢ Modifying the scanning options

¢ Switching between Scanning Options

Sets of the Scanning Options
Using WinCatalog you can use several sets of scanning options (called Scanning Profiles or Scanning
Options) and easily switch between them. WinCatalog remembers which scanning profile was used for
adding each disk and automatically selects the same profile for updating the disk.

The scanning profiles are catalog depended and stored in the catalog file.

"From the box", when you create a new catalog file or continue using a catalog file created with any
WinCatalog version prior to 2018, WinCatalog creates 4 sets of the scanning profiles:

¢ Disk info only
* Disk and folders
« Basic file info (all scanning plugins are disabled)


http://www.wincatalog.com/migrate.html

¢ Full file info (default)

If you used WinCatalog before upgrading to 2018 version and modified the scanning option, the
additional scanning profile will be created:

¢ My settings (copied from a previous version).

Each scanning profile can be modified or renamed on your own. Below you will find the descriptions of
the profiles as they were created.

Disk info only

If this profile is used, WinCatalog does not add any contents (files and folders), it just grabs the disk
info: total and free sizes, volume label, serial number and root path.

Disk and folders

If this profile is used, WinCatalog scans the disk, but adds only disk info (as in Disk info only) and
folders. No files will be added to the catalog.

Basic file info

If this profile is used, WinCatalog scans the disk (or a folder) and adds all the files and folders on the
disk but grabs only basic information about the files: size, created and modified dates, file attributes.
WinCatalog does not run scanning plugins, for example, it does not create thumbnails for pictures, does
not extract EXIF and ID3 tags and does not scan inside archives.

Full file info

If this profile is used, WinCatalog scans the disk (or a folder) and applies all the scanning plugins it has:
EXIF and thumbnails for pictures, ID3 tags and embedded album covers for audio files, metadata for e-
books, the contents of the archives, etc.

My Settings

This profile is optional and appears only if you migrated from a previous version of WinCatalog where
you modified the settings. Please note: if you migrated from a previous version of WinCatalog, this
profile will be set for all existing disks in the catalog.

Scanning Options Manager

To modify scanning profile please use the Scanning Options manager. On the Main tab of the Ribbon
toolbar please click the Scanning Options button:

A
et

e R ..-"O I:
2  Custom| Scanning | Search  Prop
Item Options



The Scanning Options window will appear. Here you can add, remove, export, import or modify the

each scanning profile.

Save changes

)

Remove

o

Import and Export  The options of the selected preset

6"

& Scanning Optb‘ﬁ
Add Button °— —— 4]3 Add Eﬂ Save

Disk info only
1 volume(s) use this profile.

Disk and folders
1 volume(s) use this profile.

Basic file info (all scanning
plugins are disabled)

List of the scanning profiles |
in the catalog file

2 volume(s) use this profile.

ull file info (default)

i 2 volume(s) use this profile.

My Settings (copied from a
previous version)
The profile is not in use.

| | /

| / O *
|
>< Remove E— Import E—} Export
Profile: Full file info (default) f.f
General Scanning | File processing | Usage
Profile ID: 4 ~

(~) adding
Add roct level disk/folder (always on)
Add folders
Add files

- (=) Excluding

[] Do not add hidden files and folders to the catalog

[+f] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog

Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder

Exclude files and folders fram scanmning by mask
Thumbs.db;desktop.ini;*.tmp;*.bak

[+] Cloud Files On-Demand: do not download Online-only files

@ Updating
While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmaodified files (speeds up the update process)
Keep comments on update {do not overwrite non-empty comments)
[+/] Dizplay the Update Report every time the update process is complete

@ Finishing
Eject media when scanning is finished (if possible)

@ Checksums and hashes (*slow scanning)
[]cre3z
[ mMDs
[[]sHA256

["] Do not calculate for files smaller thar:

a

1,024 *{ M8

List of the scanning profiles
in the catalog file

Disk info only
1 volume(s) use this profile.

Disk and folders
1 volume(s) use this profile.

Basic file info (all scanning

plugins are disabled)
2 volume(s) use this profile.

 Full file info (default)
- 2 volume(s) use this profile.

My Settings (copied from a
previous version)
The profile s not in use.




All the sets of the scanning options are listed here. WinCatalog also displays the number of
disks that use each preset.

Add Button
. b Add

Click the Add button to create a new scanning profile, WinCatalog will suggest to copy values
from one of the existing profile.

o Save changes
Eﬂ Save

Click the Save button to save all changes you made for scanning profiles. If you wish to discard
changes, close the window. If there were any changes, WinCatalog will ask if you wish to save
or cancel changes. The Save button in active only if you made any changes, otherwise the
button is inactive.

Remove

>< Remove

Click the Remove button to delete the selected scanning profile. If the scanning profile is in use
by any drive, WinCatalog will ask for a scanning profile to switch to.

o Import and Export
[_% Import r—:; Export

Click the Export button to export the selected profile to a text file (JSON formatted values), or
the Import button to import another profile from a text file containing JSON formatted values.

o The options of the selected preset



Profile: Full file info (default)

General Scanning | File processing | Usage
Profile 10z 4
(~) Adding
Add roct level disk/folder (always on)
Add folders
Add files

(=) Excluding
["] Do not add hidden files and folders to the catalog
[/] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog
Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder
Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask
Thumbs.db;desktop.ni;*.tmp;*.bak EI
[/] Cloud Files On-Demand: do not download Online-gnly files

@ Updating
While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmodified files (speeds up the update process)

Keep comments on update {do not overwrite non-empty comments)
[+/] Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete

@ Finishing
Eject media when scanning is finished (if possible)

@ Checksums and hashes (*slow scanning)
[]creaz
[]mD3
[]5HA256

["] Do not calculate for files smaller than: 1,024 1 ME

Modify the options of the selected profile and click Save to save changes or Discard to cancel
the changes.

Modifying the scanning profile
To modify the scanning profile please select the scanning profile you wish to modify, change the options
you and click Save button to apply the changes. The changes will be saved into the current catalog file.
The changes you make are available for all the disks that uses the modified scanning profile. Please
note that changes you make affect the future scans and updates and does not change the previously
catalogued files (until you click the Update button).



Save Button MName of the scanning profile

& Scanning Options | O b
doadd [@save X Remove | [E- .m*m s Bpor
Disk info only Profile: Full file info (default)
1 volumeis) use this profile. General Scanning | File processing | Usage
Disk and folders @ addi Profile [D: 4
7 volurme(s) use this profile. Adding
. Add root level disk/folder (always on)
Basic file info (all scanning Add folders
plugins are disabled) [+] Add files
2 mfume(;) use this ﬂrﬂf ile.
o @ Excluding
The selected profile o ;“"ﬂf'le '“f" (t‘ffa“'t); ] Do not add hidden files and falders to the catalog
mume(s)user__spmfe [] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog
My Settings (copied frem a Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder
previous version) Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask
The profile is not in use. Thumbs.db;desktop.ini;*.tmp;*.bak El
[+/] Cloud Files On-Demand: do not download Online-only files
@ Updating

While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmedified files (speeds up the update process)
Kesp comments on update {do net overwrite non-empty comments)
[«/] Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete

@ Finishing
Eject media when scanning is finished (if possible)

@ Checksums and hashes (*slow scanning)
[]crcaz
[ mD5
[] sHAZ56
["] Do not calculate for files smaller than: 1,024 : MB

o The selected proflle

Fullflle mfn [default}
2 m!ume{ﬂ use rhr_'; pmf IE

The selected profile (set of the scanning options). All the options for this profile are loaded into
the right panels. For each scanning profile, WinCatalog displays the number of disks that use
the preset.

. Name of the scanning profile
Profile: Full file info (default)

The name of the scanning profile. WinCatalog displays the name in bold font and text in the
round brackets using a normal font.

. Save Button
Eﬂ Save

Click Save to apply the changes you made, or Discard to cancel the changes



Read more:
¢ General Scanning page
e File Processing page

e Usage page

General Scanning page
Change here the general scanning settings.

General Scanning | File processing | Usage
{») Adding

Addi i o Add root level disk/folder (always on)
Ing section —
9 Add folders

Add files

(=) Excluding

[«f] De not follow symbalic links (shortcuts to folders)
["] De not add hidden files and folders to the catalog

Profile IC: 4

["] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog

Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder

["] Do not add empty folders

Cloud Files On-Demand: do not download Online-only files

Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask
Thumbs.db;desktop.ini;*.tmp;*.bak

Include files and folders to scanning by mask
*Jpg:~pdf;*.avi;".mov

[f] Apply this rule to files [ ] Apply this rule to folders

@ Updating

. . While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmedified files (speeds up the update process)
Updatl ng section oﬁ Keep comments on update {do not overwrite non-empty comments)
[«] Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete
[+/] Track moved files and folders €

Select fields:  + Name Size [ |Created [ | Modified MD5 SHA256

@ Finishing
Ejexct media when scanning is finished (if possible)
[] Activate the main window when the scanning process is finished
[] Play sound when scanning is finished

@ Checksums and hashes (slow scanning)

[ ere3z
Checksums calculation section of LImps
[ 5HAZ56
["] Do not calculate for files smaller than: 1,024 : MB
[] Do not calculate for files larger than: 10,240 : ME
@ Other options

["] Do not display the total number of files to scan in the progress dialog (scans faster)

External plugins file processing timeout [seconds): 10

Prevent the computer from entering sleep while the scanning or updating process is running
Use custom TEMP folder

:] [

CRC32

STEMP% =
o Adding section
(A)Agding .
Add roct level disk/folder {always on)
Add folders
Add files

¢ "Add root level disk/folder" option is always on.

o If the "Add folders" option is on, WinCatalog will add folders to the catalog. If this option is

off, WinCatalog will not add folders and files to the catalog.



o If the "Add files" option is on, WinCatalog will add files to the catalog.

o Excluding section
() Excluding

[wf] Do not follow symbalic links (shortouts to folders)

[] Do not add hidden files and folders to the catalag

[] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog

[+] Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder

[ ] De not add empty folders

[+] Cloud Files On-Demand: do not download Online-only files
[+] Exclude files and folders fram scanning by mask

Thumbs.db;desktop.ni;*tmp;*.bak | == ]
[+] Include files and folders to scanning by mask

*Jpg;*.pdf*.avi;*.mov [[en |

[wf] Apply this rule to files  [_| Apply this rule to folders . .

Configure here what content will be excluded from the scanning.

Do not add hidden files and folder to the catalog - if this option is on, hidden files and
folder will not be added to the catalog.

Do not add system files and folders to the catalog - if this option is on, system files and
folders will not be added to the catalog.

Do not scan and add the Recycle Bin folder - if this option is on, WinCatalog will not scan
inside the Recycle Bin folder and will not add it to the catalog. It is recommended to keep this
option on, especially if you catalog a system drive.

Do not add empty folders - if this option is on, empty folders (that contain no files or sub-
folders) will not be added to the catalog.

Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask - if this option is on, WinCatalog will test
each file and folder it finds on the disk and if it matches the provided pattern, it will be skipped
(i.e. it will not be added to the catalog). Please note that WinCatalog uses the filename (or a
folder name) for testing, not the full path to the file. To modify the list of masks, please click the
ellipsis button [...] next to the field.

Include files and folders to scanning by mask. Enable the "Include files and folders to
scanning by mask" option to selectively add files and folders to the catalog based on a specified
pattern. This option is the opposite of the "Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask"
option. When enabled, only files and folders that match the provided pattern will be included in
the catalog.

- Apply this rule to files: Only files will be tested against the pattern, and all folders will be
added to the catalog.
- Apply this rule to folders: Only folders that match the pattern will be added to the catalog.

You can combine this option with the "Do not add empty folders" option to skip folders that do
not contain any files due to the filtering rules.



Note that WinCatalog tests only the filename or folder name against the pattern, not the full
path. To modify the list of masks, click the ellipsis button [...] next to the field.

o Updating section

'E'«jl Updating
[+] While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmedified files (speeds up the update process)
[+] Keep comments on update [do not overwrite non-empty comments)
[+ Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete
[«] Track moved files and folders €3

Select fields:  « Mame [+] Size [ | Created [ | Modified [+ MD5 [+] SHA256  [+] CRC32
Configure here how WinCatalog will update a disk or a folder.

While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmodified files (speeds up the update
process). If this option is on, during the update process, WinCatalog will skip all the files that
were not modified since a previous scan or update. WinCatalog checks the file size and last
modified date to decide if the file was modified or not. Please note that if you changed some
processing options (on the File processing tab), for example, if you changed the size for the
picture thumbnails, WinCatalog will not update the thumbnails for not modified pictures if this
option is turned on. Please turn it off for the updating session. Please don't forget to turn it
back on for the future updates.

Keep comments on update (do not overwrite non-empty comments). If this option is
on, WinCatalog will never overwrite the non-empty comments. For example, WinCatalog may
store parts of text files in the comments, but if this option is enabled WinCatalog will not update
comments even if the file contents is changed.

Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete. If this option is
on, WinCatalog will display the update report after each updating process where it will show all
the added, deleted and updated items.

Track moved files and folders. When this option is enabled, WinCatalog will attempt to
detect files that have been moved across the drive during each update session by matching the
selected fields. All chosen fields must match for a file or folder to be identified as moved. Learn
more about tracking moved files here.

o Finishing section
'E] Finishing
[+#] Eject media when scanning is finished (if possible)

[ ] activate the main window when the scanning process is finished
[] Play sound when scanning is finished

Configure here what should WinCatalog do when the scanning or updating process ends. It can
Eject the removable media (if possible). The option to play sound when the process ends was
removed from WinCatalog since the 2021.1 version.

o Checksums calculation section



@ Checlksums and hashes (slow scanning)

[ | CRC32

[] MDs

[] sHAZ56

[] Do not calculate for files smaller than: 1,024 1 MB
[] Do not calculate for files larger than: 10,240 = ME

For every file WinCatalog can calculate a checksum or a hash. Currently 3 different options are
available: calculate CRC32 checksum, MD5 (the fastest one), and SHA256 (the slowest). You
can also exclude small or large files from the calculation by turning the "Do not calc MD5/SHA/
CRC32 for files smaller than" and "Do not calc MD5/SHA/CRC32 for files larger than" options
on.

Other options section
@ Cther options

[] Do not display the total number of files to scan in the progress dialog (scans faster)

[+] External plugins file processing timeout (seconds): 10

[+] Prevent the computer from entering sleep while the scanning or updating process is running
[+] Use custom TEMP folder

%TEMP% B

Do not display the total number of files to scan in the progress dialog (scans faster).
If this option is on, WinCatalog will not calculate the number of files it has to scan. WinCatalog
never calculates this number for optical drives, but you can also turn it off for hard drives
(turning this option on has sense for slow drives).

External plugins file processing timeout. The number of seconds WinCatalog should wait
until a processing module grabs an additional info about a file. The default value is 10 seconds
per a file, but for optical drives WinCatalog multiplies this value by 3 (so, for the optical drives,
the default value is 30 seconds per a file).

Prevent the computer from entering sleep mode during scanning or updating. Enable
this option to keep your computer awake while scanning or updating processes are running.

Use custom TEMP folder. Enable this option to specify a custom location for storing
temporary files during the scanning or updating processes.

File Processing page (Part 1)

Change here the way how WinCatalog processes different types of files.



General Scanning | File processing | Usage

@ File Explorer tags
Extract File Explorer tags
Keywords (Tags)
Split Hierarchical Keywords (Tags)

Comments
[«f] Rating
Extensions
Images Jpg; Jpeg; if; Aiff, png; .bmp; gif E|
Audio files | mp3; flac; .wma; .wav; EI —=al
Documents | .doc; .docx; .xls; xlsx; .ppt; .pptx; .pdf; .odt; .ods; .odp; EI
[] videofiles | .wmv; .mp4; .avi; 00
[] Other files dwg; .dxf; .stl; .step; .stp; .

(=) Archives and ISO files
[+f] Extract contents from archives and 150 files

OEM code page (0 - use default) | g - Default w
Bxtensions | .zip; .rar; .7z .7zip; is0; .nrg; ZipxK El

@ Pictures and digital photographs

Create and keep thumbnail images inside the catalog
[ Limnit the number of thurbnails per folder 10 |5 — g

Prefer embedded thumbnails (if available); embedded thumbnails are usually 160x160

Size of thumbnails (in pixels) | 250 x 250 -
Do not keep thumbnails for small images

Small images are less than {in pixels) | 48 = 48 w

Bdensions | jpg; .png; .psd; .ai; .gif; Jpeg; .bmp; wmf; .emf; .ico; .tbn; .psb; .eps; svg; El

Exif and IPTC tags

Extract EXIF tags from digital photographs
[«f] Extract IPTC tags from digital photographs

Bdensions  jpg;peq;.png;.tiff.tif, El

RAW images

Extract EXIF and |PTC tags from RAW files
Create and keep thumbnail for RAW images
[ Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10 :

Size of thumbnails {in pixels) | 250 x 250 h

Bxtensions | 3fr; .ari; .arw; bay; braw; .crw; cr2; .cr3; cap; .data; dcs; der dng; drf; o EI

Thumbnails from other types of files bt

o File Explorer Tags



@ File Explorer tags

Extract File Explorer tags
Keywords (Tags)
Split Hierarchical Keywords (Tags)
Comments
[+f] Rating

Extensions
Images Jpg; jpeg; 1if, 4iff; .png; .omp; gif;
Audio files | .mp3; flac wma: .wav:
Documents | doc; .dook xls; xlsx ppt; pptx; pdf; .odt; .ods; .odp;

[ video files | wmv; .mpd; .avi:

IHAAA

[] Other files dwg; duf; st step; .stp;

Configure these options to extract File Explorer Tags from files (you can see File Explorer Tags
on the Details tab in File Explorer)

Archives and ISO files
(~) Archives and ISO files
[f] Extract contents from archives and 150 files

OEM code page (0 - use default) | 0 - Default w
Extensions | .ZIp; .rar; .7z .7Zip; Jiso; .nrg; Zipx; EI

Extract contents from archives and ISO files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab

the list of files and folders located in archives. Please note that WinCatalog does not parse

the files inside archives, it just gets the list of the files and basic file properties. For example,
WinCatalog will not grab thumbnails for pictures located inside archives, or will not grab the

contents of the archives, located inside archives.

Extensions. Files with the extensions from the list will be parsed as archives.

OEM code page. For non-unicode archives containing non-English filenames, WinCatalog will
use the OEM codepage. If 0 (default) is selected, the Windows default codepage will be used.

o Pictures and digital photographs section



f_ﬂ] Pictures and digital photographs

[+] Create and keep thumbnail images inside the catalog
[ ] Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10

[+#] Prefer embedded thumbnails (if available); embedded thumbnails are usually 160x160
Size of thumbnails {in pixels) | 250 = 250 s
[+] Do not keep thumbnails for small images

Small images are less than (in pixels) | 48 = 48 hd

Bitensions | jpg; .png; .psd; .ai; .gif; jpeg; .bmp; samt .emf, ico; tbn; .psb; eps; svg; L

&

if and IPTC tags

[+] Extract EXIF tags from digital photographs
[+f] Extract IFTC tags from digital photographs

Extensions | jpgjpeg;.png. tiff. if (o]

RAW images

[+] Extract EXIF and IPTC tags from RAW files
[+] Create and keep thumbnail for RAW images
[ ] Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10

Size of thumbnails {in pixels) | 250 = 250 ~

Extensions | .3fr .an; .arw; bay; .braw; .crw; .cr2; .cr3; .cap; .data; .dcs; .dor; .dng; .drf; o | e

Thumbnails from other types of files

Thumbnail Extraction

Create and keep thumbnail images inside the catalog. If this option is on, WinCatalog
will create thumbnails for pictures and will store them in the catalog.

Limit the number of thumbnails per folder. Enable this option to limit the number of
thumbnails generated per folder. When activated, only a specified number of thumbnails will be
created for each folder.

Prefer embedded thumbnails (if available). If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab
embedded thumbnails (they are embedded in the EXIF tags) instead of creating the thumbnails
by resizing the original image. Turning this option on increases the speed of processing digital
photos, but please note that embedded thumbnails are usually 160x160.

Create and keep thumbnails for RAW files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab
thumbnails for RAW files (photos created by digital cameras).



Thumbnail size (in pixels). This option sets the size of the thumbnails to grab. Please

note that if the "embedded thumbnails" option is on, this option will not have effect for the
embedded thumbnails. Since the 2021.1 version, this option can be set individually for each
type of thumbnails: pictures, RAW images, shell thumbnails, video files, album covers for music
files, book covers, Audio CD/track covers. The default value is 250x250 pixels.

Do not keep thumbnails for small images. If this option is on, WinCatalog will skip small
images and will not create thumbnails for them.

Small images are less than (in pixels). The size of the small images in pixels. If the image
fit the defined square, it is considered as small.

Extensions for photos and pictures. File with these extensions will be processed as
pictures.

Extensions for RAW images. File with these extensions will be processed as RAW images.

Exif data processing

Extract EXIF tags from digital photographs. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab and
save EXIF tags in the catalog. This option is applicable for RAW, JPG and other types of images
that may have embedded EXIF tags.

Other files

Extract thumbnails from other types of files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will try to
extract thumbnails from files with extensions listed in the "Other types extensions" option.
WinCatalog uses File Explorer to grab the thumbnails for these types of files. The thumbnails for
the listed types of files are not guaranteed.

File Processing page (Part 2)

Change here the way how WinCatalog processes different types of files.



@ Audio files

Extract ID3 tags from audio files
Create a tag with Artist name
Extract alburn cover images from audio files

L

[ ] Limit the number of cover images per folder
Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250 ¥
Bxtensions | .mp3; .wav, wma, .ogg; .oga; asf mda; .mdb; mdp; .mpd; flac g EI

@ Media information for video files

[+/] Grab media info from video files
Extract thumbnails from video files

[ ] Limit the number of thurbnails per folder 10 :
Size of thumbnails (in pixels) | 250 = 250 I
Thumbnail extraction method | FFmpeq ¥

Bxtensions | .avi; mpd; .mky; mdv; 3gp; . flv, wmy; mpeg; .mpg; .mpe; mlv; .ash .og EI

(~) PDF files

[+f] Generate preview images for POF files
[ ] Limit the number of thurmbnails per folder 10

Size of images (in pixels) | 1080 = 1080 -

Extract and keep text from PDF files
[o] Limit text to keep
Mumber of characters to keep 2,000 E

Extensions | .pdf; EI

(~) Office Files

Generate preview images for Office documents
[] Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10

Size of images (in pixels) | 1080 = 1080 -
Extract and keep text from Office documents
Limit text to keep
Mumber of characters to keep 2,000 E

Bxtensions | .docx; .doc; rif; adsx; s .pphe ppt; .odt; ods; odp; .md, EI

@ Grab info from E-book files

Grab info from E-book files

Replace filename by Author [/ Title value
[ ] Create tags for Authors

[+] Extract cover images from E-book: files

peale o Lol ot

—o Audio files section

Media Information
for video files section

o Audio files section



- .
() Audio files

[«] Extract ID3 tags from audio files
[+] Create a tag with Artist name
[+] Extract alburn cover images from audio files

[] Limit the number of cover images per folder 3 Is
Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250 ¥

Extensions | .mp3; .wav, wma; .o0gg; .00a; .asf; .mda; .mdb; .mdp; .mpd; flac R

Extract ID3 tags from audio files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will try to extract ID3 tags
from Audio files.

Replace filename by Artist - Title value. WinCatalog stores two values - the original
filename, and name (or display nhame). If this option is on, WinCatalog will replace the display
name by the "Artist - Title" pattern it grabs from the ID3 tags. Changing the display hame does
not affect the filename and the file will not "lose the connection" with the original file.

Append track number to the new title. If this option is on, WinCatalog will also append the
track number grabbed from ID3 tags to the display name.

Extract thumbnails from audio files. Some ID3 tags have album covers or other pictures. If
this option is on, WinCatalog will extract and store these pictures in the catalog.

Create a tag with Artist name. If this option is on, WinCatalog will create a tag using the
Artist name from the ID3 tags and link the file the tag. If the tag already exists, the existing tag
will be linked with the file.

Extensions. Files with these extensions will be processed as audio files.

Media Information
for video files section

@ Media information for video files

[+f] Grab media info from video files
[+] Extract thumbnails from video files

[ Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10
Size of thumbnails {in pixels) | 250 = 250 “
Thumbnail extraction method | FFmpeg N

Bdtensions | .avi; .mpd; .mikv; .mdv; 3gp; flv; wmv; .mpeg; .mpg; .mpe; .m1v; .asf;, .og | ==

Grab media info from vide files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab media information
from video files like duration, resolution, video and audio channels information, codec, etc.

Extract thumbnails from video files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab thumbnails for
video files and store them in the catalog.



Thumbnail extraction method. There are two options: "System, FFmpeg" (default), and
"FFmpeg'.

If the first option ("System,; FFmpeg") is selected, WinCatalog tries to grab thumbnails using File
Explorer. In other words, if you see thumbnails for video files, WinCatalog will grab exactly the
same thumbnails. This method work quickly, but since the thumbnails depend on File Explorer,
they are not guaranteed. If the File Explorer is failed to provide a thumbnail for a video file,
WinCatalog users FFmpeg - a tool that extracts a frame from approximately a middle of the
video file. This method is slower than System, but supports more video formats and codecs.

If the second option ("FFmpeg') is selected, WinCatalog uses FFmpeg only to grab the
thumbnails.

Extensions. Files with these extensions will be processed as video files.

NOTICE: This processing module currently is also used for grabbing ID3 tags from the .flac
audio files. That is why you see the .flac extension in the list.

PDF Files
(=) PDF files

[+f] Generate preview images for PDF files
[] Limit the number of thumbnails per folder

LY

Size of images {in pixels) | 1080 = 1080 ~

[+] Extract and keep text from PDF files
[f] Limit text to keep -
Mumber of characters to keep 2,000 :

Extensions | pdf: -

WinCatalog can generate preview images of the first pages (covers) of PDF files, extract text
from the PDF files, and make this text searchable.

o Office Files
(~) Office Files

[+] Generate preview images for Office documents
[ ] Limit the number of thumbnails per folder 10 |=

Size of images (in pixels] | 1080 = 1080 “
[«] Extract and keep text from Office documnents
[+] Limit text to keep -
Mumber of characters to keep 2,000 :

Extensions | .docy doc; .rtf, wlsw xs pphe ppt: odt ods; .odp; .md; oo

WinCatalog can generate preview images of office documents, extract text, and make this text
searchable. The supported document types include:

- Microsoft Word: Both old (.doc) and modern (.docx) file formats.
- Microsoft Excel: Both .xls and .xlsx file formats.

- Microsoft PowerPoint: Both .ppt and .pptx file formats.

- OpenDocument Text: .odt files.



- OpenDocument Spreadsheets: .ods files.
- OpenDocument Presentations: .odp files.

- Markdown: .md files.

The list of extensions may be configured on your own.

File Processing page (Part 3)

Change here the way how WinCatalog processes different types of files.

General Scanning | File processing | Usage

(=) Grab info from E-book files
5 Grab info from E-book files

General information

Replace filename by Author f Title value
[] Create tags for Authors
[+f] Extract cover images from E-book files

Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250

Extensions | .epub; .mobi; prc; .azw; .azws3; ibook; .fb2;

@ Text files processing
. Extract contents of text files and keep it as Comments

for E-book files section

Limit text to keep
Mumber of characters to keep 256 E

Extensions | .txt; .diz; .me; ion; log;

@ HTML files and saved web pages

°Text files processing section

HTML files and saved

Process contents of HTML files

Extensions | htm: html: mht shimil:

@ Audio CDs

web pages section

Download details from the Intemet

For disc record
[] Create a tag with Artist name
Download cover image

Size of images {in pixels) | 250 = 250

For each track
[] Create a tag with Artist name
Download cover image

Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250

Sources | MusicBrainz.org

| Restore all extensions to default values

° Downloading details for Audio CDs

General information
for E-book files section

e Restore default extensions



':Ajl Grab info from E-book files

[+] Grab info from E-book files

[+] Replace filename by Authar / Title value
[] Create tags for Authars

[+f] Extract cover images from E-book files

Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250 ~

Extensions | .epuby; .mobi; .prc; azw; .azw3; ibook; fb2; o

This processing module grabs info from electronic books. Currently it supports three major
formats: Electronic Publication (ePub), Amazon Kindle (mobi), and FictionBook (FB2).

Grab info from E-book files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab the info from e-books.

Replace filename by Author / Title value. For every file, WinCatalog stores two values -
the original filename, and name (or display name). If this option is on, WinCatalog will replace
the display name by the "Author - Title" pattern grabed from the e-book metadata. Changing
the display name does not affect the filename and the file will not "lose the connection" with the
original file.

Create tags for Authors. If this option is on, WinCatalog will create tags using the Author
names grabbed from e-book metadata and link the book with the tags. If the tag(s) already
exist(s), the existing tags will be linked with the file.

Extract cover images from E-book files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will grab
embedded covers from e-book files (some books may have no cover images).

Extensions. Files with these extensions will be processed as video files.

o Text files processing section

':A:I Text files processing

. [#] Extract contents of text files and keep it as Comments
[«] Limit text to keep -
Number of characters to keep 256 1

Extensions | .txt; .diz; .me; .ion; log; wew

Extract contents of text files and keep it as Comments. If this option is on, WinCatalog
will copy some text from text files and store them in the comments field for the file record in the
catalog.

Limit text to keep. If this option is on, WinCatalog will limit the store text according to the
"Number of characters to keep' (next option). Otherwise, it will store all the text from the text
files.

Number of characters to keep. The maximum number of characters to grab from the text
files and keep in comments. Please note that WinCatalog limits the text only if the option "Limit



text to keep' is on. The number is the number of characters, so it works identically for Unicode
and ANSI text files.

Extensions. Files with these extensions will be processed as text files.

HTML files and saved
web pages section
@ HTML files and saved web pages
- Process contents of HTML files

Extensions  .htr: html: bt shtmil: EI

WinCatalog can extract titles from HTML files and saved web pages (MHT files).

Process contents of HTML files. If this option is on, WinCatalog will extract titles from the
HTML and MHT files.

Extensions. Files with these extensions will be processed as web pages.

o Downloading details for Audio CDs
@ Audio CDs
: Download details from the Intemet

For disc record
[ ] Create a tag with Artist name
Download cover image

Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250 ¥

For each track
[ ] Create a tag with Artist name
Download cover image

Size of images (in pixels) | 250 = 250 ¥

Sources | MusicBrainzorg *

WinCatalog can download details of Audio CDs, including disc covers from the Internet.
Currently, only one online source is supported (MusicBrainz.org), other online sources will be
added later. To add an Audio CD to your catalog, insert it into the drive. WinCatalog computes
a unique disk ID, passes it to the server (no other information is passing), and receives back
the disc title, artist name, list of tracks with durations, and disc cover image. Adding discs by
scanning barcodes is not supported in the current version, but is planned for future updates.

o Restore default extensions

Restore all extensions to default values

Click here to restore all extensions lists in all sections to their default values.
Usage page

On this page you can see the list of disks and folders that use the selected set of the scanning options.



¢ Scanning Options O x
:ﬂ:v Add Eﬂ Save >< Remove E— Import |:—:} Export

Disk info only Profile: Basic file info (all scanning plugins are disabled)

1 volume(s) use thr.-;pruﬁ!e. General Scanning | File processing | Usage

Disk and folders MName Comments Size Modified = Added
1 volume(s) use this profile. My Old Projects 6.9 GE 12/1/2021 1:58 PM 2/18/2022 12:01
Basic file info (all scanning &g Local Disk (C:) 162 GB 21872022 12:03 PM 2/18/2022 12:02 |

plugins are disabled)
2 volume(s) use this profile.

Full file info (default)
2 volume(s) use this profile.

My Settings (copied from a
previous version)
The profile (s not in use.

Switching between Scanning Profiles
When you add a disk of a folder to the catalog, WinCatalog remembers the scanning profile that
was selected in the Add Disk or Add Folder dialog. WinCatalog applies the selected scanning profile
automatically every time you Update the disk.

You can change the scanning profile for the disk on the Volume Info tab of the item properties.

Please select the disk, folder, or any file or a folder from the disk, make a right mouse click and select
Properties, this will open the Properties for the item. Follow to the Volume Info tab and you will see the
disk properties.




q?r; Properties >
General File Info  Velume Info  User Defined Fields Tags  Thumbnail
|
‘ S | My Projects |
|
| Volume label: | My Projects |
Serial number: | 12BB-F5CF |
Volume type: “a Fixed drive e
File system: | NTFS |
Sy
Root path: | Dy | »
Disk number: | B =
Added and
5f16/2018 11:05:09 AM I M
pdated: | 16/ I Never |
Total space: | 55.9 GB (60,019,437, 568 Bytes) |
Free space: | 10.14 GB (10,885,201,920 Bytes) |
Scanning options: | Full file info (default) — 40 Selected scanning profile
K Cancel Apply

o Selected scanning profile

Scanning options: | Full file info (default) -

You can easily switch the disk to another set of the scanning option. Please note that changing
the scanning profile affects the future updates only. For example, if you switch "Disk only",
WinCatalog will not remove all the files and folder from the catalog until you click the Update
button.

Tracking moved files and folders
The "Track Moved Files and Folders" feature in WinCatalog helps maintain catalog
integrity by detecting files that have been moved to a different location within the same
drive. This prevents data loss by preserving manually entered information such as
comments, thumbnails, tags, and custom fields.

How It Works

During each update session, WinCatalog follows these steps to identify moved files:

1. Detecting Deletions and Additions



If a file that was previously cataloged is not found in its original location, it is initially
marked as "deleted." Any new files detected in the update session are marked as
"added."

2. Matching Moved Files

For each file marked as "deleted," WinCatalog searches for a corresponding file in the
"added" list. The software compares the selected fields (e.g., file size, date modified, and
checksum) between the deleted and added files. If all selected fields match, the software
recognizes the file as moved and updates its status accordingly.

3. Data Preservation

If a file is marked as "moved," WinCatalog transfers associated metadata from the old file
entry to the new one, including Comments, Thumbnails, Tags, and Custom fields. This
ensures that manually entered information is retained even after files are relocated.

Important Considerations

1. To be recognized as a moved file, the filename must remain the same. Renamed
files cannot be tracked as moved.

2. This feature works exclusively for files moved within the same drive and does not
track renamed files.

Enabling "Track Moved Files and Folders" in WinCatalog ensures that manually added
information remains intact when files are relocated. This feature enhances catalog
accuracy and efficiency during updates by identifying moved files and preserving
associated metadata.

Read more
Sets of the Scanning Options
Scanning Options Manager

Adding a Disk Dialog




List of drives 07

et

catalog

4

Please select a drive or a folder for adding to the

Other options can be changed later...

Local Disk (C:)

My Projects (D:)
10.14 GB free of 55.9 GB

Kalymnos (W:)

{j} @ {j}

52.03 GB free of 237.33 GB

13.49 GB free of 931.39 GB

St name: My Projects
Location in the catalog: Catalog
Disk number: 1

Disk: location: not set

Scanning options:

Full file info {default)

— |
y —
—

QK Cancel

o

OK button Cancel button

Dirive name

/

/

s

4

Location in the catalog

° Disc number

Disk location
and sublocation

I ﬂ Scanning options

This dialog allows you to select a drive for adding to the catalog

o List of drives

Lecal Disk (C:)
52,03 GE free of 237.53 GB

My Projects (D:)
10,14 GB free of 533.9 GB

Kalymnos (W:)
13.49 GB free of 931.39 GE

The list of drives displays all available local discs and mapped network drives. If you want to
index an unmapped network location, use Add folder command instead (see Adding a Folder

Dialog).

2 Drive name

Set name:

My Projects




Using the Drive Name edit box you can set the name to the disc as it will be shown in the
catalog.

Location in the catalog

Location in the catalog: Catalog i

Using the Location in the catalog combo box you can select where to add the new disc.

Disc number

-

Disk number; 1

-

Using this field you can assign an unique number to each disc. The Disk Number is
automatically incremented field. On the example above, the next value will be 272, then 273,
etc.

Disk location
and sublocation

Disk: location: not set -

Here you can set where the disk is physically located. It could be a physical shelf, cardboard
box, CD binder, disc wallet or anything you want.

The Location field consists of two part: General Location and Sub Location.

General Location (or Location) means something that can be the same for several items, for
example a cardboard box, or a disc wallet. The General locations can be managed by the
location manager.

The Sub Location makes the location more exact. In example above it shows the page number
inside the disc wallet.

o Scanning options
Scanning options: Full file info {default) b

Select the scanning options profile that will be used to process the current disk. WinCatalog
remembers your choice for each disk and reuse this profile each time you update the disk.

OK button

Click OK button to start scanning process

o Cancel button

Cancel



Click Cancel button to close the dialog and cancel adding a disk

Adding a Folder Dialog

B Add to the catalog: x

to the catalog

Please select a drive or a folder for adding
@ Other options can be changed later...

Elﬂ Onelrive M
G- Al
[ * 1900-1979

----- % 1930-1983
-

----- 1986-1993
Folders o _____ “ 1004
1995
1997
1993-2004
2004

..... 2005 W

e | 1986-1993 | ——o Folder name
Location in the catalog: | " Catalog Vl 40 Client area

Disk number: | 1 %| —40 Disc number
Disk: location: | notset | |———° Disc location

Scanning options: |Fu|| file info (default) w l__ .__\o Scanning options

oS Sw S S

0K button Cancel button

o Folders



Elfﬂ CneDrive s
-l ™ Al
- * 1900-1979
----- * 1930-1983
----- " 1985-1993
..... = og4
..... = 9495
..... = og7
* 1993-2004
2004
..... " 2005 W

< >

The list of folders available for indexing.

Folder name

Set name: | 1935-1993 |

Using the edit box you can set the name to the folder as it will be shown in the catalog.

Client area

Location in the catalog: Catalog o

Using the Location in the catalog combo box you can select where to add the new folder.

Disc number

Y

Disk number: 1 =

Using this field you can assign an unique number to each drive. The Disk Number is
automatically incremented field. On the example above, the next value will be 273, then 274,
etc.

o Disc location

Disk location: notset
Here you can set where the disc with the folder is physically located. It could be a physical shelf,
cardboard box, CD binder, disc wallet or anything you want.

The Location field consists of two part: General Location and Sub Location.

General Location (or Location) means something that can be the same for several items, for
example a cardboard box, or a disc wallet. The General locations can be managed by the
location manager.

The Sub Location makes the location more exact. For example it may be the page nhumber
inside the disc wallet.



o Scanning options
Scanning options: Full file info {default) b

Select the scanning options profile that will be used to process the current folder. WinCatalog
remembers your choice for each folder you add and reuse this profile each time you update the
folder.

OK button

Click OK button to start scanning process

o Cancel button

Cancel

Click Cancel button to close the dialog and cancel adding a disc

Indexing Progress Dialog
_Scann'lng the disk... u

Scanning folder: G:\Euro Trip\2009-08-07 Motre Dame and
Sacré Coeur),

Current job o

Current file e— -
Progress information G

| GA\Euro Trip“2009-08-07 Motre Dame and Sacré Coeur\IMG_2885 JPG

| _—
tems processed: 97 from 198

St : Most recent stored thumbnail

PFictures:

Files:

Audio:

Folders:

Archives:

Statistic information 0

WinCatalog displays the progress dialog while it scans a disc or a folder.

o Current job

Scanning folder: G:\Euro Trip\2009-08-07 Notre Dame and
Sacré Coeur,

The yellow banner displays the information about the current indexing job.

Current file
| G:\Euro Trip2003-08-07 Notre Dame and Sacré CosurMG_2883.JPG

WinCatalog is processing this file.



o Progress information

|
tems processed: 97 from 198

Progress information displays how many items have been processed to the moment.

Statistic information

Statistics:

Files: 2 Fictures: 93
Folders: 2 Audio: 0
Archives: 1]

The statistic information displays how many files of different types been processed by
WinCatalog.

Most recent stored thumbnail
Latest thumbnail:

This panel displays the most recent stored thumbnail image.

Cancel

Click the Cancel button if you want to abort scanning job. No information will be added to the
catalog.

Catalog Title and Comments Dialog



B8, Catalog title and comments... >

- Set title and comments for the catalog file...
A

Title: |

Comments:

Comments o——

OK button  Cancel button

o Title

Title: | |

Set the catalog file title. It will be displayed in the caption of the Main window.

o Comments

Comments:

Set the comments for the catalog file.

OK button

Click OK to apply changes.



o Cancel button

Cancel

Click Cancel to close the dialog without changes.

Actualizing (Updating) a Drive or a Folder
The contents of drives and folders change. You can add new files, delete files that you no longer need,
move files from one folder to another, or simply rename files.

To reflect all the changes you made, please select the previously cataloged disk or the folder you want
to actualize and click the Update button on the toolbar or in the context menu.

%4

Update

How WinCatalog Identifies Drives in the System

To identify drives in the system, WinCatalog uses volume serial numbers (a pseudo-unique hexadecimal
number assigned to a drive during the creation of the file system during the format process) and
volume labels.

Remark: volume serial numbers of hard drives usually don't change, but they may change for optical
drives after burning new sessions.

Please also note that the volume serial numbers are usually based on a combination of the date and
time that the drive was formatted. For some manufacturers, hard drives from the same consignment
may have the same serial numbers. That is why as an additional paramete;, WinCatalog uses Volume
Labels (these values are usually assigned by customers based on their needs).

If the drive with the given Volume Serial Number and Volume Label isn't connected to your computer,
WinCatalog will ask you to connect the drive:



Connect a drive or insert a disc...

ot

You are accessing a file or a folder stored on a drive that is not connected to
your computer at the moment. Flease connect the drive with the following
parameters and click Retry.

Property Walue
S = Disk info
@ CO Name Firenze [521]
( = YWolume label Firenze
= E;’ Foot path F:
Serial number JCBE-2DEZ
Type Removable
Physical location
Digk. number &9
Comments Labeled: 21

[#]Check volume label and volume serial number

Retry ¢ Cancel

.................................

Select anather...

If the Volume Serial Number or Volume Label were changed since the last scan or update sessions,
in the "Connect Drive" prompt (on the screenshot above) click the Select Another button to select
the drive, then unmark the "Check volume label and volume serial number" checkbox, and click the
Retry button. Please be careful, when unmarking the "Ckeck volume label and volume serial number"
checkbox, double check that you have selected the correct drive letter to update.

The Scanning Profile for Updating the Drive or the Folder
The update process reuses the scanning profile selected on adding the drive or the folder to the

catalog. To change the scanning profile, open Properties of the drive or the folder, follow to the Volume
Info tab, and switch the Scanning Profile. Click OK to apply changes.

Update Report

The Update process will search for changes on the disk and update the catalog: WinCatalog will add
files that have been added, it will remove deleted files from the catalog, and it will update files that
have been modified since the last scan/update session.

After the process ends, you get the Update Report - the list of files and folders that were added,
updated, or deleted during the session.



L& Update Report - WinCatalog 2023 O et

E Save Report | Ubud [#42] (Removable) - Update summary: 123,963 item{s) added, 8 item(s) updates, 13 item(s) deleted.

[ | MName % | Result 4 | File path Size Type

D resource.h -ﬁ-ﬁ-‘u:ldeu:l E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z"\My Projects... 95 KB VisualStudio h.5.0
D resource.h bak -Q- Added E: My Projects_2022_03_11.7z\My Projects... 67 KB  BAK File

D ribbonHightlighted Button .cpp -ﬁ-ﬁdded E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z My Projects... ZKB  VisualStudio.cpp. 5.0
D ribbonHightlighted Button h -Q-Added E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z My Projects... 364 Bytes  VisualStudio h.5.0
D wiRibbonBar.cpp -ﬁ-ﬁdded E:\My Projects_20272_03_11.7z%My Projects... ZKB  VisualStudio.cpp. 5.0
D wiRibbanBar h -ﬁ-ﬁdded E: My Projects_2022_03_11.7z\My Projectsh... 456 Bytes  VisualStudio h.5.0
D gearchQueryStart Params.h +Mded E:\My Projects_2022 03 _11.7z%My Projects... TKB  VisualStudio.h 9.0
D w3Breadcrumb.cpp + Added E:\My Projects 2022 03_11.7z%My Projects.... 12KB  VisualStudio.cpp.9.0
D wiBreadcrumb h -ﬁ-f-‘u:ldeu:l E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z"\My Projects... ZKB  VisualStudio h 5.0
D w3Gnd ListView cpp + Added E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z"My Projects. .. 16 KB  VisualStudio cpp 5.0
D w3Grd ListView h -Q-Added E:My Projects_2022_03_11.7z"My Projects... ZKB  VisualStudio h 5.0
ﬁ wilMainTabs.cpp el Added E:\My Projects_2022_03_11.7z My Projects... 21KB  VisualStudio cpp 5.0
Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete

Skip Unmodified Files

The update process is much faster than the initial scanning process because by default WinCatalog
skips files that weren't modified since the last session. This helps to speed up the updating process.
This option is turned on by default for each scanning profile.

If you switch a scanning profile and update the disk, or if you change any processing options, for
example, the size of picture thumbnails, or an amount of text to grab from text or PDF files, only files
that were modified since the previous scan will be updated.

To update all the files you should switch this option temporarily off. Please click the Scanning Options
button on the toolbar, select the scanning profile to modify (most probably, "Full file info (default)" or
"My Settings), and on the General Scanning tab unmark the following option: "While updating a disk
or a folder: skip unmodified files (speeds up the update process)". Make the same changes to other
scanning profiles if needed. Click Save and update your disk(s).

Please do not forget to turn this option back on to speed up future updates.
Read more

¢ General Scanning Tab of the Scanning Options.
¢ Scanning Options Manager

¢ Modifying the Scanning Options

¢ Adding a Disk Dialog

¢ Adding a Folder Dialog

¢ Indexing Progress Dialog

Change Password Dialog



i "
## Change password... | 28 |
 Set password for the collection file.
o Flease type the current password and new password twice, o The current password
-
|- "ﬂ-f’---
Cumert password: IIITITITTS
New password: R - — 40 Mew password
Confirmation: sases i |
— .
Password confirmation
Cacs

|
] ")
T

OK button  Cancel button

The current password
Curmrent passward: Il

Type here the current password for the catalog file. If the password has not been set yet, leave
this field blank.

New password

Mew password: e

Type a new password for the catalog file. To reset the current password leave this field blank.

Password confirmation
Corfimation: LAl L

Confirm the new password by typing it once again. To reset the current password leave this
field blank as well.

OK button

Click OK to set the new password.

o Cancel button

Cancel

Click Cancel to exit without changes.



The article des

Limit the number of parallel threads m Maximum number of paralel threads: 5

Use external (fast)

Save these settings also as the Default °7 [T Save these settings also as the Default Settings for new catalog files

Settings for new ca

°L

Search Index Options

cribing the external (fast) search index is located here.

2, Search Index Options >

‘Configure Search Index Options here: increase the search speed by creating and
automatically maintaining a Fast Search Index. For slow drive, limit the number of
parallel threads.

[7] Limit the number of parallel threads

n
'_)‘i Ak
|

search index ef [¥]Use extemal search index

Status:

0 Recreate Fast Search Index

Exists: Yes
Status: Valid
Path: D:\My Catalogs\. wincatalogh2020. ful.w3cat. searchIndex

Size: 322 MB . °The current state of the external search index
Size on disk: 158.9 MB

Cancel

talog files

imit the number of parallel threads
[] Limit the number of parallel threads

Maximum number of parallel threads: 2 =

Each modern computer has several processors, the high search speed is reached by
iterating data in parallel threads on different processors. Best performance may be
achieved when the catalog file and the search index are located on SSD drives.

When the catalog file is stored on slower drives, especially on optical drives (DVDs,
CDs), or shared in a local network and accessed via a slow network connection, the high
number of parallel threads may cause the search index to work slow because of low disk
speed. In that case, you may want to limit the number of parallel threads to 2 for slow
network drives and slow external hard drives or to 1 for optical drives.

Use external (fast) search index

Use extemal search index

Mark or unmark the "Use external search index" checkbox to enable or disable the
external (fast) search index.

If the external search index was not previously created, and you turn it on, the index will
be created when you click the OK button.

If the external search index exists, but you turned it off, all files will be deleted from the
disk and WinCatalog will perform searches using the catalog file only (works slower than
using the external search index).



Recreate Fast Search Index
=

Click this button to recreate Fast Search Index

o The current state of the external search index

Exists: Yes
Status: Valid
Path: D:\My Catalogsh, wincatalogh2020. full.w3cat. searchIndex

Size: 322 MB
Size on disk: 153.9 MB

The current state, location, and size of the external (fast) search index.

o Save these settings also as the Default
Settings for new catalog files

[ ] Save these seftings also as the Default Settings for new catalog files

If you have several catalog files, you may want to use the same settings for all files. Save these
settings as default values for new catalog files. By default, when you create a new catalog

file, WinCatalog will turn the external (fast) search index on and will not limit the number of
parallel threads. Changing the settings and applying them as default values for new catalog files
changes this behavior. Saving this configuration will not affect any other existing catalog file.

Switching between Grid (detailed) View and Thumbnails View

WinCatalog supports two types of views to represent data: a grid or detailed view and a thumbnails
view.

You can switch between views by clicking the down arrow button next to the Catalog Path control:
9 Main r o l

| Catalog » Hard Drives »

O  Mame + | Size Type
= Firenze 879.89 GB

= FogBits 20363 GB reed drive
= Milano 13 Fixed drive
« Panther Beach F72GEB  Fixed drive

Paralimni B769GE  Fixed drive

By clicking the button you can find the switcher to the Grid view or various Thumbnails view



[ | numonatl preview
I ‘

&  Gnd view : L

Thumbnails #1 (50 50)
Thumbnails #2 (73x73)
Thumbnails #3 (125x125) -
Thumbnails #4 (200 200)
Thumbnails #5 (300300
Thumbnails 26 (500 500)
Thumbnails (Custom)

Grid view: the detailed view containing all available columns.

Thumbnails #N (Width x Height): displays thumbnails of maximum Width x Height pixels. The
default option is 125x125.

Thumbnails (Custom): displays thumbnails with the maximum Width and Height defined by user.
Clicking the Thumbnails (Custom) menu item displays the selector of the desired thumbnails size to
display:

Thumbnails size oy

Thumbnails size: 150 2

The Thumbnails size value may lay in the range from 50 to 2500 pixels.

You can also use CTRL+Mouse Wheel or a Touchpad to change the size of the thumbnails in the
Thumbnails view:

Cur + 0 e =

: . Y
(\ \\__ ' A‘. \\ 1
% — s

i a
\ M

The information of this topic may also be applied to the Search Results View.

Configure columns in the Grid (detailed) View



By default, WinCatalog displays just a few columns in the Grid view, but you can easily add or remove
column on your own.

The information of this topic may also be applied to the Search Results View.

Please switch to the Grid view.

Make a right mouse click in the header area of any column or click the Gear icon (%¥) in the Name
column:

[
" ' :
MName a k) Size Type
Firenze [#21] - 88955 GBE  Removable
== FogBits 20363 GEB  Fixed drive
Fee Hua Hin [#3] 1689TE Removable
= PantherBeach HM772GEB  Removable
F= Paralimni [#2] 88650 GBE  Removable
= Transcend [#1] 87283GE Removable
e Ubud [#42] 0 Bytes Removable
< »
Hard Drives: 7 item(s) (folders: 7 [ files: 0)

This will show the Select Columns dialog:



Configure columns >
“= Mark columns to display in the current view. The Name and Icon colurnns are always visible.
J Some columns have Additional options.
Columns ~ | Dynamic patterns:
Icon
Mame _
Comments Cymamic pattems...
Size
Type Size format:
O et
[] Created Auto (Short)
-
Modified 148 GB
[ pisk
[] Lent to Date format:
[] Filename
[] catalog path Short
[ File path 2/24/2021 7:33:46 PM -
[1 1 ent date b
NG Cancel

Mark the columns you want to display in the Grid (detailed) view and click OK to apply changes. Newly
selected columns will be added to the rightmost position. Please use mouse Drag&Drop to change the
columns order.

Explanation of columns

Icon - displays the icon for the catalog entry. This column is always visible.

Name - means the display name. For most entries, the value displayed in the Name columns equals to
Filename, but you can change the value to any string you want without loosing a connection with the
original file. By default, for music files, WinCatalog changes the Name column value to "Artist - Title"

pattern grabbed from ID3 tags. For HTML and MHT files it displays the Title tag grabbed from the files.

Comments - displays the comments. For some types of files, WinCatalog populates the Comments
field automatically (from Exif and ID3 tags, or from HTML/MHT files).

Size - for files, the size of the file. For file system folders and for virtual folders - the sum of sizes of all
objects inside.

Type - the type of the entry.
Ext - file extension.
Created, Modified - created and modified dates grabbed from the file properties.

Disk, Volume Label, Serial number - the disk where the file system object is located, Volume label,
and the logical Serial number of the disk (grabbed from file system).



Disk Total Space, Disk Used Space, Disk Free Space - total, used and free space on the disk
where the file object is located.

Disk Number - represents the disk number in your catalog, may be used for better data organization.

Added, Updated - dates when the disk was initially added to the catalog and the most recent date
when it was updated (actualized).

Lent to, Lent date - if the disk is marked as lent, the "Lent to" column display the name of the person
borrowed the disk. The "Lent date" column displays the date when the disk was marked as lent.

Physical Location - a place where the disk is physically located. Consists of two parts - Location and
Sub Location. For example, optical discs may be organized into Wallets. The Location may be the Wallet
name whereas Sub Location may represent a page number.

The Disk, Volume Label, Serial numbey, Total/Used/Free Space, Disk Number, Added/Updated dates,
Physical Location, Lent to, Lent date - are the "per disk" values: the values are the same for all objects
from the same disk.

Filename - the name of the file or fodler in the file system, it cannot be changed by user in
WinCatalog and used by WinCatalog to keep the connection with the real file on the disk.

Catalog Path - path in the catalog.

File Path - file system path.

MD5 / SHA256 / Blake2, CRC32 - these columns display checksums/hashes if they were calculated.
Tags - the list of associated tags with the current catalog entry.

The list of User Defined Fields - in the end of the list User Defined Fields are located.

Dynamic Patterns

The Dynamic patterns button opens the Dynamic Patterns editor for the Name column.

Size Format, Date Format

Here you can configure how WinCatalog displays sizes and dates in the grid view, and in the additional
windows like Properties panel. Formats for sizes and dates for Reports should be configured separately

in Reports.

Name column vs. Filename column
WinCatalog has Name column and Filename column in the main grid view. For most files both
columns display the same value (filename), but there is a difference between these columns.

The Filename column contains the name of the file or the folder as it was originally named in the file
system. The Filename field is used by WinCatalog to keep a connection with the real file on the disk and
cannot be edited in WinCatalog. For non-file entries like Virtual (blue) Folders, Custom Items, Tags this
value is empty.



The Name columns (or Display Name) displays the name of the entry how it is named in WinCatalog.
This column is editable, so you can always change the value of this column for any item on you own.
The Name column also supports the Dynamic Patterns (currently for entries having ID3 tags).

Dynamic patterns for the Name column
For entries, having ID3 tags, WinCatalog supports Dynamic Patterns for the Name column. Using the
Dynamic Patterns you can define how the Name field will be displayed in WinCatalog. The Dynamic
Patterns affect any place in WinCatalog where the Name field is used (Grid View, Thumbnails View,
Search Results, Reports).

The main advantage of the Dynamic Patterns is that you can define or change how WinCatalog displays
the data without a need to rescan your drives.

The difference between Name and Filename columns is explained here.

1For most file entries (files and folders) the Name column equals Filename until you rename the entry
in WinCatalog (in that case, the Name column will display the new value). For entries having ID3 tags
but not renamed manually by a user, WinCatalog displays names according to the Dynamic Pattern
rules.

The priority of displaying the values in the Name column is the following (1 is the highest):
1. The value entered by a user or automatically generated during the scanning process;

2. Dynamic patterns (if supported);

3. Filename.

Opening the Dynamic Patterns editor

To open the Dynamic Patterns editor for the Name field please make a right mouse click in the header

area of any column in the Grid View, or click the Gear icon (%) in the header of the Name column. This
will open the Configure Columns window.

Click the Additional Options button to open the Dynamic Patterns editor.

The Dynamic Patterns Editor



~| Dynamic Patterns

l Configure dynamic patterns for the Name colurmnn here:

Data source: |ID3Tags = |
Pattem: YeautoM %
Pattem test: 13. The Beatles - Help! (1965) - Yesterday (2:05)

Available fields: /¥ Make a double-click to append

Field 4 | Description
Automatic templates
Saautos Auto without track numbers
SaautoN%s Auto with track numbers
All available fields
Soartistto Artist
Sealbuma Album
Siatitle%s Title
Bagenreta Genre
%alen%a Duration
Doyearta Year
Sotrackbe Track #
Sabratefs Bit rate
Yasrate% Sample rate
SachMN% Channels
<

Data Source

Pattern

° ¢

Pattern test

| The list of all available fields
for the selected Data Source

o Data Source

Data source: | ID3 Tags

- |

Data source for building the value. To the moment, ID3 Tags is the only available Data Source

o Pattern
Pattem:

YoautoM %o

The Dynamic Pattern, edit this field to change how WinCatalog displays the Name field values.

Pattern test

Pattem test: 13. The Beatles - Help! (1965) - Yesterday (2:05)



This is a test string based on some predefined data to provide an example of how the Name
field may look for the selected Dynamic Pattern

The list of all available fields
for the selected Data Source

Field A | Description "
Automatic templates

Soautoli Auto without track numbers

SaautoMBe Auto with track numbers

All available fields

Soartistio Artist

Boalbums Album

Yititle%a Title

Uagenrefa Genre

Salen%a Duration

Doyearto Year

Satracks Track #

Sobrate%s Bit rate

Sosrateo Sample rate

YechN% Channels v

< >

The full list of the available fields for the selected Data Source. Type these values into the
Pattern field, or make a double click on any row - this will append the selected field to the
Pattern string.

o OK and Cancel buttons
Cancel

Click OK to save the changes and close this window, or Cancel to discard changed and close this
window.

o The resize grip
4

Use this Resize Grip to change the size of the window.

Dynamic Patterns for ID3 tags
There are following fields are available for entries having ID3 tags. The default value is %autoN%.
Pattern Test
The Pattern Test field is based on the following example:
Artist: The Beatles
Album: Help!

Title: Yesterday
Genre: Chamber pop



Track number: 13

Year: 1965

Duration: 125 sec.

Bitrate: 320 kbps

Sample Rate: 44100

Channels: Stereo (2)

Comments: "Written by Paul McCartney, credited to Lennon-McCartney."

Filename: "13 - Yesterday.mp3"

File system path: "E:\Music\The Beatles\Help! (1965)\"

Catalog path: "Catalog\Music\Beatles, The\Help!\"
Automatic Templates
% auto%o - builds the automatic strings by trying to include Artist, Album, Title, Year, and Duration. If
any of the following values is empty, it will be skipped. For the "Yesterday" example above, this pattern
will be expanded as "The Beatles - Help! (1965) - Yesterday (2:05)".
% autoN% - the same as the %auto%, but with the Track number in the beginning. For the example
above, it will be expanded as "13. The Beatles - Help! (1965) - Yesterday (2:05)". This is the default
pattern.
All available fields for ID3 tags
%artist% - the Artist Name from ID3 tags. If this value is empty, the "Unknown Artist" value will be
used. For various artists, WinCatalog shows all the artists separated by slashes. For the example above,
it will be expanded as "The Beatles".

% album% - the Album Title from ID3 tags. If this value is empty, the "No Album Title" value will be
used. For the example above, it will be expanded as "Help!".

%title% - the Title from ID3 tags. If this value is empty, the "No Title" value will be used. For the
example above, it will be expanded as "Yesterday".

% genre%o - the Genre from ID3 tags. If this value is empty, the "Unknown" value will be used. For
the example above, it will be expanded as "Chamber pop".

%len% - the Duration, automatically formatted. For the example above, it will be expanded as "2:05".
% year% - Year value from ID3 tags. For the example above, it will be expanded as "1965".
%track% - Track number. For the example above, it will be expanded as "13".

%brate% - Bitrate in kbps. For the example above, it will be expanded as "320 kbps".

% srate% - Sample Rate. For the example above, it will be expanded as "44100".

% chN©%b - number of channels, for the example above, it will be expanded as "2".

% chA%o - number of channels, string representation (Stereo/Mono). For the example above, it will be
expanded as "Stereo".



File and catalog fields

%filename% - the name of the file (the Filename field). For the example above, it will be expanded
as "13 - Yesterday.mp3".

%filebase% - filename without extension. For the example above, it will be expanded as "13 -
Yesterday".

%ext% - extension. For the example above, it will be expanded as ".mp3" (with a leading dot).

% parentF% - the name of the parent folder in the file system. For the example above, it will be
expanded as "Help! (1965)".

% parentC% - the nhame of the parent folder in the catalog. For the example above, it will be
expanded as "Help!".

Item Properties
This topic describes Item Properties Dialog box

General Tab

[ [ Properties *
User Defined Fields Tags Thumbnail
General File Info Volume Info Multimedia

ltem Icon and Name 0— — e ™ thanksgiving-turkey.jpal

Catalog Catalog\design ——e Path in the catalog

Location: S Wallet 12 ~ | Manage...
Location and Sub Location & o
Sub Location: Page 7

Comments:

Happy Thanksgiving with the Turks in the Hat, Vector illustration [ ASCII

Comments & —

General Tab of the Item Properties Dialog

Item Icon and Name
@ **  thanksgiving-turkey.jpgl

Here you can change item display name. Click the Icon to change it. Read more.




o Path in the catalog

Catalog Catalog'design

The catalog folder is displayed here. This isn't the same as the File Path on the File Info tab.

Location and Sub Location

Location: S Wallet 12 ~ | Manage...

Sub Location: Page 7

Here you can set where the disc is physically located. It could be a physical shelf, cardboard
box, CD binder, disc wallet or anything you want.

The Location field consists of two part: General Location and Sub Location.
General Location (or Location) means something that can be the same for several items, for
example a cardboard box, or a disc wallet. The General locations can be managed by the

location manager.

The Sub Location makes the location more exact. In example above it shows the page number
inside the disc wallet.

Comments

Happy Thanksagiving with the Turks in the Hat. Vector illustration f ASCII

Here you can edit the comments for the currently selected item(s).

Assign a Custom Icon to any Entry

Step 1. Click the Icon on the General tab to open the Change Icon window:



% Properties *

LIser Defined Fields Taas Thumbnail
General File Info Volume Info Multimedia
IR
anksgiving-turkey.jpagl
|
Ca Catalogidesign
Location: S Wallet 12 ~ | Manage...

Sub Lpcation: Page 7

Cormnnjents:

Happy Thanksaiving with the Turks in the Hat, Vector ilustration f ASCII &

2. Select the icon to assign and click OK:



| Select icon >

=8 & By ar = a4

e

3. Now the entry uses the new icon:



% Properties *

LIser Defined Fields Taas Thumbnail
General File Info Volume Info Multimedia
@ =+ [ thanksgiving-turkey.jpg
Catalog Catalogidesign
Location: S Wallet 12 ~ | Manage...

Sub Location: Page 7

Corments:

Happy Thanksaiving with the Turks in the Hat, Vector ilustration f ASCII &

4. To reset the icon to the default one, click the Icon again, then click Reset to default.

File Info Tab



General | File Info |'l.|'olume Info I Multimedia | Keywords | Thumbnai

Item Icon and | ﬁ IMG_2511.1PG]|
Original Filename

Path: G:\Euro Trip2003-08-05 Effel Tower and Louvrelll

Type: Picture

Size Size: 1.3 ME (1,367,758 Bytes)

Created: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 6:04:08 PM

Madified: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 6:04:08 PM

Attributes: Read-only; Archive

MO5 : MD5 has not been calculated for the selected file(s

CRC32 has not been calculated for the selected file

Ok

P28 Path

5 Type

L Date Created

[ File Attributes

The File Info tab of the Item Properties dialog is available for file items
only. It displays the attributes of the real file including path, size and other.

Item Icon and
Original Filename

ﬁ IMG_2511. PG|

The icon of the file and the original filename. The original filename cannot be changed by

catalog owner.

Path
o Path:

Path of the file in the file system.

3:\Euro Tripl2009-08-05 Effel Tower and Louvrell

Picture

Type
o Type:

Type of the file.

o Size
Size:

1.3 MB (1,367,753 Bytes)



Size of the file or folder..

Date Created

Created: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 &:04:08 PM

Date when the file or folder has been created.

Date Modified

Madified: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 6:04:08 PM

Last date when the file or folder has been modified.

File Attributes

Attributes: Read-only; Archive

File attirbutes.

o MD5
MD 5:
MD5 checksum for the file. In the example above the MD5 checksum has not been calculated
for the file.

MD5 has not been calculated for the selected file(s

CRC32

CRC32: CRC32 has not been calculated for the selected file

CRC32 checksum for the file. In the example above the CRC32 checksum has not been
calculated for the file.

Volume Info



| [ 3% Properties >

General File Info  Volume Info  User Defined Fields Tags  Thumbnail

Volume lcon | | Disk (D:
and Mame o Local Disk (B:) _F___o Volume Label

Volume label: My Projects
Serial number: 6AS0-FT4E _4° Serial Mumber
Volume Type °,___——-——‘Volume type: = Fixed drive w .

_ e sSytem

File system: NTFS T _o ysyt

Root path: 2 B —° Root Path

Disk Number o——— Disk number: 384 =
Added and 1/31/2024 3:38:32 PM J/ 1/31/2024 3:38:32 PM
Updated: e . i Added and updated dates

Total Space e— T Total space: 953.16 G (1,023,451,066,363 Bytes) & _49 Edit Volume Total Space

Free Space 0— R 52,44 GB (56,306,204,672 Bytes) R 4@ Edit Volume Free Space
Scanning qptiqns —— Scanning profile:  Full file info {default) w
used for this disk
Cancel Apply

The Volume Info tab of the Item Properties Dialog displays information about
drive where the file or folder is stored. This tab is not available for non-file items.

Volume Icon
and Name

—_— Local Disk (D:)

The icon and the Name of the volume where the file is stored.

Volume Label

Volume label: My Projects

Label of the selected volume.

° Serial Number

Serial number: 6AS0-F74E

Serial number of the selected volume.

o Volume Type



Volume type; == Fixed drive e

Type of the selected volume.

File Sysytem

File system: MTFS

File System of the selected volume.

o Root Path

Root path: Dy ¥

-

Root path of the selected volume. You do not need to change this value because WinCatalog
will find a new root path of the volume by using the Serial Number field.

7 Disk Number

Disk number: 384 =

Disk number is the value you can set here or in the Add Disk / Add Folder dialog, usually
WinCatalog automatically increments this value for each disk you add.

o Added and updated dates

Added and . —
Updated: 1/31/2024 3:38:32 PM /f 1/31/2024 3:38:32 FM

WinCatalog remembers when the disk was initially added to the catalog and last time when it
was updated.

o Total Space

Total space: 953,16 GB (1,023,451,066, 368 Bytes) ;r

Total Space of the selected volume.

0 Free Space

Free space: 52.44 GB (56,306,204,672 Bytes) ;‘
Free Space of the selected volume.
o Scanning options
used for this disk
Scanning profile: | Full file info (default) e

The set of the scanning options that was used to scan or update this disk, you can switch it and
WinCatalog will use another set of the option next time you update the disk.



e Edit Volume Total Space
£

Click this button to set Volume Total Space manually

0 Edit Volume Free Space
3

Click this button to set Volume Free Space manually

Multimedia Tab

| General | File Info | velume Info | Multmedia | Keywords | Thumbnail |

Property | Value
= Image
Date taken 8/5/2009 12:04:09 PM
Miltimedia Dimension 2052 x 1544
Properties o Horisortal resolu... | 50 dpi
Werical resolution | 50 dpi
Resolution unit 2
Crientation Fipped horizantal (2)
Remove multimedia properties @83 \Remove muttimedia properties for the selected itemis)
for the selected item(s) button

DKHCE""CE'HWY

Miltimedia
Properties
Property | Value
=l Image
Diate taken 8/5/°2009 12:04:05 PM
Dimension 2552 x 1944

Horigortal resolu... | 50 dpi

Vertical resolution | 50 dpi

Resolution unit 2

Crientation Flipped horzontal (2)

Multimedia properties include Exif data and ID3 info.



° Remove multimedia properties
for the selected item(s) button

{Hemove multtimedia properties for the selected temis)

Click here to remove Multimedia properties from the item.

[

| General FileInfo Volume Info Multimedia User Defined Figl

Filter Tags °7 — Filter car
|

Tags

Tags Tab

Rename the selected Tag

Add a new Tag

Properties

T,

5 Thumbnail

Delete the selected Tag

+ % X A —

|
Associated Tags |
(with all the selected items) [
Partially Associated Tags I
(i.e. with some of the selected items)
|
|

Not Associated 07

B crtoon

B kittens, cats, cute, animal, cold, winter, snow, snowy, love, lavers, sweethearts, funny, wildi
/| card

/|greeting card

/|postcard

[[birthday card

[[Jbirthday greeting card

[Jcard template

[Jcardboard

[[Jcarefree

[Jcarnival

[JJearved

[Jearving

[_Jeolored, decorate, colarful, ornament, collection, set,Easter, holiday, event, celebration, trad
[CJfun, fat, red, bird, cute, pole, wild, white, sweet, stand, south, black, funny, happy, polar, v
[_Jhappy birthday card
[Jscarf

[Jscary

Apply changes recursively
to all subitems [ apply changes also for subfolders and files

oK. Cancel Apply

Mark tags which you want to associate with the selected item(s).
Using this tab you can also add new tags or delete them.

o Add a new Tag

+

Click the Add button to add a new tag to the catalog. [INS] is the shortcut for this command.

° Rename the selected Tag
L

Click the Rename button to change the title of the selected Tag. [F2] is the shortcut for this

command.

e Delete the selected Tag



X

Click Delete button to delete the selected tag from the catalog. [DEL] is the shortcut for this
command.

o Import Tags
-
Import tags from text
o Export Tags
[
Export the list of tags to a text file.

Filter Tags
Filter car

Filter the list of tags and display only tags matching the entered text. Spaces are word
separators. If no tags are matching the filter, WinCatalog suggests to add a new tag. Press
[Enter] to add the tag.

Associated Tags
(with all the selected items)

B crtoon
B kittens, cats, cute, animal, cold, winter, snow, snowy, love, lovers, sweethearts, funny, wildl

The tags associated with each of the selected items are marked. Mark or unmark tags to
change the association.

o Partially Associated Tags
(i.e. with some of the selected items)

card
greeting card
postcard

The tags assigned with just some of the selected items are marked as gray. Marking the grayed tag will
associate it with all the selected items. Unmarking the grayed tag will clear the association for all the
selected items. Leaving the tag gray will leave the association unchanged.

o Not Associated



[ |birthday card

[ |birthday greeting card

[Jcard template

[ Jcardboard

[ Jcarefree

[ Jcarnival

[Jcarved

[Jcarving

[ Jcolored, decorate, colorful, ornament, collection, set,Easter, holiday, event, celebration, trad
[Jfun, fat, red, bird, cute, pole, wild, white, sweet, stand, south, black, funny, happy, palar, v
[ |happy birthday card

[Jscarf

[Jscary

Unmarked keywords are not associated with the selected item(s)

m Apply changes recursively
to all subitems
[ apply changes also for subfolders and files

If this option is not set, tags will be applied to the selected items only. If this option is set, tags
will be applied to the selected items, and to all sub-folders and files recursively.

Thumbnails Tab



General File Info Volume Info Multimedia
User Defined Fields Tags Thumbnail

~ If you click Load a new thumbnail image
il 4 wil be stored inside the catalog file. The

h image wil be automatically reduced to
500x500.

Image

I Load —4" Load Button
Save T — o Save Button
Clear —40 Clear Button

Thumbnail Image o

Thumbnail size & __ Thumbnail size: 4 KB; 130x99 px

‘ K Cancel Apply

o Load Button

Load

You can force WinCatalog to create new thumbnail image from any picture on you computer.
Press Load button to change or set new thumbnail image for the selected item(s).

The thumbnail image can be set for any item in the catalog. The thumbnail image will be stored
inside the catalog file and it do not need the original source image for displaying the preview.

Save Button

Save

Click Save if you want to export and save the stored thumbnail to disk.

Clear Button

Clear

Click Clear button to remove thumbnail image(s) for the selected item(s).



° Thumbnail Image

The thumbnail preview image is displayed here (if available).

Thumbnail size
Thumbnail size: 4 KB; 130x99 px

This value displays the actual size of the thumbnail image stored in the catalog in pixels and in

kilobytes

Program Options

This section describes program options of WinCatalog 2026.

To open Program Options please click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of the Ribbon toolbar),

and then click Options.

Catalog .

Look & Feel

| 7_,_,-° Application look

Window Caption
L— Should Display

7_,_<° Autofit column width
- ° Highlight alternate rows

Display properties of the parent folder
when no selection in the right view

’_’_*e Font size / Zoom

—0 User Interface Language
— —0 Double-click action

Options x
General ¥
11 Look & Feel
Look & Feel o
Appearance: e
S P
| e Appication ook —
| Tabs i styis defaii] = 1
_—/-7
_/7_
| Layout Window caption should display: — L
Catalog tile - - —
Scanning [ Autofit columns wickh (M5 Outlook style) ~ ————
Highlight atterat — —
General Scanning B tHighight atemae rows
{8 Display propetties of the parent folder when no selection in the right view —
Backup Fort size / Zoom Medium v —
- — @ Usenatural sort order
u tural sort ord —Additione
©¢ natura sort or er& itional al+aZ-ad-ald-all-a2l+alld
Show folders and disks before files when sorting e— —— (B Show folders and disks before files when sorting
Administrative Interface language:
Engiish (by defautt) v
Double-click action:
Show properties v —

o Application look

Application look:

Blue style (default)

LY

Change the application look using this option. The default value is "Blue style".



o Window Caption
Should Display
Window caption should display:
Catalog title ~
Use this option to configure main window caption. There are 4 options are available:
1. Catalog title - WinCatalog will display the catalog title next to the program name.
2. Catalog filename - WinCatalog will display the catalog filename next to the program name.
3. Full path to a catalog - WinCatalog will display full file path to the catalog file next to the

program name.
4. Nothing - WinCatalog will display program name only.

Autofit column width
[ Autefit columns width (M5 Outlook style)

If this option is on, WinCatalog will automatically adjust the width of the columns in the main grid
view in order not to show the horizontal scroll bar. This option may be good if you have three or four
columns to display, but it is better to turn this option off for more columns.

Highlight alternate rows
B Highlight altemate rows
If this option is on, alternate rows in the grid view will be displayed with grey background.

o Display properties of the parent folder
when no selection in the right view

B Display properties of the parent folder when no selection in the right view

If this option is on, WinCatalog will show the properties of the currently selected folder if
nothing is selected in the main grid view.

o Font size / Zoom

Fort size / foom: Medium e

The size of the text in the panels, tree view and in the main grid.

o Use only system icons

B Use only system icons

If this option is turned on, WinCatalog will use the same icons for files as you see in File
Explorer. If this feature is turend off, WinCatalog may use own icons for archives (purple box),
video files (film frame), and photos (a photo of dancing girls for JPG files, a photo of a parrot
for RAW files). WinCatalog displays custom icons only if it was able to parse the files and grab
additional information, it may be considered as a marker if the particular file has doesn't have
additional metadata in the catalog.



Use natural sort order
B Use natural sort order

al»a2+~alde«alle-all-azd-alld

This option provides the ability to change sort logic by switching between natural and ordinal
(i.e. computer) string comparison.

The default option is the natural string comparison (al—a2—a3—al0—all—a20—a30—al00).
Turning off the natural comparison feature means the sorting decisions are based on simple
byte comparisons (al—al0—all—al00—a2—a20—a3—a30).

o Show folders and disks before files when sorting

B Show folders and disks before files when sorting

The default sort logic for entries in WinCatalog is to display drives and folders before files, which
is the default Windows File Explorer sorting style. Turning this option off will cause displaying
folders and files sorted by names ignoring types (Mac OS Finder style).

o User Interface Language

Interface language:

English (by default) o

All available traslations are listed here. Please note that you should restart WinCatalog after
changing language.

Double-click action

Double<click action:

Show properties e

Configure here what should WinCatalog do if you perform a double click on the item. There are
3 options are available:

1. Show properties - WinCatalog will open Item Properties Dialog if you double click on an item.
2. Open in associated application - WinCatalog will try to open file in the associated application.
This option is available for files only. Double click on folder will navigate inside the folder. Double
click on non-file item will open it's properties.

3. Open in Explorer - WinCatalog will try to run Windows Explorer and navigate the physical
folder which contain the file. This option is available for files and folders. Double click on non-file
item will open it's properties.

Startup



[ Options X

General m l
Al Startup
Look & Feel
| | Startup l : d B
@huto-open Jast catalog file on starup: Auto-open last catalog file on startup
| Tabs (] Start with Search panel (automatically open Search panel on statup) —— o Start with Search panel
| Layout B Expand Tags, Contacts and Locations branches on startup (may start slowet) ———— | o Expand tags
‘Scanning B o Periodically check for updates
Check Now o
General Scanning R — o Check Now
Backup

Backup options

Additional

Customize

Administrative

ok ) cons | 5wy

o Auto-open last catalog file on startup

B Auto-open last catalog file on startup:

Mark the checkbox if you want to re-open last catalog file every time WinCatalog starts.

fj) Start with Search panel

[ Start with Search panel (automatically open Search panel on startup)

This option automatically open Search panel every time when you start WinCatalog

Expand tags

B Expand Tags, Contacts and Locations branches on startup {may start slower)

If this option is on, WinCatalog will expand (open) all the branches for Tags, Contacts and
locations. If you have a lot of tags, turning this option on may increase the startup time.

o Periodically check for updates

B Periodically check for updates on startup

Mark this option to let WinCatalog connect to our web site and check for updates once a month.

o Check Now

Check Mow

Click the button to check for updates right now.
Tabs



Options

General

Look & Feel | Jl Tabs
[ Tabs l

General S

Layout [] Use colored tabs: _____—————______
Scannmg I\-'Iair/y Search Xr Search 2 @

G 15 i

eneral Scanning 2] Make selected tab bold
Backup

Backup options
Additional Searchtabs

Customize Display search queries on tab headers

Administrative

Show icons

Catalog tabs

Headers:
Catalog path

Show icons

._~° Use colored tabs
—o Make the selected tab bold

—o Display search queries on tab headers
—o Show icons (for search tabs)

4° Headers for Catalog tabs

Cancel

Apply

° Show icons (for catalog tabs)

Use colored tabs

] Use colored tabs:

Main/ Search x | Search2 | o |

This option enables or disables colored tabs for main window. This option is switched off by

default.

Make the selected tab bold
Make selected tab bald

If this option is enabled, the header of the selected tab will be shown using a bold font

e Display search queries on tab headers

Display search queries on tab headers

If this option is enabled, headers of search tabs will display search queries. Otherwise, it will
display "Search", "Search 1", "Search 2", etc.

o Show icons (for search tabs)

Show icons

If this option is enables, search icon will be shown for search tabs.



o Headers for Catalog tabs

Headers:
Catalog path w

Headers of catalog tabs may display: Catalog Path, (Selected) Folder Name, or just Tab number.

o Show icons (for catalog tabs)
[] Show icons

If this option is enables, icon of the selected entry (drive or folder) will be shows in the header
area of the catalog tab

Layout

Here you can configure the layout of Catalog and Search tab, select which panels will be displayed, the
location of these panels, and their order.

Administrative

Show item properties panel

Catalog tabs

Layout

Vertical o

Show thumbnail preview panel

Options *
General
Look & Feel Layout
Tabs
[ Search tabs
Layout
. Layout
Scanning —— — ——° Layout of Search tabs
General Scanning
Backup 4 Show thumbnai preview panel —o Show thumbnail preview panel (Search tabs)
Backup options Thumbnail preview panel position
Additional On right —40 Thumbnail preview panel position (Search tabs)
Customize

——o Show item properties panel (Search tabs)

——o Layout of Catalog tabs

° Show thumbnail preview panel (Catalog tabs)

Thumbnail preview panel position

On right ———

Show item properties panel ——

40 Thumbnail preview panel position (Catalog tabs)

—° Show item properties panel (Catalog tabs)

Conce | [

o Layout of Search tabs
Layout

Vertical o

You can select between vertical and horizontal layouts of Thumbnail and Properties panels.



o Show thumbnail preview panel (Search tabs)

Show thumbnail preview panel

Show or hide thumbnails preview panel.

Thumbnail preview panel position (Search tabs)

Thumbrail preview panel position

On right

Display thumbnail preview panel on the right or on the left. Works for the horizontal layout only.

o Show item properties panel (Search tabs)

Show item properties panel

Show or hide item properties panel.

o Layout of Catalog tabs
Layout

Vertical o

You can select between vertical, horizontal wide, and horizontal narrow layouts of Thumbnails
and Properties panels. The horizontal wide layout displays the thumbnails and the properties
panels below both tree view and right (grid) view. The horizontal narrow layout displays the
thumbnails and the properties panels below the right (grid) view, but the tree view remains tall.

o Show thumbnail preview panel (Catalog tabs)

Show thumbnail preview panel

Show or hide thumbnails preview panel.

Thumbnail preview panel position (Catalog tabs)

Thumbnail preview panel position
On right w

Display thumbnail preview panel on the right or on the left. For the vertical layout, if "On the
left" is selected, the thumbnail preview panel will be shown below the tree view.

o Show item properties panel (Catalog tabs)

Show item properties panel

Show or hide item properties panel.

The quicker way to change layout of the Catalog tab

The quicker way to change the layout is via the View button on top of the right view:



X<l

WinCatalog 2020 - My Catalog

Main | Adding Managing Help and Support &
[ s O search #, = Copy to Physical Drive T
‘ €) : f sog =2 4 Py to Phy
o ‘L’ @' [ dp ﬁ %’ & ‘ T"% }Emperﬁes‘ Execute @ 6 E] @
Back Forward Up Disk Folder Virtual File Custom' Scanning X Delete Update Open in Explorer Take Loan Reports About
Folder ltem  Options - Back  Item
Navigation ‘ Adding | Managing ‘ Loaning ‘ Reports| Help & Support‘
4 [ catalog > Hard Drives & NAS [@ Search [ [ \ b
2013 “ || Catalog » Hard Drives & NAS » |/ H
| 204 [1 Name ~ % Comntm Srreliew
2015 <» ADATA (60 GB) Thumbnails #1 (50x50)
72016 <» NAS @Home Thumbnails #2 (75x75)
2017 < Projects Thumbnails #3 (125x125)
#2018 <» Transcend (1 TB) Thumbnails #4 (200x200)
#2019 <» Transcend (2 TB) Thumbnails #5 (300x300)
i 2020 <» WD My Passport Black (4TB) Thumbnails #6 (500x500)
B 2021 < WD My Passnort Rlue (ATR) Thumbnails (Custom) ves & NAS
< WD My P. ® \Vertical Layout +. > Jider
[¥ eBooks Horizontal » Narrow Al
7 Hard Drives & NAS | = WOMYP zontal » wid Fhysicallo...
‘ ar orizonta ide Size 332 TB
<= ADATA (60 GB) ¥ Show thumbnail preview panel Location in ... Catalog
2 NAS @Home ~ Show item properties panel Comments
= Projects Thumbnail preview panel position » On left
<# Transcend (1 TB) ® Thumbnail preview panel position » On right
“* Transcend (2 TB)
< WD My Passport Bl
g PR - T .
J"MUDMI!-W&J“J"DJ‘;&@"“—. ,._;._"‘FJHH-V e plg T —— ?\j

The quicker way to change layout of the Search tab

The quicker way to change the layout is via the View button on top of the right view:




T Ne 1> IE WinCatalog 2020 - My Catalog - u X

- Adding  Managing  Help and Support I 4
O U , @ r—+ ﬁ I% &l ﬁ DOsearch B 2, Copy to Physical Prive d (v 5 @

% Properties ‘ Execute
Back Forward Up Disk Folder Virtual File Custom Scan_ning X Delete Update ¢ Open in Explorer Take Loan | Reports About
Folder ltem  Options Back Item
Navigation ‘ Adding Managing ‘ Loaning Reports| Help & Support
4 @ catalog» Hard Drives & NA§/@ Search x [[@ ‘ p
| paris .jpg e ‘ Search |v
| Propélty 'Condition Value . e P ,
[[JLook in Branch Catalog\Hard Drives & N/ 8 . ,
eep on searc
Search depth Equal to 1
I O - P 4 Remember sort order
[7] Size (KB): Lesgtem~ looo
® \lertical Layout >
[1 Name # Comments Size Type Horizontal Prchirty ‘Value
~ Show thumbnail preview panel
v Show item properties panel
Thumbnail preview panel position » On left
® Thumbnail preview panel position » On right

f«”#”ﬁ”#hﬂ‘u‘mm_lrfu’ﬁm‘-eih ’f_‘__“:‘q\j
)

Backup options

It is highly recommended to make backup copies of your catalog files on a regular basis to prevent
any data loss.



Options s

General
Look & Feel @ Make backup copies of your catalog file(s) on a regular basis to avoid any accidental data
loss.
Scanning
Reminder ____—~° Remind me to backup
General Scanning —
[1Remind me to backun my catalog file(sk
Backup .

every || L | days.
[ Backup options

Additional Backup file and location
Customize Curently opened catalog file:
Administrative |‘|'\|':"\|'~"h.I Collections* My Catalog ffor screenshots) w3cat |

Specify the folder for keeping backup copies of your catalog files: ° Backup file and location
|C:\Users\.mrusa\Docurnerrts\WinCatang Backups' |

Browse...
Enable Zip backup compression
Time stamp
Append a timestamp to the filename (2.g. Catalog_2016_03_16 wicat) T 0 Timestamp section
Timestamp format: |_%Y_%m_%d_%H_%M_%S Restore defaults
Format test: _2018_05_18_13_16_53 Formats...

Cancel Aprly

o Remind me to backup

[]Remind me to backup my catalog file(s)

every = | days.

WinCatalog can remind you to make a backup copy. The default value for the reminder is 7
days. We highly recommend keep this option on and never dismiss the reminders.

° Backup file and location

Backup file and location

Cumently opened catalog file:
|W:"x|'l'h' Collections My Catalog for screenshots).wicat |

Specify the folder for keeping backup copies of your catalog files:

|C:\Users"mn.lsa\Dncumerrts‘xWinCatalug Backups®. |

Browse. ..

Enable Fip backup compression

This section displays the currently opened catalog file, a folder where the backup copies will be
located and an option to enable or disable zip compression for backup files. If Zip compression



is enabled, WinCatalog will use ZIP to compress the backup copy of the catalog file. Otherwise,
the file will be just copied to the backup location without compression.

o Timestamp section

Time stamp

Append a timestamp to the filename (e.g. Catalog_2016_03_16 wicat)

Timestamp fomat: |_‘3:;Y_‘3f=ﬂ'l_‘:if=d_3éH_1|"-"|_3$5 | Restore defaults

Format test: _2018_05_18_13_16_53 Formmats...

In order to help identify the date of the backup and keep several backup copies in the same
locations, WinCatalog can add a timestamp to the filename of the backup copy. Click Formats
button to get help on the available format options.

Customize

Add/Remove Buttons

Options

—— I ——— e — 2 A

— - ——

General

Choose commands from

[ookK & Feel

Scanning

Popular Commands '] 0 Back
Commands O Forward

General Scanning
File processing

Additional

<Separator> i Move up e List of commands
g Add a custom item
[ Add file
[ Add folder _)_7__,° Up and Downd Buttons

[ Customize

I3 Add vinual folder —
1 0 Back

% Copy the selected file or folder to the phys E
(&) Disk

Commands e

Show Quick Access
Toolbar below the Ribbon

= = = =

= = = =

[‘ﬁ Execute the selected item|s) in the associ:
o Farward

3} ltem Properties

¥ Move up

2 Open the selected item(s) in Windows B

1 [] Show Quick Access Toolbar below the Ribbon

Keyboard shortcuts:

Customize Button

Add/Remove Buttons

Remove

| Remove |

Use Add/Remove buttons to configure Quick Access toolbar

e Command Category



[ Popular Commands - ]

Select the command category to filter commands

List of commands

(D Back
O Forward

f Move up

List of commands in the Quick Access toolbar

o Up and Downd Buttons

Fs

(=)

Use up and down buttons to rearrange commands

° Commands

<Separator:
{ig Add & custom item
[ Add file
['% Add folder
I Add virtual folder
(D Back
a Copy the selected file or folder to the phys
@ Disk
BJ Execute the selected item(s) in the associ:
O Forward
% ltem Properties
-_I Move up
o Open the selected item(s) in Windows BExp

The list of all available command below the selected category



Reset Button

Click Reset button to reset Quick Access toolbar to the default state

o Show Quick Access
Toolbar below the Ribbon

[ Show Quick Access Toolbar below the Ribbon

Mark this check box if you want to display Quick Access Toolbar below the Ribbon toolbar

Customize Button

Click Customize Button to configure keyboard shortcuts

Administrative

WinCatalog may save the scanning session to a log file or provides an ability to use 'old' scanning
module that does not require Microsoft .NET Framework.

Options

|General

| Look & Feel

Startup

I Tabs
[ Layout

Scanning

General Scanning

Backup

Backup options

Additional

Customize

Administrative

” | Configure here DEBUG and multi-user options...

DEBUG
{8 Enable debug logging Debug
Log file location: “AppData’ \WinCatalog

[ Delete log file on success

Network and multi-user access
In a multi-user mode only one user can scan or update a disk at a time.

8 Use a scanlock file to protect the catalog file in a multiuser mode

Catalogrelated settings
Location: Inside the catalog file: D:\My Catalogs’\2024 full wlcat

Compatibility mode

(] Prefer old scanning module (does not require Microsoft .NET Framework)

8 Alow experimental features
B Alow moving files, folders and other tems into physical folders (Super Mode)

— ~° Catalog related settings location

ﬂ Compatibility mode

OK Cancel

Apply

°Tum the SuperMode feature on or off

o Debug



DEBUG
Enable debug logging Debug

<

D

Log file location: “LhppData W\ WinCatalog o

[ Delete log file on success

While scanning a disk or a folder, WinCatalog can save a log information about the scanning
session.

If you experience any problems scanning a disk, please enable the debug logging, set

logging level to "Debug" (as on the picture above) and the log file location to "Desktop" or
"Documents" (if you click the Explorer button next to the value field, the selected folder will be
open in Explorer). Unmark "Delete log file on success" option and start the scanning session.

Please recreate the error (and if WinCatalog freezes, please close it via the Task Manager) and
then please send the log file to us for the investigations.

The log file does not contain any personal info, just the sequence of the called functions that
may help us to detect a point of a crash. The log file is a simple text file, so you can open it
using any text editor and check before sending.

If you're sending a log file to us, please also include the .NET Framework information found in
the field below.

Network and multi-user access

Metwork and multi-user access

In @ multi-user mode only one user can scan or update a disk at a time.

lUse a scanlock file to protect the catalog file in a multi-user mode

The scanning module in WinCatalog is implemented as a separate process. And every time it
starts scanning, it creates a simple text file next to the catalog file where it puts locking info.
When the scanning is finished, the scanning module deletes the lock file.

You can see that it is named as your catalog file, but with the .scanlock extension.

This functionality was added to prevent running several scanning processes simultaneously,
especially when the catalog file is shared between several users.

Sometimes, if the scanning or updating processes were unexpectedly terminated, WinCatalog
may not be able to delete the .scanlock file and display "Catalog file is locked" warning next
time you add or update a disk. If you are the only person who use WinCatalog, it is safe to
click "Continue anyway" to start a new scanning session. Otherwise, you should remember that
someone else may currently have an active scanning sesstion.

If you are the only person who works with WinCatalog, you can turn this feature off.

o Catalog related settings location

Catalogrelated settings

Location: Inside the catalog file: D:\My Catalogs2024 ful w3cat ~



The catalog-related setting is metadata that can be stored inside the catalog file, or outside in a
separate file. This metadata contains, for example, the date of the last backup or parameters of
the last search. If you store your catalog file in a cloud folder, and if the catalog-related settings
are inside the file, every search will cause new synchronization via the cloud folder (because the
catalog file changes). Storing this info outside the catalog file helps to significantly reduce the
size of cloud synchronization.

o Compatibility mode
Compatibility mode

[ Prefer old scanning module (does not require Microsoft .NET Framewark)

If you don't have .NET Framework 3.5 or higher installed on your computer you still can use
WinCatalog with an old scanning module that does not require any .NET Framework, but
missing some new features like e-book processing.

o Turn the SuperMode feature on or off

w 2014 [taly

p——
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The experimental feature: SuperMode. Previously you could move any item (file, disk or folder)
from real (yellow) folders to virtual (blue) folders. Now with SuperMode you can move any item
(even non-file one) to any folder. This feature can be helpful, if you want to move previously
moved files and folders back to their original location.

If you don't see this checkbox, mark the "Allow experimental features" option.

File Operation Queue
WinCatalog provides an ability to delete real files and folders from disks.

DISCLAIMER

PLEASE BE CAREFUL, this is the very dangerous feature, use it on your own risk and responsibility.
We implemented TWO confirmation messages before you delete your files, but, once again, please be
careful and review what you're intending to delete before processing the Queue in order not to lose
something important.

General information

When you remove entries from the catalog, WinCatalog provides the optional ability to delete real files
from the disks.

The files you delete may be located in various disks and some of them may not be connected to your
computer at the moment, that is why the deletion process consists of two steps.



On the first step, you just mark files for deletion and add them to the File Operation Queue to delete
them later.

On the second step - you explicitly click the Start button in the File Operation Queue and WinCatalog

performs the real file operations - moving to the Recycle Bin, or deleting permanently: depending on
your preferences - asking you to connect missing disks.

How to delete real files from WinCatalog

Step 1

Select a file, a folder or several entries in WinCatalog. This works both for Search results (for example,
after finding duplicates) and for the main grid view when you browsing your catalog file. Then hit

Delete as usually.

You will see the delete confirmation prompt - exactly the same as previously, but containing one more
option - "Delete the real files and folders from the disk(s)".

4 Main r 3 ]

& Catalog » Test »

1 | Name « | Comments Size Type Modifie
[ OlderRecords 298 MEB Virual folder

=# Public (\\ZENBOOK) 29 GB Network drive

& 03-AudioTrack 03.mp3 85 MB MP3 Audio Fil.. 26-Apr-
& M-AudigT e 26-Apr-1
; 07-Audic & Confirmation > 26-Apr-
& Farm_31 04-Aug-

% Are you sure you want to remove the selected [4] tems from the catalog?

1% [ | Delete the real files and folders from the disks)

Mo

On this step, if you click Yes without marking the "Delete the real files and folders from the disk(s)"
option, WinCatalog will just remove the selected entries from the catalog. The real files and folder will
not be touched and the changes will be made in the catalog file only. This behavior wasn't changed in
comparison to the previous version.

If you click "Delete the real files and folders from the disk(s)" checkbox, another window will popup
where you can review the entries you selected and add them to the File Operation Queue for
processing the Queue later.



&J Confirmation O >

Please select files and folders for adding to the File Operation Queue:

X

Select -

Name A | Status ~
Can be added to the File Operation Queue

Farm_3.mp4 Disk is not connected

04-AudioTrack 04.mp3 ® File/folder is found (disk is connected)

Canneot be added to the File Operation Cueue

=
—

=

[
=]

-
=1

< >

o Add to Queue Mo
[ ]Open Fle Operations Queue after adding

On the screenshot above you can see 4 entries having 3 different statuses and only 2 of them can be
added to the File Operation Queue.

In this example, the network drive and the virtual (blue) folder cannot be added to the File Operation
Queue because the network drive cannot be deleted (it is the Root entry), and the virtual (blue) folder
is a non-file entry, meaning that it exists in the catalog only and does not have a representation in the
real file system.

The full explanation of Groups and Status column can be found here.

Review and mark entries you want to add to the File Operation Queue and click Add to Queue. The
Confirmation windows will close. If you marked "Open File Operation Queue after adding", the File
Operation Queue window will popup immediately. Otherwise, you will have to click the File Operation
Queue button in the bottom right corner of the Main window to open the Queue.

Properties *
File Operation Queue is here X perty Value
aeneral g
Files and folder you marked to delete will appear here. Name F
[ype M...
Click the button below to review and process the File Operation ~ Physical locati.. Ki..
Queue. Size 1.
ocationincat.. C..
g ~omments
es] [ Dont show this message again... “ile properties w
| File Operation Queue (2} |Zoom: Medium <




The number is the brackets means the number of entries in the File Operation Queue. If the Queue is
empty, ho number is shown.

Entries added to the File Operation Queue is marked by a Cross icon and displayed in grey color until
deleted or removed from the Queue.

4 Main | g |

& Catalog » Test »

O | Mame &
@ OlderRecords

= Public (\\ZENBOOK)
03-AudioTrack 03.mp3

07-AudioTrack 07.mp3

B = [ (b

Step 2

Click the File Operation Queue button in the bottom-right corner of the Main window to open File
Operation Queue.

- File Operation Cueue O w

i[i:-j- Start Al Remove G Options ~ w O

Queued ] Disks ] Event Log]

Disk Mame A | Status
4catalog & 04-AudioTrack 04.mp3 # File/folder is found (disk is connected)
‘5 Paralimni j, Farm_3.mp4 Disk is not connected
< >

Here you can review the files and folders to be deleted, open properties of any entry or remove the
selected entries from the Queue (without deletion from disk). Make a right mouse click on the selection
and hit Properties to see the item properties or Remove to remove the entry from the Queue. You can
also hit the Remove button to remove entries.



Follow to the Disks tab to see which disks are involved in the file operations planned for the File
Operation Queue. Here you can see which disks you need, quickly inspect most important properties,
including locations, or open the detailed properties by clicking the (I) button, or via the context menu:

- File Operation Queue O Y

(I}j Start Al Remove ﬁ Options O

Queued Disks | Event Log

Mame: Paralimni / Fixed drive
Status: @ Disk is not connected
- a Volume Label: Paralimni
Serial number: CEF2-0AGE (D
Disk Mumber: 10
Physical location: File Cabinet (Left) / Drawer 2

Mame: dcatalog / Fixed drive
Status: @ Disk is connected
£~ _Zm Volume Label: Projects
w Serial number: ES75-1E24 @
Disk Murmber: 13
Physical location: Internal drive

Click the Options button to select if you want to move the entries to the Recycle Bin (this is the default
option) or delete them permanently.

Check everything twice and click Start All when you're ready. The File Operation Queue will be
processed: WinCatalog will try to process entries from the connected disks, then it will display a prompt
to connect missing disks and will start over until the Queue contains any entries without errors or until
you stop the processing by clicking the Cancel button in the progress window.

Entries successfully deleted from disks will also be automatically deleted from the catalog.

After the execution, you can inspect the Event Log to see which entries were deleted successfully or if
any errors occurred. The Event Log is saved automatically in the catalog. Use the context menu to clear
the log, copy lines to the Clipboard or save to a text file.

Groups and Status Column
There are 2 groups and 5 statuses for entries shown in the Delete Confirmation window.



&J Confirmation O >
1% Please select files and folders for adding to the File Operation Queue:
Select -
Name A | Status ~
Can be added to the File Operation Queue
& Farm_3.mp4 Disk is not connected
& 04-AudioTrack 04.mp3 ® File/folder is found (disk is connected)
Canneot be added to the File Operation Cueue
=
=
=
W
< >
o Add to Queue Mo
[ ]Open Fle Operations Queue after adding
Groups

Can be added to the File Operation Queue

Entries located in this group can be added to the File Operation Queue and be deleted from disk(s)
later.

Cannot be added to the File Operation Queue

Entries located in this group can not be added to the File Operation Queue because they cannot be
deleted from the disks. This group contains root/disk records that cannot be deleted, files/folders
located inside archives (WinCatalog can't delete them), and non-file elements (virtual (blue) folders,
tags, contacts, locations) - these elements exist in the catalog only and do not have a representation in
the file system.

The Status Column

The Status column contains the explanation of the status for every entry in the File Operation Queue or
in the Confirmation Window.

File/folder is found (disk is connected)

The disk containing the file or folder is currently connected to the computer and the file/folder is found
on the disk. The file/folder can be deleted when processing the File Operation Queue.

File/folder is inside an archive

The file or folder is located inside an archive. WinCatalog cannot delete files and folders from archives,
that is why it does not allow adding entries having this status to the File Operation Queue.



File/folder is NOT found (disk is connected)

The disk containing the file or folder is currently connected to the computer, but the file or the folder is
not found. It may be already deleted, moved or renamed. WinCatalog allows adding entries having this
status to the File Operation Queue, but an attempt to process the File Operation Queue will be finished
with the error - file/folder not found.

Cannot be deleted from disk (root or non-file item)

If the entry is the disk root record (on the picture above you can see the Network drive has this status),
it cannot be deleted. If the entry is the non-file item (virtual (blue) folder, custom item, tag, contact, or

location), it exists in the catalog only and does not have a representation in the File System. WinCatalog
does not allow adding these entries to the File Operation Queue

Disk is not connected

The file or folder can be deleted from the disk (it is not the root record and is not inside an archive),
but WinCatalog can't check if the file/folder exists. You can add this entry to the File Operation Queue,
but you need to connect a drive to process the Queue.

User-Defined Fields

Using WinCatalog you can assign any number of text fields to any entry, this functionality is called User
Defined Fields.

The functionality of the User-Defined Fields extends WinCatalog and allows adding any number of text
columns to any entry (and even show these columns in the grid view).

Disclaimer: The functionality of User Defined-Fields is far from been perfect in the current version and
will be reconsidered in the upcoming major update. The main conception remains the same, but it will
be much easier to add, remove, and modify the fields.

Explanation of User-Defined Fields

Each field may contain any text data (it can't add lists, checkboxes, images, or other types of data, this
functionality is planned for future updates).

Only one set of fields is available on the catalog level. Each entry in the catalog has the same set of
User-Defined Fields, but if you didn't explicitly assign any value to the particular entry, the value of the
field for this entry is empty and the field doesn't show up in the list of fields for this particular entry.

After adding a new entry to your catalog, please make a right mouse click on the entry, and click
Properties. Follow to the User-Defined Fields tab. If you didn't assign any field to this entry before, the
list of fields will be empty. Later, all fields having values for this entry will appear there.

Click the Add button to assign a field to the selected entry. You will see the "Add new field" window.
Type a field name, or select it from the dropdown list (if you already have user-defined fields in your
catalog, all fields will be available there), and then type or paste a text value into the Value field. Click
OK. Do the same for other fields, and then click OK in the Properties window to save changes. Move to
another entry and repeat these steps.

There are 5 user defined fields on the screenshot below assigned to a software product folder: Date
Purchased, Price Paid, License Expire Date, License Key, and Rating):



[

| General FileInfo WVolume Info User Defined Fields Tags  Thumbnail |

| Add Edit Bemove v | A !
| - |
Property Value
Date Purchased 2/15/2022
License Expires On Mewver
License Key WICAT-1234-5673-9ABC-DEF
Price Paid £29.95
Rating 5 stars
|
|
|
|
|
f
|

K Cancel Apply

To get the full list of all fields for the catalog file, please click the Manage User Defined-Fields button on
the Managing tab of the Ribbon toolbar. The Header field is what you see on the User-Defined Fields in
the Properties dialog (you can use any caption you wish, for example, "Details").

After adding one or more custom fields, you can add columns to the Grid View that will display values
stored in these fields. Click the Gear button in the header area of the Name column, you will see the

full list of all available columns. Scroll down (all columns for user-defined fields are located at the end of
the list), and mark the newly created column.



Configure columns >

== Mark columns to display in the current view. The Name and Icon colurnns are always visible.
Some columns have Additional options.

Columns ~ | Dynamic patterns:
[ Disk Free Space

|:| Tags
] added Dynamic pattems...
(] Updated

[ volume Label
|:| Duration

|:| Dimension
[ codec (Audio) Auto (Short)

I:l Codec (Videa) 143 GB N

Size format:

Date Purchased
Price Paid

License Expires On
License Key Short

1 Rating 2/18,/2022 2:50:00 PM

Date format:

oK Cancel

Click OK and the column will appear in the rightmost position. You can drag it to any position you want,
change the width of the column. If you click on the column header, entries will be sorted by the values
of this column.

Read more: Configure columns in the Grid (detailed) View

If you want to use values stored in User-Defined Fields when searching, you should mark the
penultimate row of the additional search options hamed after the Header value of your fields ("User
Defined Fields", by default, or "Details" in the example above). Then type a part of the string to search,
and click Search. The additional search options work as filters. First, WinCatalog finds all entries
matching the search query entered into the Search field (on top), and then it filters results according to
these additional search options.
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User-Defined fields may be extremely helpful when you catalog non-file items. Imagine, you have a
collection of coins, pins, postge stamps, Lego sets, or anything else. Use custom items (purple pyramid
icon) to represent each item of your collection, create coin-specific columns and fill them in. Consider
user-defined fields as a spreadsheet, but more powerful.

Adding from the Internet (Experimental Feature)
You can add information about Audio releases from the Internet without the need to insert discs into
the dive. Type a part of the artist name, release title, or a barcode, and click Search, then select a
release in the search results and add it to the catalog. The current version supports MusicBrainz.org, we
plan to extend it to support other online sources.

This is an experimental feature, by using it you agree that it may need to be improved in future
releases.

To start adding Audio Releases from the Internet, click the From Internet button on the toolbar:
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Adding

You'll the the window where you can search for Audio Releases. In the screenshot below you can
see an example of searching for Audio Releases using the "take five" search query (without quotes),
displaying The Dave Brubeck Quartet, where the CD1 from 3 is added to the catalog.



| 49 WinCatalog Discography O *

__ﬁ Add audio releases by searching online. Enter any part of the artist’s name, title, or barcode, and then click

Search:
| Releases ¥ | take five ¥ Search
D LUBERECK] TRAE FIVE ;
¥ LINERSCR Take Five
Take Five The Dave Brubeck Quartet
1. Med Luberecki 2017
= - 2011
Digital Media
THE DAVE BRUBECK QUARTET
THE IAVE BRUBECK QUARTET TA K E F | U E .
TAKE FIVE ) .
F Take Five
2. J The Dave Brubeck Cuartet 2011
‘ CD ’
Take Five
3. ]: Manhattan Jazz Quintet Unknown
cD
Take Five CD 1 E&LLE
4. E;d Luberecii 2017 1 Blue Rondo & Ia Turk 06:45
2 Strange Meadow Lark 0725
3 Take Five 05:28
4 Three to Get Ready 05:27
Take Five 3 Kathy's Waltz D452
5. Will Bouhware 2005 & Bverybody's Jumpin® Dd:26
Hyhbrid SACD 7 Pick Up Sticks 04:18
CD 2 BNl
1 Audrey 03:37
"take five” | Showing 25 of 85 results | Load More Resulis..
To be added:
THE DAVE BRNBECK JUARTET SEHI"E

TAKE FIVE ===

af €

Save and Close

A

Close

Take Five
The Dave Brubeck Quartet

D 1

Read more: Searching for Artists, Searching for Audio Releases

Searching for Artists
Searching for Audio Releases by searching for an Artist is similar to Searching for Audio Releases but
with one extra step.




To add Audio Releases by searching for an Artist, click the From Internet button on the toolbar, switch
the Search Type to Artists, type a search query, and click Search.

WinCatalog will search for artists matching the entered query and the number of the associated Audio
Releases. If more than one Artist has releases matching the query, You'll see the Multiple Results
window asking you to select the Artist. Otherwise, WinCatalog will start downloading Audio Releases
matching the query. In the screenshot below, there are 4 artists matching the "celentano" search term,
including Adriano Celentano with 231 releases, Sam Celentano, Valerio Celentano, and Halfway Home,
all with one Release. Halfway Home is associated with Frank Celentano, that's why it is on the list.

]
I
Add audio releases by searching online. Enter any part of the artist's name, title, or barcede, and
then click Search:
|| Artists ¥ | celentano *

Stop

49 Multiple Results O *

n Select the Artist to search for Releases:

Sam Celentano (1)

Valerio Celentano (1)
Halfway Home (1)

8] 4 Cancel

Search results:
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Add audio releases by searching online. Enter any part of the artist's name, title, or barcode, and then

click Search:
|| Artists ¥ | celentano * Search
Per sempre
Adriano rock Adriano Celentano
Adriana Celentano 1991 2002

cD

Per sempre
Adriano Celentano 2002
CD

Le robe che ha detto Adriang
Adriano Celentano 1969
Vinyl

Esco di rado e parlo ancora cD EELLE
meno 5000

NH|l)]
4, .tﬁl ’

| | Adriano Celentanc 1 Confessa 05:10
I ch 2 Mifamale 04:49
b T A s o] MG
celentano | Showing 25 of 231 resulis | Load More Resulis..
To be added:
4 Save

Save and Close

Close

Per sempre
Adriang Celentano

D

Select Audio Release on the left and inspect the details on the right. All media associated with the
Release will be listed on the right pane. Click the Add button to add the correspondent media to the
catalog. The added media will be shown at the bottom Basket view. Click Save to save changes, Save
and Close to save changes and close the window, or Close to close the window without saving.

To remove the Audio Release from the Basket view hover the mouse over the release and click the
hovering Delete button.

Useful tip: if you know the MusicBrainz ID of the artist, you may enter it as the search query
in the following format: "arid:{musicbrainz-id}" or just "{musicbrainz-id}" (without quotes)
and get the list of the associated releases. For example, for the following search queries



"arid:arid:a530492f-8806-4bd7-9c14-80c237eb92fe" or "a530492f-8806-4bd7-9c14-80c237eb92fe"
you'll get the list of Audio Releases associated with The Cat Empire:

% WinCatalog Discography O *
i

__ﬂ Add audio releases by searching online. Enter any part of the artist's name, title, or barcode, and then |!
click Search:

| Artists ¥ | arid:a530492f-8806-4bd7-9c14-80c237eb%2fe ¥ Search

i' el ’ The Cat Empire EP -
| Live @ Adelphia The Cat Empire
42. T}';Kf] The Cat Empire L1 2006

Cities: The Cat Empire Project
The Cat Empire 2006
Digital Media

™ The Cat Empire EP

44. The Cat Empire =008
Media
The Cat Empire EP
2006 .
45. The Cat Empire 1 The Charict 03:58
2 Hello 03:50
3 The Lost Song 03:20
4 Days Like These 04:08
m 5 Lullaby 05:01
Cities e & The Car Song o .

arid:a530492f-3806-4bd 7-9C14-80c2 37 eb02fe | Showing 0 of 107 results | Load More Resulis...

Read more: Searching for Audio Releases

Searching for Audio Releases
Searching for Audio Releases is similar to Searching for Artists.

To add Audio Releases, click the From Internet button on the toolbar, switch the Search Type to
Releases, type a search query, and click Search. The search query may be a part of the release title, or
a barcode, however not all releases have the barcode information in the MusicBrainz.org database.

WinCatalog will search for releases matching the entered query and display up to 25 releases at a time.
Click the Load More Results button to load more results matching the query if needed.

In the screenshot below, there are releases matching the "take five" (without quotes) search term:
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Search:
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Select Audio Release on the left and inspect the details on the right. All media associated with the
Release will be listed on the right pane. Click the Add button to add the correspondent media to the
catalog. The added media will be shown at the bottom Basket view. Click Save to save changes, Save
and Close to save changes and close the window, or Close to close the window without saving.

To remove the Audio Release from the Basket view hover the mouse over the release and click the

hovering Delete button.




Useful tip: if you know the MusicBrainz ID of the release, you may enter it as the search query in the
following format: "reid:{musicbrainz-id}" or just "{musicbrainz-id}" (without quotes) and get the list

of the associated releases. For example, for the following search queries "reid:26ae66aa-1065-4bfd-
baa7-af6c865e7ea4" or "26aeb66aa-1065-4bfd-baa7-af6c865e7ea4" you'll get the Space Oddity by David
Bowie:

/9 WinCatalog Discography (Experimental Feature) O *

__ﬁ Add audio releases by searching online. Enter any part of the artist's name, title, or barcode, and then
click Search:

| Releases ¥ Z2baebbaa-1065-4bfd-baa7-afocB65eTead ¥ Search
Space Oddity
Space Oddity David Bowie
1. David Bowie 1985 1985
CD
i
CD ELLEY
1 Space Oddity 0517
2 Urwashed and Somewhat Slightly Dazed 0&:15
3 Letter to Hermione 02:37
4 Cygnet Commitiee 09:23
5 lanine 03:29
& An Occasional Dream 03:01
7 Wild Eyed Boy From Freecloud 052
& God Knows I'm Good 03:21
9 Memory of a Free Festival o711
‘To be added:
Save

Save and Close

Close

Space Oddity
David Bowie
D



Read more: Searching for Artists
Generating Reports, Printing and
Exporting Data to HTML, CSV, or XML

Some features from this article are available in WinCatalog Professional license. Details: Difference
Between Personal and Professional Licenses

Using WinCatalog 2026, you can export a part of your catalog file into a CSV (for opening in Excel, PRO
Feature), an HTML (for printing or publishing), a multi-page HTML (for publishing), or XML (for data
exchange, PRO Feature). The export functionality is called Reports.

How to generate reports based on custom set of folders

To generate a report please click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab or the Ribbon toolbar) and
then click Reports.

Catalog .

Configure the report type and other options, select Custom Set of Folders in the Data Source, then
fill the report with items you want to export and click Save Report to save the results.

Please note that you can change the depth of included sub-items using the Included Subitems column:

ltems in report:

B | Name Included Subitems Catalog Path
p | Test Single Level Only | = My Collection
Single Level On

Depth: 1 Level(s) Deeply:
Depth: 2 Levelis) Deep
Depth: 3 Level(z) Deep
Depth: 4 Levelis) Deep
Depth: & Levelis) Deep

p—"

How to generate reports based on search results

To generate a report please click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab or the Ribbon toolbar) and
then click Reports.

Catalog .

Please select HTML or CSV as a report type (CSV and XML are available in WinCatalog 2026
Professional), configure columns and other options, then switch the Data Source option from Custom
Set of Folders to Search Results, this will show you an empty search form. Perform a search, and
when the search is complete, click Save Report to save the report into the selected file format (CSV or
HTML). WinCatalog will ask you for a filename and will save the results into that file.

The reports are also available from the Ribbon toolbar:

- —
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: Loan Reports About
Item

Loaning Repoq} Help & Sup



Moving WinCatalog to a new computer

You do not need to deactivate WinCatalog on your old computer, but if you want to do this, you may
just uninstall it.

To move WinCatalog to you new computer please perform the following steps.

1. Download and install the latest version of the trial edition of WinCatalog to your new computer and
activate it using your registration key. You can download WinCatalog here: http://www.wincatalog.com/
thankyou.html

2. Copy or move your existing catalog file from your old computer to the new one. If you do not know
where your catalog file (or files) is located, please run WinCatalog on your old computer, this will open
most recently used catalog file. Click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of the Ribbon toolbar)
and in the Catalog section you will see the full path to the currently opened catalog file. In the Recent
section, you will see recently used catalog files (if any).

The Catalog button:

Catalog . |EEEET |

If you double click on the catalog nhame or file path (on top of the Catalog section), this will open the
containing folder in Windows Explorer.

3. That's it. After moving your catalog files to the new computer just run WinCatalog on the new
computer and open these files (Catalog -> Open Existing).

Using WinCatalog as a portable app

WinCatalog does not require any special installation (installer just copies necessary files to your
computer). To use WinCatalog as a portable application, please just copy the entire WinCatalog folder
from "Program Files (x86)" to your external hard drive or to a flash drive and run WinCatalog.exe to
launch the app.

However, you should know that WinCatalog is not a real portable application and it stores the settings
like @ window position and the registration info in the Windows Registry. That is why you will be asked
for a registration key when you run WinCatalog first time on a new machine (just once, on every next
run it will use the stored registration info; and we do not limit you in a number of computers where you
can use WinCatalog).

You should also know that WinCatalog uses SQLite database engine in the core and SQLite requires a
lot of write operations when you populate your catalog file. Storing a catalog file on a flash drive may
reduce scanning speed because usually flash drives work slowly than hard drives (even slower that the
external drives).

Summarizing the above: yes, you can use WinCatalog on a flash drive, but the program's speed may
be slightly reduced. And it is recommended to keep the catalog files on an external drive connected via
USB 3.0 (in order to increase the populating speed).

Command Line Support [PRO Feature]

This feature is available in WinCatalog Professional license. Details: Difference Between Personal and
Professional Licenses




You can pass parameters as command line arguments to automate some basic tasks in WinCatalog
2026.

WinCatalog 2026 supports the following operations:
» Opening existing catalog file;

e Creating a new catalog file;

¢ Adding a file, a folder or a drive to the catalog;

e Updating previously added folder or drive;

» Navigation into a folder in the catalog file;

e Starting a new search.

Every command should begin with "-", " /" or ": " (by your choice) without quotes. All commands
and parameters are case insensitive, i.e. WinCatalog equally interprets the following commands:

-ExitWhenDone
—-exitwhendone
Every command have full and short versions, both versions are equivalent, for example:
-ExitWhenDone

-ewd

Catalog Files Management
Opening Existing Catalog File

By default, if you start WinCatalog 2026 without command line parameters, it tries to open most
recently opened catalog file. If you pass a filename as a single parameter, WinCatalog will try to open it.
In other cases, use the -0pen command (short version: -o or /o or :0):

-Open "catalog filename"

-0 "catalog filename"

Creating a new Catalog File

For creating a new empty catalog file use -FileNew (-n). If the file exists, it will be opened without
clearing the contents:

-FileNew "catalog filename"
-n "catalog filename"
The creation and opening commands are mutually exclusive; you can use only one of them at the same

time. The opening and creation commands can be combined with other commands (updating, adding,
navigation).

Working with Contents or the Catalog



This section describes command line keys and parameters used for Adding, Updating and Navigating
the catalog file in WinCatalog 2026.

Navigation
If you wish to open a specific folder when WinCatalog starts, use the -showInCatalog (-sic) key:
-ShowInCatalog
-sic
Path to the disk, folder or file in catalog should be set in -CatalogPath (-cp) parameter:
-CatalogPath "path in the catalog file"
-cp "path in the catalog file"

Using the -catalogPath (-cp) you should specify the root (called Catalog by default) folder in the
path.

Examples:
WinCatalog.exe —-ShowInCatalog —-CatalogPath "Catalog\Folder"

Start WinCatalog, open default catalog file (most recently opened), navigate to the "Catalog\Folder"
folder in case if the folder exists.

WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -sic -cp "Catalog\Folder
\picture.jpg"

Start WinCatalog, open the "d:\my catalog.w3cat" catalog file, navigate to the "Catalog\Folder" folder
(because picture.jpg is a file, WinCatalog will open the parent folder).

Adding a Disc, a Folder or a File
To add a drive, folder or file use the -AddNew (-add) key:

-AddNew

—-add

Path to the drive, folder or file to add must be passed in the -FileSystemPath (-fsp) parameter.
-FileSystemPath "full path to drive / folder / file"

-fsp "full path to drive / folder / file"

Path to the parent folder in WinCatalog may be set in -CatalogPath (-cp) parameter:
-CatalogPath "path in the catalog"

-cp "path in the catalog"



If the -catalogPath is not set or incorrect, new element (drive, folder or file) will be added to the
root Catalog folder.

Use the key -CreatePathIfNotExist (-cne), if you want to create virtual folder from the -
CatalogPath parameter:

-CreatePathIfNotExist

—cne

Use the key -ProfileId (-pid) with the numeric profile ID to select the scanning profile:
-ProfileId NN

-pid NN

Where NN is the numeric value of the scanning profile ID. The ID of the scanning profile may be found
on top of the General Scanning Page for each scanning profile (see the screenshot below):

¢ Scanning Options O ¥
:ﬂ:l Add D Save >< Remove F— Import |_—:/- Export
Disk info only Prc:ﬂe Full file info (default)

The profile s not in use.

Disk and folders
The profile s not in use.

;s General SCanning | File processing | Usage
Profile IC: 4
(%) Adding

) i ] &dd root level disk/folder (always on)
Basic file info (all scanning W] Add folders
plugins are disabled) 7] Add files
1 volume(s) use this profile.
: (~) Excluding

] Do not follow symbolic links (shortcuts to folders)
["] Do not add hidden files and folders to the catalog
] Do not add system files and folders to the catalog
[¥] Do net scan and add the Recycle Bin folder

Full file info (default)
The profile (s not in use.

My Settings (copied from a
previous version)

T.F'.IE pmﬁ{e is nat in use. E| Exclude files and folders from scanning by mask
S At ol s e LR I itz ok -
qa.
Examples:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" —-AddNew -FileSystemPath "E:\\"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", add drive E:\ to the root catalog folder.
Please notice: the path ends by two slashes if you use quotes (the backslash at the end is interpreted
as the start of an escape sequence, so single slash before the quote character will be interpreted as just
a quote). The backslash at the end is not necessary - WinCatalog will add a backslash, so it is enough
to pass just ""E:"".



WinCatalog.exe —-o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" —-AddNew -FileSystemPath "E:\Folder"
-CatalogPath "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder" -CreatePathIfNotExist

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", if not exists, create the "Catalog\Folder
\Sub Folder" virtual (blue) folders, add the "Folder" from drive "E:\" into "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder".

Updating a Disc, a Folder or a File
Use the -Update (-u) key to update a drive, folder or file in the catalog:

-Update
-u

Path in catalog to a drive, a folder or a file that you want to update should be passed in the -
CatalogPath (-cp) parameter:

-CatalogPath "path in the catalog"
-cp "path in the catalog"
Important

1. The drive should be connected to the computer before running the command. Otherwise, WinCatalog
will display the "Insert Disc" reminder and will wait for user action.

2. Path must start with the root folder. If the root folder is the Catalog, it is allowed to be skipped
("Catalog\Disk D" and "Disk D" are equal).

3. WinCatalog uses slashes "\" as the delimiters for the catalog path components. If any
of the components of the path contain a slash, a double slash, or a semicolon, it must be replaced by
{@slash} forslash, {@dslash} for double slash, and {@semicolon} for semicolon.

4. You can pass more than one path in this parameter divided by semicolons.
Examples:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -Update -CatalogPath "Catalog
\Folder\Sub Folder\My Music"

or

WinCatalog.exe —-o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" —-u -cp "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder\My
Music"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", update the folder (or the disk) "Catalog
\Folder\Sub Folder\My Music"

Example of the slashes replacement:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -Update -CatalogPath "Catalog
\Folder\Public on {@dslash}Server"



or

WinCatalog.exe —-o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -u -cp "Catalog\Folder\Public on
{@dslash}Server;Catalog\Folder\Public on {@dslash}Server;Catalog\Disk D"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", update the network drive "Catalog
\Folder\Public on \\Server"

Example passing several paths:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -Update -CatalogPath "Catalog
\Folder\Public on {@dslash}Server;Catalog\Disk D"

or

WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -u -cp "Catalog\Folder\Public on
{@dslash}Server;Catalog\Disk D"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", update the network drive "Catalog
\Folder\Public on \\Server", then "Catalog\Disk D".

Update All / Update Connected (Drives, Folders)

Note: You can also use the UI Tool to configure the -UpdateAll / -UpdateConnected command and run
the process. Please read more here.

Update All

Use the -Updatenll (-ua) key to update all drives, folder or files in the catalog:

-UpdateAll

—ua

Important

1. The "-Updateall  command cannot be used together with the "-CatalogPath’ command; only
one of these commands can be used at a time.

2. By default, the " -Updateall” command temporarily disables the Update Report to avoid
interrupting the update process. If you want to display the Update Report after the update for each
drive is complete, use the " -UpdateReport Show command.

3. The "-UpdateAll” command prioritizes updating connected drives first. After completing updates
for the connected drives, it will prompt you to connect any remaining unconnected drives for updates..

Examples:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -UpdateAll -ExitWhenDone -Log "D:
\UpdateAll.log"

The command starts WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat" and updates all drives in
the catalog file and saves the log of the operations to "D:\UpdateAll.log"



Update Connected Drives

Use the -UpdateConnected (-uc) key to update all the connected drives, folder or files in the
catalog:

—-UpdateConnected

—ucC

Important

1. The "-UpdateConnected command cannot be used together with the " -catalogPath’
command; only one of these commands can be used at a time.

2. By default, the " -UpdateConnected’ command temporarily disables the Update Report to avoid
interrupting the update process. If you want to display the Update Report after the update for each

drive is complete, use the " -UpdateReport Show command.

Examples:

WinCatalog.exe —-Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -UpdateConnected -ExitWhenDone
Log "D:\UpdateAll.log"

The command starts WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat" and updates all the
connected drives in the catalog file and saves the log of the operations to "D:\UpdateAll.log"

The UI Tool for Update All / Update Connected Commands

You can use the UI tool to configure the UpdateAll / UpdateConnected command.

Click on the "WinCatalog 2026 Update All Command" shortcut in the Start Menu or run the
"UpdateAllCommand.exe" from WinCatalog folder in Program Files (x86):

Recommended

"W WinCatalog 2024 Update All Com...

W' Recently added

The UI Tool will start:



fn |
L=

ﬂ Configure command line options to run the UpdateAll or
w UpdateConnected commands in WinCatalog

Catalog File: DMy Catalogs\My WinCatalog Fileaw3cat -
Command: Update Connected V
Update Report: | Skip (Default) V
Log File: Chlsers\Michael\AppDatahReaming'WWinCatalog\WWinCatalog-Updatedlllog
Clear Log: (]

Exit When Done:

Resulting Command Line:

"C:%Program Files (x36&)‘\WinCatalog'Winlatalog.exe"™ -Cpen "D:\My Catalogs\My
WinCatalog File.wlcat" -UpdateConnected -Log "C:\Usersz'\Michael\LAppData“'Boaming
“WinCataloghWinCatalog-Updatefll.log™ -ExitWhenDone

Run Close

1. Catalog File: Choose the Catalog File to open from the dropdown list, or click the "Browse" button
to select one manually.
2. Command: Select a command from the dropdown list. You can choose between two commands:
"Update All" or "Update Connected."
3. Update Report: Choose the Update Report option:

- Skip (default): The update report will not be displayed.

- Show: The update report will be displayed after updating each drive.
4. Log File: Check this box to enable logging. If logging is enabled, you must specify the path where
the log file will be saved.
5. Clear Log: Check this box to clear the log file at startup. If unchecked, new log entries will be added
to the existing log file.
6. Exit When Done: Check this box to automatically close WinCatalog when all operations are
complete.

You can find the the resulting command line Resulting Command Line field. Copy it to run from a
console, or click the Run button to run it right from the tool.

Read more: Update All / Update Connected (Drives, Folders)

Simple Search
To start search use the -search (-s) key:

-Search



-3
Search query to execute should be provided in the -SearchQuery (-sqg) parameter:
—-SearchQuery "search query"

-sq "search query"

Example:
WinCatalog.exe —-o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -s -sg "*.jpg"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", open Search tab, find items (files,
folders, etc) matching the "*.jpg" search query (without quotes).

Additional Search Parameters to Filter Search Results
In addition to the -search (-s) key you can use the following keys and parameters:
Filtering by a catalog branch
Use the -CatalogPath (-cp) parameter to filter search results by a catalog branch:
-CatalogPath "path in the catalog"

-cp "path in the catalog"

Filtering results by file size

To filter search results by a file size use one of the following three parameters (important: parameters
are mutually exclusive):

-SizeLessThan (-slt) - size should be less than provided (in kilobytes)
-SizeEqualTo (-seq) - size should be the same as provided (in kilobytes)
-SizeGreaterThan (-sgt) - size should be greater than provided (in kilobytes)
The size value should be passed as a number (of kilobytes):

-SizeLessThan 400 - size should be less than 400 kilobytes

-sgt 1024 - size should be greater than 1MB (1024KB is 1MB).

Filtering search results by date created, and date modified
To filter search results by a creation date use one of the following three parameters:

-DateCreatedBefore (-dcb) - created before the date, provided in the parameter
-DateCreatedOn (-dco) - created on the date, provided in the parameter



-DateCreatedAfter (-dca) - created after the date, provided in the parameter

To filter search results by a last modified date use one of the following three parameters:
-DateModifiedBefore (-dmb) - modified before the date, provided in the parameter
-DateModifiedOn (-dmo) - modified on the date, provided in the parameter
-DateModifiedAfter (-dma) - modified after the date, provided in the parameter

Date should be passed in a string format according to the Regional Settings (the value is set in the
Windows Control Panel), or in the universal international format "DD-MM-YYYY" or "YYYY-MM-DD"
where DD is the day (two digits number), MM - month (two digits number), YYYY - year (four digits
number).

-DateCreatedBefore 01-07-2015 - the creation date should be before July 1, 2015, date is
provided in the universal international format

-dma 2/1/15 - date of last modification should be after February 1st, 2015 (English US date format).
Filtering search results by items type
To filter search results by type use one of the following keys:

-TypeFolders (-td) - find folders and disks
-TypeFiles (-tf£) - find items that are not folders or discs (files, custom items, archives, etc)

Filtering search results by locations

To filter search results by locations use the -Locations (-1) parameter and pass the list of locations
separated by commas or semicolons:

-Locations "Wallet 1; Red box"

-1 "Wallet 1, Red box"
Filtering search results by tags

To limit search results by tags use one of the following parameters and pass the list of tags, separated
by semicolons:

-TagsAny (-ta) - find items (files, folders, etc) linked with any of the provided tags;
-TagsEach (-te) - find items (files, folders, etc) linked with each of the provided tags;
-TagsNone (-tn) - find items (files, folders, etc) not linked with the provided tags.

Important: You can use the semicolon only to pass the list of tags (because automatically generated
tags can contain commas, for example "Artist Last Name, Fist Name'

-TagsAny "Tagl; Tag2; Tag3"

-tn "tagb"



Finding duplicates

For finding duplicates use the -Duplicates (-dup) key and pass the list of the fields to compare as a
parameter; several fields should be separated by commas or semicolons:

-Duplicates "Name, Size, Modified"

Field names can be specified in English only. Filed names should be exactly as in the list below. The
full list of the supported fields:

+ Name - item name in the catalog

+ Modified - date modified (for files)

+ Created - date created (for files)

« Size - size (for folders and files)

+ Filename - filename (for folder and files)

« Width - width of the picture (from Exif tags)

« Height - height of the picture (from Exif tags)
+ Date taken - date taken (from Exif tags)

« Artist - name of the Artist (from ID3 tags)

« Album - Album (from ID3 tags)

« Title - Track title (from ID3 tags)

« Length - Duration (from ID3 tags)

« Year - Year of release (from ID3 tags)

« Bit rate - bit rate (from ID3 tags)

+ Sample rate - sample rate (from ID3 tags)

+ Channels - number of channels (from ID3 tags)
« MD5 - MD5 hash of the file

» CRC32 - CRC32 checksum of the file

Examples:
WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -s -sg "*.jpg"

Start WinCatalog, open catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", open a new search
tab, start searching using the "*.jpg" (without quotes) as a search query.

WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -s -sgqg "*.jpg" -cp "Catalog
\Vacations" -tf -dcb "01-05-2015"

Start WinCatalog, open catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", open a new search
tab, start searching using the "*.jpg" (without quotes) as a search query,
filter search results by the "Catalog\Vacations" catalog branch and the
creation date should be after May 1st, 2015.

Additional Commands
The additional commands that can be combined with other commands are described below.

Close WinCatalog



Adding and updating commands add be combined with the -ExitWhenDone (-ewd) key. In that case,
WinCatalog will be closed after an operation is complete. The key can be combined only with -AddNew
(-add) or -Update (-u) commands:

-ExitWhenDone

-ewd

Example:
WinCatalog.exe WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -u -cp "Catalog
\Folder\Sub Folder\My Music" -ewd

or

WinCatalog.exe WinCatalog.exe -Open "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -Update -
CatalogPath "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder\My Music" -ExitWhenDone

Start Wincatal, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", update the folder (or the disk) "Catalog
\Folder\Sub Folder\My Music", exit WinCatalog when the operation is complete.

Log File
WinCatalog does not display command line error messages (error example: "catalog path not found").
However, error messages can be saved into a log file using the -LogFile (-1og). The parameter of
the command is the full path to the log file:

-LogFile "full path to the log file"
-log "full path to the log file"

The -LogFile (-1og) command can be combined with the -L.ogClear (-1c) key. In that case, the
contents of the log file will be cleared on every next run.

-LogClear
-1c
Example:

WinCatalog.exe —-o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" —-AddNew -FileSystemPath "E:\Folder"
-CatalogPath "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder" -CreatePathIfNotExist -LogFile "d:
\WinCatalog.log"

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", if not exists, create the "Catalog\Folder
\Sub Folder" virtual (blue) folders, add the "Folder" from drive "E:\" into "Catalog\Folder\Sub Folder",
save all messages to "d:\WinCatalog.log".

WinCatalog.exe -o "d:\my catalog.w3cat" -add -fsp "E:\Folder" -log "d:
\WinCatalog.log" -1c

Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "d:\my catalog.w3cat", clear the log file "d:\WinCatalog.log",
add the "Folder" from drive "E:\" into the root Catalog folder, save all messages to the log file.



Full List of Commands

Commands Without Parameters
-ExitWhenDone / -ewd - Close WinCatalog when operation is completed.
-CreatePathIfNotExist / -cne - If not exists, create a path of virtual (blue) folders.

-LogClear / -1c - Clear the log file before opening (otherwise messages will be appended).

Commands with Parameters
-Open / -o - open a catalog file (parameter: path to the file to open).
-FileNew / -n - create a new catalog file or open if exists (parameter: path to the file to create).

-LogFile / -log - write error/info messages to a file (parameter: path to the log file).
Commands Getting Parameters from other Parameters

-AddNew / -add - add a new folder or disk from a file system.
Parameters: -FileSystemPath, -ProfileId, -CatalogPath (optional, default is the root
entry of the catalog file) .

-Update / -u - update a disk or a folder.
Parameters: -CatalogPath

-ShowInCatalog / -sic - open a catalog folder in WinCatalog.
Parameters: -CatalogPath

-Search / -s - Start a search.
Parameters:

-SearchQuery,
-CatalogPath (optional),
-SizeLessThan [ -SizeEqualTo [/ -SizeGreaterThan (optional),
-DateCreatedBefore [ -DateCreatedOn / -DateCreatedAfter (optional),
-DateModifiedBefore [ -DateModifiedOn / -DateModifiedAfter (optional),
-TypeFolders [ -TypeFiles (optional),
-Locations (optional),
-TagsAny / -TagsEach / -TagsNone (optional),
-Duplicates (optional).

Parameters for other commands

-CatalogPath / -cp - path in the catalog.
1. Path must start with the root folder. If the root folder is the Catalog, it is allowed to be
skipped ("Catalog\Disk D" and "Disk D" are equal).
2. You can pass more than one path in this parameter divided by semicolons.
3. WinCatalog uses slashes "\" as the delimiters for the catalog path components.
4. If any of the components of the path contain a slash, a double slash, or a semicolon,
it must be replaced by {@slash} for slash, {@dslash} for double slash, and
{@semicolon} for semicolon.

-SearchQuery [/ -sq - search query for -Search command.

-ProfileId/ -pid - the ID of the scanning profile to use for the AddNew operation. The ID is the
numeric value and may be found on top of the General Scanning page for each scannin profile.



-FileSystemPath / —fsp - path in the file system. A backslash at the end is optional.
-SizeLessThan / -SizeEqualTo / -SizeGreaterThan - size filter for -Search command.

-DateCreatedBefore /[ -DateCreatedOn / -DateCreatedAfter - creation date filter for -
Search command.

-DateModifiedBefore / -DateModifiedOn / -DateModifiedAfter - modified date filter for -
Search command.

-TypeFolders /[ -TypeFiles - type filter for -Search command.
-Locations - locations filter for -search command.
-TagsAny / -TagsEach / -TagsNone - tags filter for -Search command.

-Duplicates - duplicates filter for -Search command.

Experimental features
Moving items from virtual (blue) to physical (yellow) folders

By default all the drag and drop operations are limited by virtual folders: you can move files from disks
and physical folders to virtual folders, but cannot move them back. The following command enables the
Super Mode allowing you to move any item (file, folder, disk, non-file item) to any folder in WinCatalog.

Use the -sMode (-sm) command to turn the mode on or off:

-SMode "on"
-sm "on"

The Super Mode command uses one of the following three parameters (important: parameters are
mutually exclusive):

on - switch the mode ON permanently
of £ - switch the mode OFF permanently

tmp - switch the mode ON temporarily (the mode will be ON during one program session and will be
turned OFF after exiting WinCatalog).

Example:

WinCatalog.exe —sm on

Start WinCatalog, open the most recently used catalog file and turn the Super Mode on.
WinCatalog.exe —-smode off

Start WinCatalog, open the most recently used catalog file and turn the Super Mode off.

WinCatalog.exe —-SMode tmp



Start WinCatalog, open the most recently used catalog file and turn the Super Mode temporarily on (for
one program session).

Examples of Command Files
Example of a command file (add-drive.cmd):

@echo Adding Disk E:\ to the Catalog

@set wcat="C:\Program Files (x86)\WinCatalog\WinCatalog.exe"

@call %$wcat% -Open "D:\My Catalog.w3cat" -Add -FileSystemPath "E:" -
CatalogPath "Catalog\Backups"

Explanation

1. Print the "Adding Disk E:\ to the Catalog" message;

2. Copy path to WinCatalog executable into the wcat variable;

3. Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "D:\My Catalog.w3cat", add disc E: into the "Catalog
\Backups" catalog folder.

Another example of a command file (update-folder.cmd):

@echo Updating folder T:\Documents to the Catalog

@set wcat="C:\Program Files (x86)\WinCatalog\WinCatalog.exe"

@call %$wcat% -Open "D:\My Catalog.w3cat" -Update -CatalogPath "Catalog
\2019\Documents" -ExitWhenDone

Explanation

1. Print the "Updating folder T:\Documents to the Catalog" message;

2. Copy path to WinCatalog executable into the wcat variable;

3. Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "D:\My Catalog.w3cat", update the "Catalog
\2019\Documents", exit when operation is completed.

Updating 3 folders one-by-one (update-3-folders.cmd):

@echo Updating 3 folders

@set wcat="C:\Program Files (x86)\WinCatalog\WinCatalog.exe"

@call %Swcat% -Open "D:\My Catalog.w3cat" -Update -CatalogPath
"2019\Documents; 2019\Photos;Public on {Qdslash}Server" -ExitWhenDone

Explanation

1. Print the "Updating 3 folders" message;

2. Copy path to WinCatalog executable into the wcat variable;

3. Start WinCatalog, open the catalog file "D:\My Catalog.w3cat", update 3 folders one-by-one:
"Catalog\2019\Documents”, "Catalog\2019\Photos", "Catalog\Public on \\Server", exit when operation
is completed.

4. Please note that in this example the name of the root folder ("Catalog") is skipped, double slash is
replaced by {@dslash}.

Troubleshooting



If you forced with any problem in WinCatalog, please ensure that you're using the latest version of
WinCatalog.

You can always download the latest version here: https://www.wincatalog.com/download.html

After modifying processing options, WinCatalog may not

update files that were previously added to the catalog
By default, to expedite updates, WinCatalog only refreshes files that have changed since the last scan
when updating a disk or folder. This means if you alter processing options or switch scanning profiles,
only newly modified files will be recognized and updated.

To ensure all files are updated, you'll need to temporarily disable this default behavior. To do this, click
on the "Scanning Options" button located on the toolbar. Then, choose the "Full file info (default)"
scanning profile (or another you want to modify). Navigate to the "General Scanning" tab and deselect
the option labeled: "While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmodified files (speeds up the update
process)". After making this change, click "Save" and proceed to update your disk(s).

Furthermore, if you're adjusting text processing settings (applicable to PDFs, Office documents, or plain
text files), it's important to also deselect the "Keep comments on update (do not overwrite non-empty
comments)" option. This step is crucial because WinCatalog stores the content of text-based files in the
form of Comments, and leaving this option marked will prevent updates to these comments.

& Scanning Options O X
. :B:' Add :;ﬂ Save >< Remove E— Import E—} Export )
| Disk info only Profile: Full file info (default)

The profile is not in use, General Scanning | File processing | Usage

j Disk and folders

The profile is not in use. @ Updating

While updating a disk or a folder: skip unmodified files (speeds up the update process)
Basic file info [a” scanning Keep comments on update (do not ovenwnte non-emply comments)
plugins are disablEd] || Display the Update Report every time the update process is complete

The profile is not in use.

(~) Finishing

Full file info (default)
Eject media when scanning is finished (if possible)

2 volume(s) use this profile.

[ Activate the main window when the scanning process is finished

[ Play sound when scanning is finished

gong.wav e | [>

@ Checksums and hashes (slow scanning)

Please do not forget to turn these options back on to speed up future updates and preserve comments.

Catalog file is locked error message
When starting a scanning or a updating process, WinCatalog displays the "Catalog file is locked" error
message:


https://www.wincatalog.com/download.html

@ Catalog file is locked
The catalog file "W :\My Collections’My Catalog for screenshots) wicat” file is

locked by another instance of WinCatalog.

Preparing ta
Details:
tems proce
Siatigticg: | -omputer: NEAPOLITAN
Fils- |ser: s
Date: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:46:08 PM
Folders:

Archives: | Continuing may comupt the catalog file. Click Continue Amyway to continue or
Cancel to stop the process.

Elapsed tir

| Cortinue Anyway I Cancel Stop |

The scanning module in WinCatalog is implemented as a separate process. And every time it starts
scanning, it creates a simple text file next to the catalog file where it puts locking info. When the
scanning is finished, the scanning module deletes the lock file.

You can see that it is named as your catalog file, but with the .scanlock extension.

This functionality was added to prevent running several scanning processes simultaneously, especially
when the catalog file is shared between several users.

The fact that WinCatalog displays the "file is locked" warning on your computer means that
the .scanlock file wasn't deleted after the previous scan, in your case because the process wasn't
finished correctly.

Please try to add a small folder from your hard drive to the catalog. Click Continue Anyway in the
warning message (or delete the .scanlock file in File Explorer before starting the process). Wait until
the scanning is completed (do you hear the ta-da sound at the end?). Please check if the .scanlock file
remains to exist next to your catalog file.

Since version 17.2 WinCatalog allows disabling the .scanlock file for a single user environment. If
WinCatalog still does not delete the .scanlock file after the scanning is finished, and if you are the only
person who uses WinCatalog, please run WinCatalog, click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of
the Ribbon toolbar) and then click Options.

Catalog . |EEEET l

Follow to the Administrative tab and unmark the following option: "Use a .scanlock file to protect the
catalog file in a multi-user mode". Click OK. After that WinCatalog will stop using the .scanlock file.

Read more
Administrative tab of the Program Options




"CantAddRootItem"” / "CantSyncRootItem" error messages

The errors "CantAddRoot" or "CantSyncRoot" may occur if the catalog file is in a read-only mode (or
stored in a write-protected folder, for example, in the WinCatalog folder in Program Files).

The screenshot below was reproduced by running WinCatalog as administrator (just after the

installation), creating a new catalog file inside Program Files folders, and then restarting WinCatalog
with the normal rights and trying to add a disk:

@ Prepanng to scan...

Preparing to scan...

ftems processed: C)

Statistics: Aninternal error has occurred, The action cannot be
completed, Ref: CantAddRootltem
Files:

Folders:
Ok
Archives:

Elapsed time: 0 Remaining time: 0

To solve the problem, please try to copy the catalog file into another location, for example, into
Documents folder, or create a folder called "My Catalog" on drive C:\ and copy the catalog file there.

To ensure that WinCatalog does not have writing rights to the catalog file, please perform the following
experiment: please run WinCatalog and try to add a virtual folder or a custom item by clicking one of
the following buttons:

4
~ | O
virtual  ¢yctom
Folder | ||F

Item

Were these items added to the catalog? If you cant add these items, simply moving the catalog file to
another location should solve the problem.

Otherwise, please enable the debug logging and send the log file to us for the investigation, we will do
our best to solve the issue.

Read more
Administrative tab of the Program Options

Debug logging

While scanning a disk or a folder, WinCatalog can save a log information about the scanning session.



If you experience any problems scanning a disk, please follow to the Administrative tab of the Program
Options, enable the debug logging, set logging level to "Debug" and the log file location to "Desktop"
or "Documents" (if you click the Explorer button next to the value field, the selected folder will be open
in Explorer). Unmark "Delete log file on success" option and start the scanning session.

Then please try to add or update a disk and recreate the error, then please send the log file to us for
the investigations.

To open Program Options please click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of the Ribbon toolbar),
and then click Options.

Catalog |

3

Please read more about the Administrative tab here.

Main I

Read more
Administrative tab of the Program Options

Missing or "mysterious” search results

or the "A fast search index was not created" error message
In order to provide a fast search experience, WinCatalog creates and maintains a series of files, we
call them "external search index". WinCatalog performs the maintenance of the external search index
automatically in the background. If you noticed that the search results do not contain some entries or
contain some mysterious entries (with empty fields) may mean that something went wrong and the
external search index is outdated. Recreating the search index will fix the problem.

You can read more about the Fast Search Index configuration here.

How to recreate Fast Search Index

Please run WinCatalog, click the Catalog button (left from the Main tab of the Ribbon toolbar), then
click the Search Index button. The Search Index Options window will appear. Click the button with the
green icon next to the "Use external search index":



&4, Search Index Cptions >

Configure Search Index Qptions here: increase the search speed by creating and
automatically maintaining a Fast Search Index. For slow drive, limit the number of
parallel threads.

[ 1] Limit the number of parallel threads

Maximum number of parallel threads: 1 =
- CO
Use extemal search index | ==
Status:
Exists: Yes
Status: Valid

Path: D:\My Catalogs\, wincatalogh2020. full. w3cat. searchIndex

Size: 322 MB
Size on disk: 153.9 MB

OK Cancel

| []Save these settings also as the Default Settings for new catalog files

Click Yes to confirm that you want to recreate the search index. Wait until the operation is completed
and then please try to search again. The problem should be solved.

Usually recreating the search index helps, however, if you continue get incorrect search results or the

"Fast Search Index cannot be updated", turning the external search index off will help you not to see

these messages until we fix the issue. To turn the external search index off unmark the "Use external

search index" checkbox in the Search Index Options window. The search speed decreases without the
external search index, but it is still way faster than in previous versions.

A fast search index was not created error message
Recreating the Fast Search Index should solve the problem.

Restoring catalog files from backup
WinCatalog creates backup copies of catalog files by compressing the catalog file by Zip and copying
the compressed copy to a backup location.

To restore a catalog file from the backup, open the backup files location, find the latest backup copy (by
default WinCatalog adds timestamps to filenames), unpack the file to any folder, and copy the unpacked
file to the folder hosting your catalog files. Replace existing files if needed.

If you don't know where the debug files are located, please run WinCatalog, click the Catalog button
(left from the Main tab of the Ribbon toolbar), and then click Options. Open the Backup Options page.
You can find the backup files location in the "Specify the folder for keeping copies of your catalog files".

Al Tools

Please read the Al Tools Troubleshooting section
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